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The Panelists of Peace Forum in Okinawa 2017

SOKA UNIVERSITY

Hideki Tamai
He is a Professor of Peace Studies, International Relations at Soka University and Director of 
Soka University Peace Research Institute (SUPRI).  He earned BA (Sociology) at Soka 
University in 1985 and MA (International Relations) at Soka University in 1989. He started to 
work at Soka University Peace Research Institute in 1990. He was appointed director of SUPRI 
and Associate Professor of Faculty of Letters at Soka University in 2008.  His study topics are 
Peace Studies, Peacebuilding and Human Security. He has published articles including ‘The 
Problems of Human Insecurity in Japan: the case of the US military bases in Okinawa’, 
‘Development of Japanese Government Strategy of Peacebuilding in Post-Cold War Era’, 
‘Possibilities of the Northeast Asian Community: the view point of Okinawa’, ‘The importance 
and Difficulties of Reconciliation in the Peacebuilding Process’ and so on.

Hironobu Asaga
He is a Professor of Environmental Law, Administrative Law at Soka University. He earned BA 
(Law) at Soka University in 1993, MA (Environmental Sciences) at University of Tsukuba in 
1988, and PhD (Real Estate Studies; Environmental Law and Policy) at Meikai University. He 
worked at Meiji University Law School in 2004-2005, Okinawa University in 2005-2012. He 
joined Soka University in 2012-present. His study topics are Environmental Law and Policy. He 
received Academic Award of Research Division of the Japan Society for Impact Assessment in 
2010. He belongs to Japan Society for Impact Assessment (Managing Director, Editor-in-Chief), 
Japan Land Environment Society (Managing Director, Secretary of the research presentation 
committee), Environmental Law and Policy Association (Editorial Board).He has published 
numerous articles in academic journals.

Kenji Nakayama
He is an Associate professor at the Faculty of Law, Soka University. He earned his Ph. D. degree 
in social science from Waseda University (2014) and is specialized in International Relations. He 
had served as astaff of Secretariat of the House of Representatives(Shugiin) and a research 
assistant of Waseda University before joining the Soka University. He has published a book 
entitled “ A Study of Endogenous Governance and Transnational Actor in Northeast Asia” 
(Waseda University Press, 2015).
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KYUNGNAM UNIVERSITY

Jung Kim
He is an Assistant Professor of political science at University of North Korean Studies (UNKS) 
and director for planning at the Institute for Far Eastern Studies (IFES) of Kyungnam University 
in Seoul.  He is also a lecturer at Graduate School of International Studies and Underwood 
International College of Yonsei University.  Prior to joining UNKS, he worked at East Asia 
Institute (2009-2013) and IFES (1996-2002) as a senior research fellow and held a visiting 
research position in Advanced Social and International Studies at University of Tokyo as a Fox 
International Fellow (2004-2005).  He earned his undergraduate degree in political science from 
Korea University and graduated from Yale University with his doctoral degree in political 
science. He has published numerous articles in academic journals, including Asian Perspective, 
Asian Survey, and Journal of International and Area Studies and edited volumes, including 
Adapt, Fragment, Transform: Corporate Restructuring and System Reform in South Korea and 
Routledge Handbook of Democratization in East Asia.

Dong-Yub Kim
Assistant Professor, Ph. D. 
The Institute for Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam University
Kim Dong-Yub has received Ph.D. in North Korean Studies (Military & Security) at University 
of North Korean Studies. He is currently an assistant professor at the Institute for Far Eastern 
Studies of Kyungnam University and an advisor in The National Unification Advisor council. He 
lecturers at Kyungnam University and Korea Naval Academy. His academic interests are North 
Korean military, NorthKorean nuclear issue, northeast Asian security, military negotiation and 
peace regime. 
He had a successful twenty-year career in the ROK Navy before retiring as a commander. He 
holds a B.A. at the Korea Naval Academy and MA in International Relations at Korea National 
Defense University. Previously, he had served as a North Korea specialist at the Ministry of 
National Defence taking part in several military talks between North and South Korea. 

Sung Kyung Kim 
She is an Assistant Professor at University of North Korean Studies, and the director of research 
at the Institute for Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam University. She received her Ph.D. from 
University of Essex (2006) in England, where she was trained in cultural sociology. She worked 
in Sungkonghoe University and National University of Singapore before joining the University 
of North Korean Studies. She has published on books and articles in the areas of culture industry 
focusing of film industry, cultural mobility, and North Korean border crossing. Her current 
research examines North Korean society in a cultural perspective. 
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CHINESE CULTURE UNIVERSITY

Chien-kuo Pang 
Chien-kuo Pang earned his Ph. D. degree in Sociