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Religion in Transformation:
A New Dialogue between Buddhism and Christianity

Michael von Bruck

It might be useful to start with some biographical remarks, because they are essential
to understand the urgency of this existential dialogue which is suggested here. Originally, 1
was brought up in East Germany. I studied Protestant Theology, Indology and Comparative
Linguistics. I then went to India for about six years altogether and stayed in South India in
Madras in order to study Indian philosophies - first, Advaita Vedanta and later Mahayana
Buddhism on the basis of Nagarjuna studies. One of the fruits of this work are a couple of
books on Buddhism and Hinduism, such as a new translation and commentary of the Bhagavad
Gita. This is a seminal book in Germany now because it gives not only the interpretation
of the text in its context but also the long history of the reception in India and in the West.
Then, together with a Chinese professor, Whalen Lai, I brought out a book on Buddhism and
Christianity, containing the history of encounter as well as a philosophical dialogue, including
a new view on what I call historical hermeneutics. I have also written a book, which provides
an extended introduction to Buddhism in all its different historical developments as well as
another book on Buddhism, which provides an anthology of some Mahayana sutras, including
some chapters of the Lotus Sutra with commentary. The book is an introduction to Buddhism,
which is quite popular in Germany. Though it is complicated, it gives some of its philosophies.
Finally, the most recent is a book called The 101 Most Important Questions to Buddhism. 1
had been asked to write a more popular book based on 101 questions. So, I asked my students,
what questions they would have about Buddhism today and then tried to answer those 101
questions.

I lived a couple of years in India, associated with the University of Madras, and then
later returned to Germany. I was a professor in Hamburg, then in Tubingen, and then I went

to Regensburg University. For the last 20 years, I spent at Munich University, and right
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now, after retirement, I am still a professor at Munich University in the doctoral program
on Buddhist studies and an Honorary Professor at the Catholic University of Linz in Austria.
I am also the director of an Academy for the Education in Palliative Spiritual Care. We train
doctors and nurses and everyone is interested in the question of how to deal with people dying
and with one’s own death. You see, this offers a spectrum of different perspectives and meets
with my interest in transpersonal states of consciousness, ie., I am teaching yoga and Zen-
meditation. I studied in Kyoto at Tenryuji under Hirata Seiko Roshi, who was also a philosopher
at Hanazono University and connected with the so-called Kyoto School of Philosophy (Nishida,
Tanabe, Nishitani, Ueda, etc.). But because he spoke German (he had studied with Heidegger), I
did my Koan studies with him in German and that is why I did not learn Japanese. Excuse me

for that, please.

Cross-cultural encounter of Buddhists and Christians as an existential renewal

Cross-cultural encounter is a transforming experience. It includes a challenge to
personal identity on all levels of being - language, cultural habits, rituals, beliefs and personal
relations. It is not only a study and comparison of ideas codified in texts, but it is also a living
experience.

Since the 19th century, starting perhaps with Schopenhauer, and then, of course,
philosopher Nietzsche, and the great composer Wagner with his big operas, we have had
a tremendous influx of Buddhism. And though there are not many Buddhists in numbers
in Central Europe, Buddhist thought, Buddhist ideas, and Buddhist practice, such as
meditation and Buddhist philosophy, play a prominent role in Western secular or post-
secular environments. Buddhism is seen by many scientists, by psychological practitioners, by
intellectuals of all kinds, such as writers and also poets, as a source of inspiration, which might
be more challenging than just the Western philosophy and Western tradition. By the way, one
of the great poets of Germany, Rainer Maria Rilke, who was writing at the end of the 19th
century and early 20th century, received many influences from Buddhism. Buddhism has many
different aspects which receive different streams of reception in worldwide contexts. Buddhism
can be seen as a philosophy (especially a theory of cognition), a psychology and/or a religion
with rituals and practical application in day-to-day life. It is all of this and more.

However, most important now is the question: What can Buddhists and Christians
contribute today? Humanity faces the most difficult problems, and the most striking ones are
ecological disasters and violence all over. Are religions part of the problem or part of the
solution? Probably both. On the one hand, the present-day religions came into being about

3,000 years ago with the formation of cities and later states along the great rivers of the
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earth. They gave identity and stability to social and political formations. They told stories
(myths) and created rituals that formed identity and citizenship as well as legal systems so
that communities had written rules or customs to integrate individual and social interests.
On the other hand, religions became also social systems engaged in segregating peoples from
each other. That was the situation our religions grew out of 4,000 to 2,500 years ago. Religions
changed with changing circumstances. In so far as separate states merged into empires (by
force or non-violently by trade and cultural mergers), religions also developed into universalist
systems with more or less universal and general claims.

But, the religious quest is more. It is a quest of the human being asking, “Who am I?”
and “What is the purpose of all this?” , “Is there a purpose?” , and “What are the right ways
to respond or to get correspondence or resonance with reality?”

According to physical and cultural circumstances, in adaptation to different
environments, we have inherited different forms of religion. Types of religion differ also within
one culture; they depend on special constructs and levels of education. We have the popular
religion of the people trying to cope with misery, death and dying, trying to cope with the
problem of chance and necessity, trying to deal with the psychological frustration of human
beings, especially with anxiety, and the need for security and identity. Humans have developed
religious rituals of all kinds in order to meet this situation. But then, we have also more
sophisticated religion, intellectually reflected and advanced. This holds true for Buddhism,
Christianity and Hinduism (not to talk about Confucianism and Taoism), but we have strong
and specific philosophical traditions also in Judaism and Islam. People all over ask the questions:
“What is consciousness?” , “What is the property of human beings?” , “How do we generate
and harvest knowledge?” , “What is the proper way of action with regard to our relationship
with one another and with nature?” and so on. Most important is the problem: “How do we
know (and could perhaps agree on) what the right way is to act in this world?”

To my students, I usually explain in a very simple way what religion is: Religion is the
horizon of hope and sometimes the experience that the world is cosmos and not chaos. These
are two Greek terms. Today, we use the term “cosmos’ usually for all that is. But in Greek,
originally, it means beauty or order; that is, the ordered, the structured world. And “chaos” ,
of course, is the unordered world. Our life experience, the historical experience of humankind,
is very much shaped by trying to cope with chaos, to cope with chance and life, that is
unpredictable. But somehow, we need the trust or the belief and the experience sometimes,
that there is beauty, cosmos, and order in the world. And this is what I would call the source
of religion.

On that universal anthropological basis, we now can take a look at the specific
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conditions and expressions of single religions, and here, we talk about Buddhism and
Christianity as historically conditioned appearances. Buddhism and Christianity came into being
at a time when societies, both in India and in Palestine, were in tremendous transformation. I
will not go into detail because this would take the rest of the day. It is sufficient to analyze, that
both religious movements are movements against the mere ritual of religions, the priesthood,
which you had in the Jerusalem temple, or the Brahmanic establishment in India. Both priestly
establishments were diagnosed as being superficial, divisive or even oppressive. Both Gautama
Shakyamuni, who was called the Buddha (the awakened one), and Jesus of Nazareth, who
was called Christ (the anointed one) reacted against it and pointed out that real religion is the
transformation of the mind. It is not by rituals, not by all kinds of beliefs and so on, but by
transforming your mind or developing the real potentials of your mind that you are religious.
In the language of the early Christians, this is expressed as metanoia (complete turnaround
or change of the nows, heart-mind, Mk 1, 15-16). In terms of Buddhism, this is expressed as
realizing your true nature, which is called Buddha-Nature (buddhatva or tathagatagarbha), the
potential of all sentient beings. In Christianity, you need to realize that you are very close to
God, as Jesus says, or your open (converted) innermost being (face) mirrors the glory of God (as
Paul states in 2 Kor 3,18). In Buddhism, you awaken to the truth which is within you, and you
develop your Buddha nature, which is in yourself. In other words, both religions point to the
development of the hidden human potential.

We have different metaphors: metanoia and awakening. Both point to different states
of mind which can and need to be attained. Awakening is like awakening from sleep to waking
awareness: the world around you has not changed, but your mind has changed completely,
because the one who awakes from sleep sees (and cognizes) differently. Metanoia is like turning
around the core of your deepest level of consciousness, the very source of cognition, emotion,
memory and subtle awareness. We can demonstrate this by looking at Tanabe Hajime's
seminal book, Philosophy as Metanoetics. He takes the term from ancient Greek philosophy
and transforms it into a cross-cultural category. Metanoia (jpn. zange) contains the word noia,
which is a derivative of nous, a neo-platonic word for the source of consciousness; it can be
understood as the One reflected in itself. And “meta” means turn around. So, turn around your
nous, your mind-source. In the Buddhist perspective, of course, you have the cultivation of shin,
consciousness (you also can read in Japanese as kokoro, the heart, or the mental basis). You also
have the same sign or Chinese character, skin, which you use for the basis of the mind and also
for the heart. So, you can read it both as mind and heart. This term is a translation of Sanskrit
citta, the very root-level of consciousness that comprises both intellect and emotion. So, it is not

just intellectual knowledge or abstract knowledge, which is to be changed in both traditions,
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but the complete mental structure. Now, this refers all back to citta, the very basis of the
mental apparatus. When Jesus talks about mefanoia, or actually in the imperative metanoeite,
he means that you really should turn your mind from the scattered thoughts and contradictory
emotions, from the scattered impressions and experiences, into a mind which is totally directed
to the oneness of God, in Christian terms. In Buddhist terminology, this would be the oneness
of consciousness, or perhaps the oneness of the three bodies of the Buddha (¢7zkaya), ultimately
reflected in the dharmakaya, or to the oneness of the mind in Buddhist terms.

Human beings are distracted by contradicting emotions based on sensual
impressions, which are processed in such a way that a certain Ego-consciousness is created.
This is diagnosed as a false fabrication, or ignorance (avidya). In order to maintain this false
construction, humans tend to deny the impermanence (anitya) of everything and desire some
kind of stable and unchanging order (including a fixed mental construction), which is solid and
mirrors the desire for security. This gets frustrating, because everything is impermanent. The
discrepancy between the desire for permanence and the reality of impermanence is the source
for frustration and suffering (duhkha).

This frustration is deep. It causes sufferings of all kinds, which we cannot analyze
here in detail. But this condition or predicament is the root for mental constructions of a better
world, a better life, a better emotional and social balance, etc. This is called utopia, or a “no

place” , or a better world humans can imagine and should strive for.

Utopia

I like to make a distinction between three types of utopia. They have to do with space,
time and consciousness, so we have a spatial utopia, we have a temporal utopia, and we have a
mental utopia. The spatial utopia is there as a good world, a beautiful land, a flowering region
somewhere else on Earth. It has been called Atlantis, or “the land, where milk and honey
flows” , Shambhala or El Dorado. Sometimes it has more spiritual connotations; sometimes it
is a materialistic supermarket. Even the Buddhist Pure Land (sukhavati, jodo) is full of pleasing
material objects. It is not quite on Earth, rather it is more a space in the intermediate realm of
reality or somewhere else. The spacial utopia is outdated, however, because the earth is known
today; Google Maps can track every spot on the globe, and there is no space any more for an
ideal realm. So, what do we do? We foster the spatial utopia by ET, extraterrestrial worlds.
People dream of emigrating to Mars or somewhere else. That is the same attitude as the one
displayed by earlier generations in their myths. Today, we realize to have destroyed our world,
so let us move out. Rockets are being built already, and the movies are filled with possible star

treks.
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The second utopia is a temporal utopia, which projects the idea that in the beginning,
everything was good and at the end of time, it will get good again. In between, the world got
corrupted, but in the end, it will be good again. This is the Biblical utopia, which has shaped
a Christian understanding of history, to some extent: In the beginning, you have the paradise,
then the corruption period (history of the world), and the eschatological paradise (and the
heavenly Jerusalem coming down from heaven) again. In a secularized form, this is the Marxist
utopia. To some extent, it is in some conceptualizations, such as the Tibetan Kalacakra myth
of Shambhala and/or the Chinese White Lotus Sects; this myth is even there in Buddhism.
But as we all know, the temporal utopia did not materialize. The second coming of Christ was
postponed time and again, the ideal of the Communist society has been discredited, because
it did not work, and the end of the world has not yet happened. It has become difficult to be
patient and wait, because we do not have the time to wait anymore.

The third utopia is the utopia concerning the yet undiscovered land of consciousness.
It is about the change of the mind and the heart. This is the type of utopia the Buddha and
the Christ had in mind when they started to spread their respective messages. Both share an
optimistic view concerning human beings; they live in ignorance or sin, to be sure, but this can
be changed. Purification, healing and recovery of the mind are possible. What the Buddha is
concerned with is both realistic and optimistic: The first insight expressed in the First Noble
Truth is the recognition of universal suffering or unlimited frustration: sarvam duhkham. Yet,
the second truth states that this diagnosis is not apt to lead us into mental depression, but
to find out causes and reasons, the analysis needs to go on. We cannot describe the evil and
stop there, but we need to analyze what the causes are to find out whether this nexus can be
overcome. This is precisely what the 3™ and 4™ Noble Truths are about. Clearly, according
to Buddhist analysis, suffering has its root in craving and endless desire. This, however, has
its root in the assumption of a false Ego; for if one needs to stabilize this false Ego, one will
try to boost and inflate it by craving for material or mental goods in order to inflate this Ego.
Since others are doing exactly the same, one’s own claims are conflicting with the claims
of others. This leads to frustration, for the Ego remains fragile, subject to defeat and decay,
and therefore, humans start to develop hatred. Desire and hatred are two sides of the same
coin, and both are rooted in the fundamental ignorance concerning the status of the Ego. The
Buddha is very clear: The Ego is a psychological construction, useful for daily dealings, but
it has no ultimate reality. It believes to be an independent eternal entity, but in reality, it is
not. It is a fabricated, impermanent, relational, and a changing conventional entity. To realize
this truth is the beginning of an awakening, the beginning of a change of consciousness. This

is what the Buddhists again and again have stressed, and what Buddhist reformers, such

_8_



as Nichiren Daishonin, repeated in much later times: Impermanence is not a curse, it is the
possibility and precondition to change and to grow. Everything is in evolution. Therefore,
the mind also is convertible. The mind can be trained, redirected and changed. This is the
very idea and experience of spiritual practice. It is the core of what the Buddha discovered
against the Brahmanic stratification of society, which is more static and oriented on the
performance of rituals. Rituals might be useful, but only in so far as they further the spiritual
practice of cultivating the mind. What the Buddha actually discovered, and what is new in the
philosophical history of India at his time, was what is expressed in the term pratityasamutpada
(jpn. engi), the interconnectedness of everything or co-dependent arising. It is not only the
interconnectedness of the eight or 12 angles of the Buddhist path as in early Buddhism, but
also as later in Mahayana, the interconnectedness of all that is. In other words, when you look
at the world, according to the Buddhist intuition and experience, it is not that we have single
substances and individuals, which later on intermingle and get coopted so that composition
occurs out of which new things would emerge. Rather, the very basis of reality is relationship,
not substance, and out of these relationships, things will emerge: things like subatomic
particles, energy waves, atoms, molecules, cities, animals, humans, worlds and so on. They too
will dissolve and decay again and emerge anew in a different way. So, relationship, or the very
interrelatedness of reality, is at the heart of Buddhism, the heart of everything (and this is
why Buddhism is so attractive today to scientists, especially to physicists and neuroscientists,
because this is exactly the idea they discover when they interpret their experiments). The
basis of reality is not atoms intermingling and playing with each other, but virtual spaces, such
as information patterns, which then form something we call elementary particles and atoms
and so on. This is fundamental.

Christianity frames and expresses the human predicament in a different language
for reasons we cannot analyze here. Suffice it to say that the myth of a creator God and
the beginning of human freedom are related to what is called sin: the human search for
independence (from God or the Whole). The price of freedom is sin, or, philosophically
speaking, duality. Duality hurts, as well as creates competition, self-awareness and the stinge
of otherness. All this leads to fear and insecurity, which again are the reason for hatred and
despair. Only by unconditional trust in God can this situation be overcome, which again is the
source for unconditional love towards other beings. It is a different language and different story
here, but one fundamental insight is similar in Buddhism and Christianity: The mind or heart
can be changed. In Christian parlance, this happens by opening up to God’s presence and grace.
The term grace, however, in Greek is not a juridical, but an aesthetic term: charis. We still

have it in charisma or charismatic personality. It is being touched by a special transforming
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quality, being taken into the aura of beauty and goodness. It is something that happens to the
person when they have opened up. This is very similar to the realization one is to realize in the
Buddhist perspective. It is neither an active effort nor a passive let-go; it is a passive activity
and an active passivity. It would be impossible to explore this here in detail, but it is clearly a
way to express the fundamental attitude for meditation and spiritual practice everywhere.

As we can see, early Buddhism expresses its message more in analytic terms and
epistemologically as well as through psychological insight, while early Christianity expresses
itself not so much in concepts but in images or stories. Thus, the image Jesus uses for this
interconnectedness is love, and this is the unconditional love of a total giving himself to the
world. This is the image of incarnation and co-suffering with humans until death - complete
solidarity. God is not up there somewhere but is in every human being. For Buddhists, it
is all sentient beings, whereas Christians speak more about humankind, though on some
rare occasions, other creatures are included as well. Anyway, God is in all human beings,
irrespective of age, race, sex, religion, cultural conditioning or whatever. “God all in all” (panta
en pasin, as Paul has it in 1 Kor 15, 28) - this is the way early Christians expressed it, and to
some extent, this idea developed also in Judaism and later in Islamic mysticism: Everything is
interconnected. The mystery of reality, or the source of reality, is not far away. It is in every
single event of reality.

This was a short historical comparison. It may be interesting to the historian and the
specialist in Comparative Religion. Yet, is there any relevance for our contemporary world?
What do these interpretations and insights mean to us today? For us, what does this mean
in the context of these dangers and these fallacies or problems, which I mentioned in the
beginning? Of course, the deepest disaster we are facing today is the ecological disaster. The
tragedy is that this war, which we have now between Russia and Ukraine, or Russia and the
United States and the European Union, is that it not only destroys human life, but it is also an
ecological disaster. This is terrible. This war and all the other wars and conflicts take effect on
economic resources which we would need to rebuild by means of technology, our society, so as
to make it ecologically mature. What can we do in this situation? I have sorted out a few points

or areas of concern. I shall select just three of them to discuss with you.

Individualism, secularism and the need for a new education

The first problem is destructive individualism. We do have this more in the West,
whereas in East Asia it is not (yet) as strong or it appears in different forms, but it is there
and highly destructive for the whole globe. Buddhism has a remedy, and this is the experience

and concept of no-self (anatta/anatman), and the noble practice of karuna, a term which



should not be translated as compassion only, but it is an activity, it is, as I like to translate,
“healing dedication to all sentient beings” . It includes compassion but does not exhaust it. The
insight into no-self and compassion are closely connected. I will not go into philosophy right
now, but this is the very basis of Buddhism, not only of Buddhist ethics but also of Buddhist
anthropology. This healing attitude on the basis of no-self, which is an experience of joy and
connectedness, is the basis of dealing with the problems mentioned above, especially the
overexaggerated individualism.

Christianity talks about love, but what is love? Love is not just an emotional event
between two persons. As such, it may have many forms and usually it disappears after some
time, after the first excitement. But love is something more fundamental or basic. Love is
an expression or the very reality of interconnectedness, in all its dimensions of the human
consciousness: cognitive, emotional, and also a matter of willpower. It is the expression of this
interconnectedness of all things. So, if one only loves exclusively — this person or this special
thing - then this love is biased and conditioned by an egocentric perspective. For here, I love
what pleases me, and I hate what challenges me. I might be neutral and disinterested in other
situations. But this is not love, it is desire. It is not the overarching attitude of life, which is
in tune with the realities of life. This is why the Greeks (and here the Christian tradition, too)
differentiate between eros and agape.

In some ways, individualism may be something which is needed in evolutionary
processes since it makes sense in the context of regulated competition. The individual needs
to grow, needs to mature, needs to be in competition with others. But here, I want to point
out that the basic structure of living entities is cooperation and symbiosis. Competition and
cooperation are built into all living beings, but they are not on the same level. Cooperation
is the encompassing model, and competition is one way to create the most efficient way
of cooperation. Why? If competition were the general frame, the competing bodies would
extinguish the losing side, and competition would come to an end. Efficiency, or a benefit, might
be reached at this point for the winner, but this is temporary and a short gain only. For the
competing partner has been eliminated, and this is why the system breaks down: One of the
competing sides has disappeared. However, if cooperation is the wider goal, competition in
regulated ways will allow for a lasting process. Regulation means that no side should go extinct.
This holds true for biological competition, economic competition, and cultural and political
competition. Competition is the fuel of individualistic egotism and vice versa. Therefore,
individualism is one-sided. It may have a point, but it needs to be tamed or regulated so that
society, as the larger body, does not suffer.

In summary, all life systems, including human systems, such as societies, are
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cooperative systems. Competition is needed but it is only one way to express the overarching
reality of cooperation. As long as cooperative systems, such as a whole economy, function,
competition is needed to stimulate ever-better solutions. But if competition eradicates the
other, it eradicates the very foundation it stands on. Because the other is gone, and you have
only one left, the whole thing collapses. It is the same situation, of course, in the educational
system: Insight into interconnectedness will overcome individualism. On that basis, we have
to understand that the overarching structure is the structure of cooperation, and competition
is one way to make the cooperation better and better. I think this is a very important insight,
which we need in the economy, which we need in the financial systems, which we need in the
ecological systems, but also in our personal relations. The cultural heritage of East Asia, both
the Buddhist and the Confucian heritage, has a much deeper and much clearer understanding
of interconnectedness than Western societies do. Western perspectives are much more based
on the realization of the individual against other individuals. The Darwinian evolution theory is
understood often as the survival of the fittest and not adaptation to the circumstances, which
makes the fittest. There are two ways to interpret Darwin, and I think it is very important
that we do not stick to one only. Actually, the very foundation of the evolution theory is that it
iIs a continuous adaptation and not just a matter of strength. Buddhist and Christians do have
their own practices and their narratives or stories and practices to overcome mere competition
and to integrate differences, both in the personal mind and in society.

This brings me to the second point: secularism in modernity. What is the function of
religion? The great sociologist, Emile Durkheim, one of the founders of sociology in France
in the late 19th century, wrote a book in 1897, Le Suicide, on suicide. What is suicide? He
wanted to understand suicide, but also wanted to make sociology a science, a real science. So,
he said, what we have to rely on is statistics, and statistics only. Statistics was the tool of his
time and was newly invented as it were. He had all these statistics and found that there were
hardly any suicides in Jewish communities. There were few suicides in Catholic communities.
There were many suicides in Protestant communities, and he felt the challenge to look at the
situations, and find reasons. He came to the conclusion that it is a socially binding factor that
prevents Jews from committing suicide. This is because of their religion and also because
of their minority status, which generates a strong binding in their society. Catholics, due to
the unity of the Catholic Church, which is both a unity in ritual and belief, have also a great
binding factor as cohesion, we could say, or integration. Durkheim used the term “integration”
. Protestants are based on individual faith, on individual conscience, and they do not have so
much communal binding. Whether this analysis is valid in different social situations of the three

religious groups is another question and is not our issue here, but this is what Durkheim found



for his time in France. He argued that religion is what gives a society or a group of people
cohesion, coherence, and integration. It is interesting to note that this work on suicide was the
blueprint for his later books, which generalized some of these findings into a comprehensive
sociology of religion: most important was his book, Les formes élémentaires de la vie religieuse
Paris 1912. Here, he explicated his analysis much more. However, in 1912, we are already in
a time of structurally increased secularism. Auguste Comte (positivism) and Karl Marx (his
theory of religion as the opium of the people and the idea of class struggle) have left their
traces. Durkheim is aware of these determining forces in French society. He envisages a
religion functional in society, and the basic function would be the binding factor. So, in order
to overcome the secular drive, religion should reinvent itself. Religion should not disappear
but change. We need the good aspects of religion and foster their function in society. We
need a religion which is aware of the secular forces and the destructive elements in industrial
societies. The most destructive one is the breaking up of social bonds.

Now, we should take a look into the different Buddhist societies in South Asia,
Southeast Asia and China today, then in Japan, and I need to limit our focus here to Japan. I
refer to a paper which I had written earlier: Classical Buddhist institutions have diminished
in esteem among the populace ever since the persecutions of Buddhism in the Meiji period,
while at the same time continuing to serve the ritual needs of the people. On the other hand,
modern lay Buddhist movements, such as the Soka Gakkai, Reiyukai, and Rissho Kosei-kai, are
gaining ground both in Japan and abroad. For example, the Soka Gakkai is now represented
in more than 190 countries. With the erosion of the religious authority of the priests and
monks, the lay organizations have redefined the spiritual role of the individual in a collective
effort. The individual is considered fully capable of performing all religious functions, including
merit transfer to deceased ancestors, funerals and ancestral rites. Differently from traditional
institutions, lay organizations also take care of every aspect of an individual's life, including
psychological, spiritual, marital and financial counseling. All members are asked to actively
recruit other members. Leadership positions are often assumed by women. A point of appeal
of the groups is their way of building community through interpersonal communication and
reports in so-called Dharma circles; I am speaking about the Hoza, of people coming together
on a regular basis. In these groups’ counseling sessions, people share the experiences and
difficulties encountered in their daily life and exchange their insights on how the teaching
of the Lotus Sutra illuminates such situations. These personal acts of witnessing help foster
the cohesiveness of the group and the allegiance of its members. Since these lay movements
are based on the teachings of Nichiren, one of the reformers of the 13th century, their study

of Buddhist doctrine is mainly focused on the Lotus Sutra, their practice of chanting the
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title of the text. Even though more traditional institutions, like Zen temples, have opened
themselves, very often reluctantly, it is the laity in these new religious movements, which is
really stimulating the Buddhist presence and practice in the country and worldwide. These
developments are inspired by Makiguchi, Toda and Ikeda Daisaku. But as we can directly
recognize, they are exactly fulfilling the needs of a reformed religion as was envisaged already
by Durkheim in his sociological studies after 1900. This is very interesting.

I am coming to the third point: education. We need to be aware that religious
education is an education in values, as Makiguchi, Toda and others have always stressed. And
this is absolutely important for the functioning of our societies, but also for the maturation
and growth of the individual. It is not just the education about historical facts of religion and
some kind of transcendental beliefs or whatever, but education is educating the mind in the
double sense, as I said: the clarity of mind and the power of compassion, which the mind can
produce on the basis of the insight of interconnectedness of all events. There is sufficient
evidence that this is possible; it is not just a utopian dream. As already mentioned, everything
is impermanent. The mind is flexible. Neuroscience today calls this the plasticity of the brain.
Training the mind is one of the very important keys not only for a better life, but also I think a
key - maybe it sounds a bit pathetic, but I express it this way - for the survival of humankind.
Not just because we are living in the nuclear age, though this is one aspect of high relevance
and recent developments demonstrate this in a frightening urgency, but also because of the
ecological situation. What ecology is concerned about is that we need to be aware of the
urgency. Maybe the needed turn or transformation is not a matter of decades, but perhaps
in the next 10 or 15 years. Here, we all sit in one boat, be it Russians or Ukrainians, Chinese
or Taiwanese, North Koreans or South Koreans, or whatever. The natural as well as political
disasters in Africa and Latin America are also connected to it. They all have their political
and economic conflicts, but ecology unites us, whether we want it or not. We know that new
technological developments and breakthroughs in engineering are vital and important. Much
can be done and is already being done - what the Hydrogen Society Japan is talking about is
an excellent example for the world. We have become aware that our technologies, which we
had so far, especially energy production and so forth, have been rather primitive because they
were using and producing waste with a little bit of energy and a little bit of beautiful products
in between. But an intelligent economy would produce intelligent technologies and goods on
the basis of a wholesome economy with products that can be recycled, because the processes
of nature are in cycles. So, the processes of culture and economy, as part of our culture, should
also be recycled. This is what we are teaching, hopefully, in our technological departments,

and we will be able to increase performance and make it ecologically suitable, when we do so.



But this is not enough, for it is only one side of the story. The other side is the motivation and
mood of human beings. There is too much inertia, self-centeredness, greed and ignorance. We
have so much technological innovation, but still, we do not apply it, at least not fast enough.
Why? Not only because of ignorance and not only because of, shall I say, the laziness of the
systems, but because of greed, because of hatred, because of a consciousness, which is not up
to the mark. Our mental system is not yet sufficiently developed, and our emotions are not
yet sufficiently integrated in a situation, where technologically, we are so advanced that we
can destroy all life on earth. Just to give one example: Even today, in view of all the problems
just mentioned, what do most of the people do all the time? What do you see them doing on
the trains, for hours and hours? What do they spend most of their precious time with? Playing
games, which are in most cases rather dull and even foster aggressive skills. It is perpetual
pachinko. This is a real danger. Next to all the gossip and fake news and fabricated false reality
on the internet, we have to realize that our brains can degenerate. We can see already in the
scanner of neuroscientists how the brain degenerates by this misuse, by this one-sided training.
Especially, emotional qualities may degenerate. Here, education is the key to the solution. It
needs to be a comprehensive education that reactivates the resources of our cultural and
religious traditions, but in modern form and in languages and images that are adapted to the
present age. Pointing to it sharply we can say: To get enlightened and to get compassionate
Is not just a task for some saints or for some special people, it is a task for everybody. And
it is the duty of our educational systems to provide structures, to provide the space and time
for developing the human mind to its full potential. Only then, we can really implement the
technologies which are coming to the benefit of all sentient beings. Only then, we will make the
earth a better place to live in — or perhaps we should say — Only then we will be able to live.

Education is at the center of everything.

Thank you for your attention.

Questions and Answers:

Q: Thank you very much. Your lecture is so interesting and so encouraging. My question is
about the attitude to transform our minds. You said it is very important to transform the mind,
and you introduced Soka Gakkai's activities, where we share experiences, and this is a good
opportunity to change your mind. But what do you think is the real benefit from this kind of

sharing? In the Soka Gakkai, you can hear them say that, if you believe in this religion, you
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can become rich, and you can also discover that you are sick and may need help. Yes, it is a
worthy benefit. Sharing your real experience is important and a good opportunity to change
and transform the mind, to develop potential. But many Japanese scholars criticize the Soka
Gakkai for its activities because they emphasize worldly benefit only, and this has nothing to do
with religion. According to these intellectuals, religion should not be preoccupied with worldly

benefits but with ethical life. What do you think about this?

von Briick: I quoted the Soka Gakkai as an example of changing classical religious traditions to
adapt it to a secular and post-secular environment. So, I think the structures, which we have
built, or which you have built here, and especially the Hoza, is one level. We need to distinguish
different levels in our life, in our development, and also in our educational systems: One level is
personal, the second is interpersonal, and the third one is society or the social/political reality.
Personal is the inner development of the mind, concentration, balancing emotions, generating
joy and hope, etc. Interpersonal is the relation to others, which, of course, directly influences
the personal level as well. This is where the practice of communal chanting, performance of
rituals and also Hoza is located. I suppose this is important in Japan, because you did not
have these structures before. It is a kind of counseling, meeting, family relations, and so on.
The social level is where you gather larger groups and get to activate them in useful work for

society.

Meditation means to create concentration and mindfulness, and this is extremely important
for all levels. The cultivation of the individual is influencing society. During the last few years
virtually thousands of studies have been made about the power of meditation. According
to all findings, meditation has a significant influence on the cognitive, emotional and social
competencies of the person; it can really make a change. There are studies conducted by one of
the Max Planck Institutes for Neurosciences in Leipzig (called “The Human Resource Project”).
They found out that you actually can learn to develop a compassionate heart, depending on
which kind of meditation you practice. There are many: zen, mantra, nembutsu nam myoho
renge kyo, etc. In all these practices you focus your mind, you concentrate, you generate
awareness and attentiveness, and so on. This changes “the hardware” of the brain. If you
combine it with cognitive content such as metta and/or karuna meditation (visualizing love and

compassion), the mind is really tuned toward a lasting compassionate attitude.

Now, having said this, I come closer to answering your question. I do not think that we should

make a dichotomy, or a contradiction between the material and spiritual, or material goods and



spiritual goods. Reality is one. The transcendent and the immanent are not two realities, but
two ways of looking at one reality. The two are sokw, as it is expressed in Japanese logic. In
the Buddhist tradition, this is expressed philosophically in many different ways. Most famous is
the quote from the Heart Sutra: rupa (Form) is shunyata (Emptiness) and shunyata is rupa. Or,
Zen declares in the famous ox-herding pictures: after enlightenment, return to the marketplace.
It is the marketplace where you engage and practice your wise and compassionate mind. So,
in classical Japanese Buddhist thought, the contradiction your critics are applying is not valid.
Similarly, in Christianity, you may have faith (trust) in God. But this expresses or embodies
itself in your attitude in daily life. In one simile (Matthew 25, 14-30), this is expressed even in
financial/economic terms: people have been given talents by God to work with it, to augment

it. Talent in antiquity was a measure for money, after all.

However, we should make a distinction between quantity and quality. So, just to give you an
example: Enjoy a Japanese meal. It is aesthetically so beautifully ordered, but you do not have
much on the plate in terms of quantity. You have beauty, and you have enjoyment, and it may
be expensive. It may have taken a lot of work, and a lot of energy is in there, but to enjoy
this with full attentiveness is a spiritual practice, whereas when you have heaps of American
burgers, then you just have a lot of quantity, but perhaps not necessarily quality. If you just fill
up your belly without this sense of beauty and contentment, it iS not a spiritual practice. So,
I think the divide is not between material and spiritual, or material and mental, but between
quantity and quality. And for me, this is my basic distinction also with regard to the ecological
transformation. To consume less might make us more aware of quality, so we gain something.
Our society still is too much oriented on quantitative terms, so the Gross National Product (the
performance of the economy) is measured in quantitative terms only. I think this is wrong.
We have to switch over to quality, and I think here we can learn a lot from classical Japanese
aesthetics. Aesthetics is not just for the holidays and something which we would enjoy when
we have done our ordinary work, but aesthetics is how we do our ordinary work. In this field,
the Soka Gakkai has made a contribution. Everybody has to make a contribution, and we
have to see how we can improve our self-education on all three levels: the individual level, the
interpersonal level, and the social level. Our brain is built to act according to rewards. Joy is
the reward of good action. This is our human condition, biologically as well as socially. We
want rewards, but the rewards should be the proper ones. This is what I would answer to the

critics you are referring to.

Q: I would like to follow up on something since we are on the topic of the Soka Gakkai, and this
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was something I actually wrote for an encyclopedia article I was working on concerning the
Soka Gakkai and modernity. On the one hand, there is this sort of group pastoral environment
of mutual support, but on the other hand, this is combined with a very strict individuality,
which in the Soka Gakkai takes the form: only you can change your own Karma. So, there
Is a supporting environment, and then at the same time, there is a very rigorous individual
responsibility. My feeling is that this creates a good potential to tackle some of the issues of
modernity, and I just wonder if you have any thoughts on that.

von Briick: Sure, but this is not new. The concept of Karma is the very basis of Buddhism.
Karma is a special understanding of causality; it is what I translate as reciprocal causality. This
means that any action has a double result - it causes a modification of the object, but it also
changes the subject. It contributes to building the character (lit.: imprint) of the subject. Most
Buddhist schools hold that there is no collective Karma, there is individual Karma. So, when I

talk about causal relations--

C: sokuteki ingaser.

von Briick: ...this is the cause, this is the effect, and we say the cause is creating the effect in a
one-way direction, but this is not so, for the relationship is mutual. There is also a rebounding.
Let me give an example: When a person smokes, he/she does it one time to try, again for
companionship, again because it is just what you do when you sit together, etc. You do it once,
you do it twice, you do it three times and it becomes your habit — you have changed. You do
not only pollute the environment but yourself. So, every cause has an effect, but the effect
influences the cause. This is Karma. Therefore, you have great responsibility, and you are
responsible also to your own life and to develop your own potentials. Now, to many Christians
this may sound like a heresy and I would answer: No, you mistook the whole point of the basis
for Christian ethics. Because if God is within you and you have become a new being in Christ
(many passages, for instance Paul in 2 Kor 5,17), you have been reshaped by your mental
attitude (faith). This faith may be regarded as a gift of God, sure, but you have to open yourself
up to it. This is your self-transformation. In another expression, this is the point of incarnation.
The early church expressed it in the astonishing formula: God became man, that man can
become God. You see, if God is within you, you have to take care of that, and since the early
Christians say (Paul in 1 Kor 6,19), that you should mind your body, because it is the temple
of God, he talks about responsibility for your own life. In fact, Paul takes this from the Roman
architecture (Vitruvius, 1* century A.D.), because there, any temple building is considered a

temple of God insofar as it imitates the human body. Paul admonishes his friends in Korinth:



You better clean that place. So, in this way, I would say, all the religious traditions who are
focusing on changing the mind and developing the mind would have this potential, which Indian

religions have expressed in the idea of Karma.

Q: Thank you.

von Briick: But as you know, in Japan the classical traditional Buddhism has become very
much ritualistic, and this is it. I think we need rituals, and that is another thing. But again, the
ritual is not enough. It is useful only when it helps to develop the mind because all depends on
the mind. I think, this is what the founders of the Soka Gakkai took up. That is what Nichiren
took up in his time. The other day, we talked on Nichiren and Luther, the two reformers
who got impatient with the ritualistic religion of their time. They considered it as corrupt.
This is certainly one reason why today people of the Soka Gakkai were not so much liked
by traditional Buddhists. The critics argue: You are not really a Buddhist, because you get
impatient. Nichiren was very impatient, indeed. He did not behave calmly because he felt the
need to transform soclety in order to implement Buddhist values. And this is what is very
Buddhist. It is similar to the reformers in Europe in the 16th century. Luther was very
impatient. He got criticized for similar reasons, but sometimes, it is necessary to act with

impatience. However, your mind should not get disturbed, but your actions should be forceful.

May I ask you a question in return? How do you see the situation of the youth in Japan?
Is there a search for mental development and real joy, or is there just this running for
meaningless entertainment? Is it integrated or is it going into such a materialistic and

distracted way as we see everywhere in the West and also in China?

Answer: They do not think about it. They do not want to think about it. They do not want
to face reality. They want to run away. That is why they want to spend time playing games
because they want to focus on nothing.

von Briick: Is there a kind of awareness of the ecological challenge? For ecological
transformation of the society? Are they getting engaged and trying to push the industries and

so on?

Answer: They do not.
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However, some Japanese are interested in ecological programs and they are active. But not so
many. Usually, we do not want to discuss politics, religion, or economic disasters. We want to

prevent those things from our lives.

Unfortunately, many Japanese students are not so interested in ecological programs, but
fortunately, our university has a great goal which the founder, Ikeda, showed us. So, I think
many students at Soka University want to create a better world. And their attitude is, I think,

much better than older Japanese students. So, I hope our students will contribute a lot.

Q: My question to you is: What is the most important factor of higher education? You used
the word transformation and change of mind. However, in the university system of higher
education the most important goal is cognitive or academic skills. But you said education
should be not only cognitive but also more harmonized between cognitive aspects and emotion.

What is the important premise today for such transformative education?

von Briick: In Munich, we have a group of scholars representing different disciplines (natural
sciences, medicine, humanities, law) who form what we call the Human Sciences Centre. Since
more than 20 years, we have met regularly to raise questions and discuss most basic research
without producing papers all the time; there is no pressure to produce, but time to ask. We
usually have a topic, one of us introduces it, and then we discuss it. Biologists, medical doctors,
and colleagues from the fields of genetics, brain sciences, sociology, religious studies, philosophy,
theory of sciences, etc. And what do we do there? Our motto is: Ask the unasked questions
and explore the anthropological universalia and the cultural specifica. What we take for
granted needs to be challenged. What is mathematics? What is knowing? What is evolution,
biologically and culturally? Does humankind have a future? Of course, a big question is artificial

intelligence, what is it? We ask from different perspectives.

So, the first point in education is: Ask the unasked questions and prepare students to ask
unasked questions. How do we do that? You need to learn, and this is the second point, to
distance yourself from yourself. The best way to do it is by meditation. You breathe and
observe it. Who is it who is breathing? Me? What is this? Who am I? And so on. We learn
the distance from ourselves. Usually, we identify with our thoughts, our sex, our religion, our
position in society, with what we experience as our Ego. Who is this? And who is it who asks
this question? Learning to distance yourself from yourself allows you to develop a critical mind.

Further, a third point. A couple of years ago, one orchestra in the city of Hof (Bavaria) asked



my university to conduct a study on the benefit of music education, because they have a
special cooperation with two high schools where the students learn to play instruments,
especially violin. If they are good enough, they can already play in the orchestra, so they are
already integrated into the performing arts. This is different from an ordinary music school.
We made a sample, of course, put them in the brain scanner, used interviews and studied
performance rates. The result was significant. These kids who were in musical training did
better cognitively. They were much better in mathematics. They were also much more
balanced emotionally, and they were much better at socializing. Why? Because they learned to
control the mind, the emotions, and the physical body, and they needed to relate all their
activities to the other performers in the team. This demonstrates what the famous conductor,
Daniel Barenboim, of the Berlin opera told us at another occasion at a conference in connection
with the Salzburg Festival: Cross-cultural and interdisciplinary dialogue is like playing in a
string quartet. You need to play your own sound while simultaneously listening to the other;
otherwise, the quartet cannot come together. More abstract: Your own is to be totally in
tune with what the other is, and vice versa. Reality is mutuality. This is what comprehensive

education is all about.
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Report on “Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe Exhibition”:

First Editions and His Handwritten Letters

Ito Takao

1. Overview

2. Exhibition Contents
1) Panels

I
II

Introduction

About the Exhibits

IIT Goethe: His Life and Times

IV Adapted from Special Lecture “Goethe the Man”

2) Exhibit Captions

I

II

First edition of Goethe's books

The Sorrows of Young Werther, 1775

Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship, 4 volumes, 1795-1796

The Complete Works of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 61 volumes, 1827-1830, 1832-1842
Goethe’s handwritten letters, 9 letters, 17 pages

(1) Dated 15 August 1819 (Addressed to his son August)

(2) Dated 23 August 1819 (Addressed to his son August)

(3) Dated 13 August 1820 (Addressed to his son August)

(4) Dated 7 September 1820 (Addressed to his son August)

(5) Dated 9 October 1821 (Addressed to his son August)

(6) Dated 21 October 1821 (Addressed to his son August)

(7) Dated 13 August 1822 (Addressed to his son August)

(8) Dated 27 December 1822 (Addressed to philologist Joseph Stanislaus Zauper)
(9) Dated 24 August 1823 (Addressed to his son August)

3. Records of the Opening Ceremony

1) Greetings by Soka University President Masashi Suzuki

2) Greetings by First Secretary Dr. Soehnke Grothusen, Director of Culture Department from

Ito Takao (Professor, Faculty of Letters, Soka University)
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the German Embassy

3) Congratulatory Message from Dr. Yoshihito Mori, the former President of Goethe-
Gesellschaft in Japan

4) Greetings by Soka University Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Yasunori Tashiro

5) Explanation of exhibits by Soka University Executive Vice President Ryohei Tanaka

1. Overview

From December 1 to December 22, 2023,
the Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe
Exhibition was held at Global Square 1* floor Entrance
Hall, displaying several valuable artifacts related to
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), the German

literary giant, who is known for his famous work The

Sorrows of Young Werther.
The exhibition commemorates the 20"
anniversary of founder Daisaku Ikeda’s first special

lecture held on March 10, 2003. He delivered the lecture

to the students under the title “Goethe the Man,” which
lasted for 90 minutes. The first edition of Goethe's works and nine handwritten letters collected
by the university were displayed.

In particular, the nine letters were mostly addressed to August, Goethe's only son
who survived into adulthood, and are historically valuable, including writings related to West-
Eastern Divan and “Marienbad Elegy” ; masterpieces written in his later years. This is the
largest collection of handwritten letters in Japan, seven of which were on display in Japan for

the first time. (to preserve the artifacts, replicas were displayed)




This exhibition was created by Ikeda Research Institute for Soka Education (IRISE),
and supervised by Executive Vice President Professor Ryohei Tanaka and the author. The
English translation was provided by IRISE Professor Andrew Gebert and staff Toh Jian Qun.

The panels and exhibits were designed by Hokuto Engineering Co., Ltd.

At the opening ceremony held on December 1, 2023, Soka University President
Suzuki delivered his opening remarks, followed by greetings from First Secretary Dr. Soehnke
Grothusen, the Director of Culture Department from the German Embassy, and Professor
Takao Ito introduced the congratulatory speech by the former President of Goethe-Gesellschaft
in Japan, Dr. Yoshihito Mori.

Soka University Chairman Mr. Yasunori Tashiro reflected on Mr. Ikeda's special
lecture, “Goethe the Man,” calling for a renewed determination to “succeed and continue to
pursue the grand goal of the Founder, and to realize world peace and the happiness of the
people.”

After the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Faculty of Education Associate Professor Hiromi
Adachi and a student from the Faculty of Letters performed the song “Heidenroslein” (Heath
Rose). The song is a poem by Goethe, composed by Schubert and Werner. A digest video of
Mr. Ikeda’s lecture titled “Goethe the Man” was screened, followed by an explanation of the

exhibits by Executive Vice President Ryohei Tanaka.

The exhibition and the opening ceremony were also reported on several newspapers,
including the Yomiuri Shimbun (Tama edition, morning newspaper), Mainichi Shimbun (Tama
edition, morning newspaper), and Seikyo Shimbun on December 2.

The following is a record of the exhibition (panels and captions) and speeches by each

speaker during the opening ceremony.
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2 Exhibition contents

(1) Panels

I. Introduction
When head and heart are busy, say,
What better can be found?
Who neither loves nor goes astray,
Were better under ground.

(Goethe's Works, vol. 1 (Poems), G. Barrie)

Goethe, who was close to the people, affirmed that
as long as we are alive, it is natural to love, to feel lost, or conflicted.

The founder wrote this passage in his reading notes when he was turning 20.

Goethe was a versatile poet, playwright, politician, and scientist.

Although he lost family members one after another, he looked deeply at life and death and
sublimated his anguish into his art.

The founder, who had lost his brother in the war and suffered from tuberculosis himself,

deeply empathized with the words of Goethe.

He also quoted Goethe in his speeches, including in his dialogues with many scholars from
overseas, and in his encouragement to the youth.

He provided a vision for the future of humanity through Goethe's worldview.

In March 2003, at the request of students, faculty staff, and the board of directors,
the founder delivered a 90-minute special lecture titled “Goethe the Man.”
Even though it was a lecture, it was not theoretical.

The founder spoke in a straightforward manner under the theme of “a human being who

lived a turbulent life.”

The commoner, the servant,
the conquerer

at all times confess:

the highest happiness

for a child of the earth



is found only in character.

(West-Eastern Divan)

“The purpose of life is to create the greatest happiness which is of character.
For that, I hope that you will continue learning.”

This was the founder’'s warm encouragement to each student before their graduation.

To commemorate the 20" anniversary of this special lecture,

From the university’s collection, first editions of Goethe's books and his handwritten letters
will be displayed.

We hope you will be inspired by the breath of creativity of this great literary figure and

use this inspiration to find vigor for tomorrow.

Soka University

II. About the exhibits
This exhibition will display valuable Goethe-related artifacts from the university's

collection.

The Sorrows of Young Werther,

1775, first edition, second printing

Wilhelmm Meister's Apprenticeship,
4 volumes, 1795-1796, first printing

The Complete Works of Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe,
61 volumes, 1827-1830, 1832-1842, first edition (pocket

edition)

All of these books were published during Goethe'’s lifetime. (20 books from the latter
half of The Complete Works of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe were published posthumously)

Handwritten letters by Goethe, nine letters, 17 pages,

1819-1823 (replicas, released to the public for the first time in Japan)
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The nine letters were mostly addressed to August, Goethe’s only son who survived
into adulthood, and are historically valuable, including writings related to West-Eastern Divan
and “Marienbad Elegy” ; masterpieces written in his later years. It is known that there are six
other handwritten letters of Goethe in Japan, including those at the University of Tokyo, Kyoto
University of Foreign Studies, and Tenri University.'

Since 2015, various research institutes, mainly in Germany, have been building a
database of the entire collection of Goethe's handwritten letters in approximately 200 locations
worldwide. The Goethe and Schiller Archive in Germany is currently compiling and publishing
“The Complete Works of Goethe” in 38 volumes.

The recipients of Goethe’s letters included not only those in literature and the arts,
but also important figures of the time in various fields such as philosophy, science, and politics.
Thus, Goethe’s correspondence is a first-class research source for understanding European

history in the late 18" and early 19" centuries.

III. Goethe: His Life and Times
Debut from The Sorrows of Young Werther 1749-1775

Born in August 1749 to a merchant family in Frankfurt,
Germany. He became familiar with theater and storytelling under
the influence of his father, who was a devoted educator, and his
mother, who often told stories to him.

After a period of illness, he studied law at the University
of Strasbourg. During this time, he met the literary critic Herder

and had a love affair with the young Friederike. These experiences

led to the publishing of the poems “Heidenréslein” (Rose on the

. . " N . Frankfurt, Birthplace of
Heath or Little Rose of the Field) and "May Song, and his career Goethe

as a poet began.

During training as a lawyer in Wetzlar, he met Charlotte, the woman who would
become the model for the heroine in the novel The Sorrows of Young Werther, and later fell
in love with her. The novel, in which he freely expressed his passionate emotions and his

unhappiness toward society, caused a frenzied response throughout Europe.

! Reference: Ishihara, A. (2023) Goethe’s Letters in Japan, European Studies (Vol. 22, p. 105-112) University
of Tokyo.
2 Thid,, p. 106.



Political Career in Weimar 1775 - 1788

Later, at the invitation of Duke Karl August, Goethe became involved in the politics
of Weimar. He established schools for spinning and knitting textiles for the livelihood of the
common people, set up irrigation facilities, eased the tax burden, and reduced the number
of army troops. At the same time, he began to study nature and expanded his interests to
zoology, anatomy, and meteorology. He discovered the intermaxillary bone in the human body
and made other achievements in the field of medicine.

However, his aspirations to enrich the public finances and contribute to the welfare
of the common people were met with resistance from vested interests, and he was faced with
several setbacks. As the number of incomplete poetic works increased, he left for Italy alone, in
search of a new beginning as a poet and human being.

During his stay in Italy, he rediscovered his creativity and was able to complete his
play “Egmont.” He then proceeded to write “Faust,” which became his life’s work and fulfilled

his wish to be known as a poet.

Friendship with Schiller, a German Literary Giant 1788 - 1805

After returning to Weimar, Goethe met Christiane, ¥ . HFgE™ — “eswe

e i
who later became his wife, and their son August was born. {1 28 g - .

Their loving life was short-lived when the French Revolution
broke out, and he served under Duke August. He left a legacy
of societal reactions to the Revolution in his works.

In 1794, he began his friendship with Friedrich
Schiller (1759-1805), a poet known as the author of “Ode
to Joy,” which lasted about eleven years until Schiller’s
death from illness at age 46. Following Schiller’s advice, he :
completed his long novel Wilhelm Meister’s Apprenticeship Statuesscg‘h(ﬁg?the and
and his epic poem “Hermann and Dorothea.”

Their friendship ushered in the golden age of German literature. Their correspondence

numbered more than 1,000 letters, and Japanese translations have also been published.

Advocacy of World Literature - Goethe’s Later Years 1805 - 1832

After Schiller’s death, Goethe grieved that he had “lost half of my being,” but the
following vear, he fulfilled a long-cherished wish of his late friend by completing “Faust, Part
One” which he had written with Schiller's encouragement.

Despite a succession of wars, he devoted himself to study and art, and completed



Report on “Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe Exhibition” :First Editions and His Handwritten Letters

“Theory of Colors,” which was a breakthrough in the
methodology of modern natural science. In addition, he
left behind works that trace his spiritual development,
such as “Poetry and Truth,” an autobiographical work,
and “Campagne in Frankreich,” an account of his military

service.

He also became familiar with not only the

Goethe's house in Weimar

latest European literature, but also Indian and Chinese

literature through translated works and advocated for a “world literature” that transcends

narrow-minded nationalism. Although faced with the grief of the deaths of his wife and son, he

fought for his life and completed Wilhelm Meister’s Journeyman Years and “Faust, Part Two.”
In 1832, he caught a cold and passed away sitting in his chair at the age of 82. His

last words are said to have been “More light.”

IV. Adapted from Founder’s Special Lecture “Goethe the Man”
[ Read by the founder in his youth

Before I begin my lecture, I would like to share some words of Goethe that I have
been fond of since my youth: “Use your time honestly! If you wish to understand something, do
not seek it far afield!”

This has become one of my mottoes over the years.

Goethe described youth as “so rich in hidden powers.” No one is greater, no one is
stronger than the person who is dynamic and vigorous in youth. Goethe’s own life admirably
attests to this.

In my youth, I resolved to dedicate my life to my chosen path, with the full conviction
that this period of youth was the time to cultivate the strength I would need to meet the

challenges ahead?

[] The importance of one’s determination

During his student days, Goethe quietly decided to undertake his own education and
cultivate his powers as a writer. He was driven by the desire to touch people’s hearts, have an
impact on the world and build a new age through his writings.

The great human revolution of each individual starts with just this kind of decision to

challenge one’s dreams.

® Ikeda, D. (2006). Goethe the Man. To the Youthful Pioneers of Soka (p.117). Soka University Student

Union.



To achieve this goal, Goethe spent his time as a student greedily imbibing a vast
range of learning - literature, art, science, languages and history among others.

A person who decides to change the world, to move people’s hearts, for the sake of
human happiness and lasting peace, is strong. I hope you will each strive to be just such a

person.’

[ ] Building one’s foundation

Goethe laid his foundations as a poet and writer while still a student, when he was
about 20 years old. This is an important time in life. It sets the course for many things in the
future. I can verify this from my own experience.

Please don't forget that one of the purposes of your time as students and of your
youth is to lay the foundation for the rest of your lives.

Many years later, the 75-year-old Goethe famously said to a young man who came
to him seeking advice about his future: “The great point is to make a capital that will not be
exhausted.” With this encouragement, he set the young man on the right path.

I hope that you will deeply ponder these words.

Young people need to focus earnestly on their goals, and to solidly establish an
unshakable foundation in order to be able to accomplish them. This, too, is another of Goethe's

insights about life’

[] Goethe’s final words

It is often said that Goethe's last words were “More light!” Actually, he seems to have
asked that the shutters be opened to allow more light into his room.

My mentor Josei Toda gave his own interpretation to Goethe's words. ‘I think in
Goethe’s last words,” he said, “we can hear a cry from the depths of Goethe’s being. By asking
for more light, he was expressing his unceasing wish to keep observing the world, keep
learning from it, keep engaging it in dialogue, and further, to continue dedicating his life and

taking action for the world’s sake.” °

' Thid, p. 122-123
> TIhid, p. 127-128
° Thid, p. 138
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(2) Exhibit captions
L. First editions of Goethe’s books
The Sorrows of Young Werther, first edition, second printing

Leipzig, Weygand'sche Buchhandlung, 1775, 2v.inl

This mid-length novel was written by Goethe
when he was 25. The novel narrates the story of a young
man, Werther, who falls in love with a woman named
Charlotte, who already has a fiancé, until his suicide
in despair of his unrequited love. The story unfolds
consequentially through a series of letters written by the
protagonist.

At the time of publication, the book was the
bestseller in Europe and some people even took their

own lives, influenced by the example of the protagonist.

It is said that Napoleon read the book seven times.

This work is based on Goethe’s personal experience. Goethe stated that he overcame
his crisis by freely expressing the protagonist’s intense feelings, conflicts, and his heartbreak in
the form of a novel. It is still widely read around the world and has been adapted into a manga

in Japan, where it remains a well-loved novel of youth.

Wilhelmm Meister’s Apprenticeship, first edition
Berlin, J. F. Unger, 1795-1796, 4v

This full-length novel was written by Goethe
at the age of 47. It narrates the story of a young man,
Wilhelm, who through joining a traveling theatre
troupe and interacting with many people, grew as a
person through his love, friendship, and mentor-disciple
relationships. A sequel, Wilhelm Meister’s Journeyman
Years (1829), was written later.

While most novels up to that time had focused
on a single incident or event, Goethe’s novel depicted the

development of a person in a full-length novel, creating a

new genre, the Bildungsroman.
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This form, which is both biographical and ensemble drama in style, was taken up later
by writers, such as Romain Rolland, Thomas Mann, and Hermann Hesse. It is also said to be

the model for the great novels of the 20" century.

The Complete Works of Goethe, 61 Volumes, first edition (pocket edition)
Stuttgart and Tubingen: J. G. Cotta’sche Buchhandlung, 1827-1830, 1832-1842

The definitive edition of the complete works of Goethe in his lifetime, supervised by Goethe
himself. The latter 20 books are supplements and were edited by Eckermann and Riemer after

Goethe’s death, from 1832 to 1842.

Contents

Vols. 1-4: Poems

FEFEE LTSN

Vols. 5-6 West-Eastern Divan -,"‘:?,f,i:j.’ I;l:l.'ilf.ﬂ I:SE: e !1 e
Vols. 7-15 Plays (Egmont, Faust Part 1, etc.) EEE; Pt i rere B o 24
Vol. 16 The Sorrows of Young Werther ; i
Vol. 17 Elective Affinities

Vols. 18-20 Wilhelm Meister’'s Apprenticeship
Vols. 21-23 Wilhelm Meister’'s Journeyman Years
Vols. 24-26 From my Life: Truth and Poetry

Vols. 27-29 Italian Journey

Vol. 30: Campaign in France
Vols. 31-32 Chronicles

Vol. 33 Book reviews

Vols. 34-40 Essays on Art etc.

Vols. 41-60 Supplements (Faust, Part 2, etc., published posthumously)

II. Goethe’s handwritten letters, 9 letters, 17 pages

Of the nine letters, one was addressed to philologist Joseph Stanislaus Zauper and
the remaining 8 letters were addressed to his son August. Goethe had five children, but only
August survived into adulthood. All the letters were signed with ‘G’ and are historically
valuable, including content related to his masterpieces written in his later years, West-Eastern

Divan and “Marienbad Elegy.”

(1) Dated 15 August 1819 (Addressed to his son August)



Report on “Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe Exhibition” :First Editions and His Handwritten Letters

2
3
4
6
(§
(7
it
9

Dated 23 August 1819 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 13 August 1820 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 7 September 1820 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 9 October 1821 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 21 October 1821 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 13 August 1822 (Addressed to his son August)

Dated 27 December 1822 (Addressed to philologist Joseph Stanislaus Zauper)
Dated 24 August 1823 (Addressed to his son August)

= DS

Letter No. 1 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Jena, 15 August 1819
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On August 26, Goethe, who almost turned 70, left for the spa town of Carlsbad (now
Karlovy Vary in the Czech Republic) for treatment. This letter was written eleven days
earlier. In the letter, Goethe mentioned the conference held in Carlsbad by the ten German
federal states at the time. The conference was led by Metternich, a leading figure in the
Vienna regime, and aimed at suppressing liberal and nationalist movements within the German
Confederation. Conference participants from Weimar and Jena were in favor of the liberal

policies. On September 20, the Carlsbad Decrees were passed.

“.. I know more about Carlsbad than what I thought, but nothing more than one
could expect. Participants from Weimar and Jena were being looked at in awe; the
conversation began with reproaches and ended with regret. I hope that by the time I

arrive, these would have been mostly resolved. (..)"
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Letter No.2 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Jena, 23 August 1819

This letter was written eight days after Letter No.l.
The letter describes Goethe's compliments and presentation
of West-FEastern Divan to the granddaughters of Grand Duke

Karl August, Marie and Augusta.

“.. Two West-Eastern Divans are enclosed for the
princesses (Marie and Augusta). Please discuss with
advisor Meyer whether to color and gild the etching
on the front page, either before or after binding.

Ottilie (wife of Goethe’s son, August) would then do

her part by running the pen across.. Have a good

trip! G.”

Letter No. 3 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Jena, 13 August 1820

This letter was written when Goethe
was 70 years old. He studied mineralogy and was

a rock collector throughout his life.

“Send the box back by asking a
messenger who is going to Weimar. We
dont want to touch this stone; there are

probably other things that can replace

this stone. We own four or five of them,

some are smaller and more important.

()

Letter No. 4 (Addressed to his son August)
Jena, 7 September 1820

This letter was written a month after Letter No. 3. In this letter, Goethe describes
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watching the eclipse with Grand Duke Karl August and his granddaughters.

“.. When we brought important instruments to the princesses garden, we were
surprised by the arrival of the respected Grand Duke (Karl August). The moon was
extremely kind and started overlapping with the sun during lunch, and when we were
having desserts after lunch, a complete ring appeared in the clear sky.

In the evening, we went to the observatory and watched the moon appearing in the
clear sky. The princesses, who had asked for help from a helper who was left behind,
managed to see a part of it from the beginning till the end. Thanks to them, that

evening was celebrated with great joy, as if a loving grandfather (Grand Duke Karl

August) had come to visit. (..)"

Letter No. 5 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Jena, 9 October 1821

This letter was written when Goethe
was 72 years old. It seems to refer to Friedrich
Wilhelm Riemer, a professor at Weimar
Gymnasium and an assistant librarian. He was the

tutor for Goethe’s son August.

“My beloved son, send the following to

Riemer tonight. He wanted to visit me

tomorrow, but I'm putting it off until the

day after tomorrow. Bon voyage!”
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Letter No. 6 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Jena, 21 October 1821

This letter was written 12 days after
Letter No. 5. Here, Goethe reported that his
work has been going smoothly. He was at this
time engaged in the journal he edited, Kunst
und Altertum (Art and Antiquity), which was

published for artistic and scholarly work.

“My dear son, although my work continues without interruption, sometimes my
organs don't want to do their job as they did in the first few weeks.

On Tuesday I am meeting some guests for a meall

Writing and printing work are still ongoing, and everything is going well.

Hope to see you again soon.”

Letter No. 7 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
*This letter was fully handwritten by Goethe
Eger, 13 August 1822

This letter was written when Goethe was 72 years old. Eger (now Cheb, Czech
Republic), where this letter was written, is located 40 km northwest of the spa town of

Carlsbad. Letter No.8 was also written at this place.

“Your two letters from Jena and Weimar arrived together yesterday. I am even more
pleased today as I was invited to visit Redwitz an der Rodach, Bavaria, two hours
away from Wunsiedel. There is a very important chemical plant there that needs
attention. I will return on the 18" and will make immediate arrangements to visit
you at the end of the month. Once you receive this, there is no need to write or send

letters anymore. (..)"
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Letter No. 8 (Addressed to philologist Joseph Stanislaus Zauper)
Weimar, 27 December 1822

Letter signed with “J.W.v. Goethe.” The paper has
a watermark of Grand Duke Karl August's portrait. It was

said that this was written as an official document.

This letter is addressed to Joseph Stanislaus Zauper
(1784-1850), a philologist who was a professor at a middle
school in Pilsen (now Plzen, Czech Republic). In 1821, Zauper
published the Basic Features of a German Theoretical-

Practical Poetics Developed from Goethe’s works.

In the letter, he introduced Friedrich August v. Beulwitz, the Grand Chamberlain
of Weimar at that time to Zauper. At that time, Beulwitz was accompanying Grand Duke of
Weimar, Karl August, and his wife Maria Pavlovna on their trip to Eger (now Cheb, Czech

Republic) to meet Russian Emperor Alexander (Maria Pavlovna’s brother).

Letter No. 9 (Addressed to his son August) [Released to the public for the first time]
Eger, 24 August 1823

This letter was written when Goethe was 73 years old. Listening to the music played
by two women, Goethe was afflicted by the memories of his beloved Ulrike von Levetzow. The
day after writing this letter, Goethe traveled to Carlsbad to see her, but his love remained

unrequited. The famous Marienbad Elegy was written on his way home in September.

“.. It is impossible to express in words how the last eight weeks of freedom,



merriment, and socializing have restored me. Only certain frustration remains, which
I only realized after listening to music. Without the two women, Milter (singer) and
Szymanowska (pianist), I would never have felt this way. But now that this has risen
to my consciousness, I will have to work on it. Tomorrow I will go to Carlsbad to

refresh my memory (..)"
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3 Records of the Opening Ceremony

(1) Greetings by Soka University President Masashi Suzuki

As introduced, I am Suzuki (Masashi), the President of Soka University.

It is with great pleasure that we are able to hold the opening ceremony of the Soka
University Collection: Treasures of Goethe exhibition today.

I would like to express my gratitude to First Secretary Dr. Soehnke Grothusen the
Director of Culture Department from the German Embassy, and all distinguished guests here
today. Thank you very much for your participation.

On November 15, Soka University founder Mr. Daisaku Ikeda passed away. Here,
I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to many who have poured in their
condolence messages and offered their condolence.

This exhibition commemorates the 20" anniversary of the Founder’s 1% Special
Lecture titled “Goethe the Man" delivered in 2003. We will introduce a digest of the lecture
which has been recorded at that time in the latter half of this ceremony.

The founder was engaged with Goethe's writings from the time when he was around
the same age as the students (here today). It is said to be the post-war period between 1947 to
1948 when the founder was around 19 to 20.

Since then, the founder has discussed Goethe in many books, including “My View on
Human Character” (1978), “My Anthropology” (1988), and “The Books from My Youth Part
2" (1993), etc. In 1995, he gave a lecture entitled “Toward the Dawn of Twenty-first Century
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Civilization” at Ateneo de Santander in Spain (talking along with Goethe's struggles when
writing the Faust).

For these achievements, the founder received a special commendation from the
Goethe Society in Weimar Germany in 2009 as “the person who most deeply understands
Goethe and has devoted himself to peace and humanity. This year marks the 15™ year of the
award.

The university has been collecting valuable materials related to individuals who
have contributed to the peace, culture, and education of humankind. This is to protect the
intellectual heritage of humankind and serves to educate students who will shoulder the future.
In the valuable materials, the exhibition will display the first editions of Goethe’s books and his
handwritten letters.

Founder Ikeda spoke highly of Goethe’s life as a “global citizen” as well as his endless
literary creativity. This idea of creative “global citizenship” is certainly becoming more and
more important in today’s world, which is still in the throes of war and turmoil.

I hope that this exhibition will allow all the students, faculty staff, and members of the
public to learn the spirit and life of Goethe, and find your vigor for tomorrow.

This concludes my message. Thank you very much.

(2) Greetings by First Secretary Dr. Soehnke Grothusen, Director of Culture Department
from the German Embassy

Dear President Prof. Suzuki,

Dear Mr. Tashiro,

Dear Prof. Mori,

ladies and gentlemen,

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was not only a supreme poet, a man of science and also
a politician, but a man of letters in the proverbial sense. He wrote about 5000 letters in his
lifetime. The 1,015 that he exchanged with his friend Friedrich Schiller belong to the highest
treasures of German literature.

Goethe and Schiller are called the “Dichterfiirsten” or “poet princes” of the Golden
Age of German literature, the “Weimarer Klassik”. Therefore the nine letters, that visitors of
the “Treasures of Goethe Exhibition” of Soka University can marvel at, will raise the heartbeat
of any culture-loving German. It is deeply moving to see the lines that Goethe beautifully wrote
to his only surviving child, his son August. But also the other exhibits that you can see here
are more than worth to take notice of.

The novel “The Sorrows of Young Werther” from 1774 is one of the founding



documents of romanticism as such. And the novel “Wilhelm Meister's Years of Travel” is the
masterpiece of the genre of “Bildungsroman” - a genre that is still known under the German
word worldwide.

“Bildung” - a term that can be only imperfectly translated by “education” - was
maybe the most important concept in Goethes thought. “Bildung” was his idea to lead a life to
discover the true richness and happiness of one’s own personality, to realize a divine harmony
with society and the cosmos as such.

And those are the thoughts that have, it seems to me, also inspired the founder of
Soka Gakkai (International), former president Daisaku Ikeda to give his speech on “Goethe
the Man” in 2003. Also in the name of Ambassador Dr. Clemens von Goetze, I would like to
express my heartfeld sympathy to all students, professors, and staff members of Soka Gakkai
for the recent loss of Mr. Tkeda.

To realize this exhibition about Goethe is also a tribute to the anniversary of Mr.
Tkedas lecture about the poet, whose ideas about Bildung inspired him profoundly. thank you

very much.

(3) Congratulatory Message from Dr. Yoshihito Mori, the former President of Goethe-
Gesellschaft in Japan

I am deeply saddened to hear the passing of the founder of Soka University, Mr.
Daisaku Ikeda, and would like to express my deepest condolences for his passing and my
appreciation for his great achievements.

I am very grateful that the “Treasures of Goethe Exhibition,” held in commemoration
of the 20" anniversary of the Soka University founder’s lecture, has allowed all of us gathered
here to see these precious artifacts, and to think about the Goethe era and Goethe himself.

It was said that the spiritual development of the German Enlightenment had developed
with Kant's critical philosophy and Goethe as its two focal points. Rudolf Eucken drew great
attention to the fact that while Kant, who clearly distinguishes between appearances and
things themselves, and Goethe, who cannot separate the world into phenomena and beings
were philosophically different, their ideas together contributed greatly to the development of
the era.

The foundation of Goethe's thought is clearly expressed in the “Formation and
Metamorphosis of Organic Nature” (Bildung und Umbildung organischer Naturen), which he
published in the collection of essays “On Morphology” that he wrote over a period of seven
years. It is an “anthropology” that unfolds through embracing nature and being embraced

by nature and sees its highest realization in humankind, resulting in the realization of the



Report on “Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe Exhibition” :First Editions and His Handwritten Letters
universal ideal of “Humanity (Humanitat).” It can be said that only with the writings of Goethe
that the stage was set for the multifaceted and productive spiritual activities of the time, often
described as the modern Renaissance.

Goethe states that the artist returns the art that one has created with gratitude - a
second nature, a humanly perfected nature that can be felt and thought about. These concepts
of resonance with nature and connection to nature were consistent from The Sorrows of
Young Werther to the completion of “Faust” in his later years, and paved the way for creative,
novel forms and perceptions in the realms of religion, society, and cultural sciences, surpassing
the experiential boundaries of the nineteenth-century. It was not until around the year 1900
and thereafter, that the appreciation and understanding for works such as “Elective Affinities,”
“West-Eastern Divan,” and “Faust, Part II" matured, according to literary history (Fritz
Martini).

Goethe’s works, like nature itself, are vast and profound, as expressed in verses of
his poem Dedication, calming the anxious thoughts of the earth and softening the day and
brightening the night. However, it is up to the readers to be in the right frame of mind to
appreciate these works. This reminds me of the passage from “Faust, Part I" (V.403-4) in which
an ancient sage addressed his disciple: “The world of spirits is not closed: Your senses are: your
heart is dead!” (Die Geisterwelt ist nicht verschlossen; / Dein Sinn ist zu, dein Herz ist tot)).

The significance of this commemorative exhibition: “Treasures of Goethe Exhibition”
is truly profound, offering us the opportunity to directly connect with Goethe’s inspiration and
to ponder what Goethe would convey to us today. My deepest respect and gratitude for the

efforts of the organizers for holding such a meaningful event.

(4) Greetings by Soka University Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Yasunori Tashiro

Greetings everyone. I am Yasunori Tashiro, Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of
Soka University.

I would like to express my appreciation to all of you for joining the opening ceremony
of the Soka University Collection - Treasures of Goethe Exhibition despite your busy schedule.
Many gratitude to First Secretary Dr. Soehnke Grothusen (from the Embassy of the Federal
Republic of Germany) and Prof. Yoshihito Mori who kindly gave us a commemorative address.
Thank you very much.

Soka University Founder, Mr. Daisaku Ikeda, passed away on November 15" For 53
years since the establishment of the University in 1971, Mr. Ikeda has always wholeheartedly
encouraged the students with the principle of “student first.”

Three years after the University’s founding, which was 50 years ago in 1973, we



held the first summer lectures open to the general public. At this event, Mr. Ikeda delivered
a speech titled “Literature and Buddhism,” where he discussed the relationship between
Buddhism and famous Japanese literature such as “Man’yoshu (Anthology of Ten Thousand
Leaves),” “The Tale of Genji,” and “Essays in Idleness (Tsurezuregusa).” Also, he quoted the
words of great writers of the world in his speech at the entrance and graduation ceremonies
and gave encouragement to the students. Tolstoy, Victor Hugo, Whitman, and of course, Goethe
were among Mr. Ikeda’s favorite writers.

Twenty years from now on March 10, 2003, Mr. Ikeda held a special lecture titled
“Goethe the Man” and delivered a lecture on the great man for about 90 minutes. It was held
in the classrooms in the main building, with M401 as the main venue and M402 next door for
a live stream viewing. The audience was mainly the fourth-year students who were about to
graduate, and Mr. Ikeda gave them encouragement as they were about to soar into society.

It was 30 few years since the University’s founding at the time when he delivered the
special lecture, and Mr. Ikeda called for us to further develop the university with a fresh heart
as the second pioneering period. Around this time, the Founder also visited the campus often,
participating in the classes and warmly encouraging every student he met.

The day of the Special lecture “Goethe the Man” marked a new page in the history
of Soka University: the fruition of the Founder’s heart and the students’ hearts that sought the
Founder.

Goethe the man was a great man of literature whom Mr. Ikeda cherished as words
to live by in his youth when he met his mentor, Mr. Josei Toda. I remember as if it were only
yesterday how the benevolent gaze and voice of the founder embraced the students like an
affectionate father saying, “Good afternoon to all of you, ‘young Goethes’ of the present age!l”

“Today, I would like to talk ... in plain, easily understandable language. ... I aim to give
an enjoyable lecture that will leave you feeling happy and refreshed.”

Today, we are able to hold this Treasures of Goethe Exhibition, showcasing
collections at Soka University including the first edition of The Sorrows of Young Werther and
handwritten letters, in commemoration of the 20" anniversary of the Founder’s special lecture.
We reported the holding of the exhibition to Mr. Ikeda earlier and received a message from
him on November 1%, saying “Please send my best regards to everyone” .

With renewed determination, we will succeed and continue to pursue the grand goal
of the Founder, to realize world peace and the happiness of the people.

Thank you very much for today.
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(5) Explanation of exhibits by Soka University Executive Vice President Ryohei Tanaka

Please allow me to introduce the exhibits. The case on the left exhibits books
published during Goethe’s lifetime. “The Sorrows of Young Werther” and “Wilhelm Meister's
Apprenticeship” on display are the first editions of the books.

Also, on display is the definitive edition of Goethe's complete works - known as “His
final completed works” - in 61 volumes, which he supervised during his lifetime. The first 40
volumes were published before his death, while the rest were compiled and published by his
assistant Eckermann and others posthumously.

The two exhibit cases in the center and the one on the right display nine handwritten
letters of Goethe. Of which eight letters were addressed to August, the only son of Goethe who
survived into adulthood, and are valuable artifacts as they include descriptions related to the
West-Eastern Divan and “Marienbad Elegy” which are both masterpieces of Goethe in his later
years.

All the letters are impressive, but the first, seventh, and ninth letters are particularly
interesting. The first letter (dated August 15, 1819) describes the debate between the old
regime and the liberals about the new German system after Napoleon's downfall, which
culminated in the historically famous “Carlsbad Decrees” in September. The letter conveys the
ambiance of what was happening right before it occurred.

The seventh letter (dated August 13, 1822) was fully handwritten by Goethe himself.
Many of Goethe's letters were dictated to his secretary and signed with a capital “G” at the
end. This letter in the University collection, however, was written directly by Goethe from the
beginning to the end. We hope you can feel his vigor from the written words of Goethe.

The ninth and final letter (dated August 24, 1823) was from Goethe in his later years,
just before he left for the town of Carlsbad where the woman of his love, Ulrike, lived. The
love was never reciprocated, but on his way home, his masterpiece “Marienbad Elegy’ was
written. The letter is a heart-wrenching account of Goethe, telling his son what went on behind
the scenes of his masterpiece.

Having outlined the exhibits, I would like to conclude with a few words about the
collection of Goethe’s letters. There are a total of six letters handwritten by Goethe that exist
in Japan at the University of Tokyo, Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, and Tenri University
combined, and a total of nine letters at the Soka University alone, which is the largest collection
of letters in Japan. Moreover, seven out of the nine letters are on display in Japan for the very
first time.

Since 2015, various research institutes, primarily in Germany, have been building a

database containing information on the collection and distribution of Goethe’'s handwritten



letters which exist in approximately 200 locations worldwide. In addition, the Goethe and
Schiller Archive in Germany is currently compiling and publishing the complete works of
Goethe’s letters in 38 volumes.

The recipients of Goethe’s letters included not only those in literature and the arts,
but also important figures of the time in various fields such as philosophy, science, and politics.
Therefore, Goethe’s correspondence is a first-class research data for understanding European
history in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

Goethe’s letters are thus highlighted as extremely important resources, and we hope

that you will enjoy this opportunity to see them firsthand.
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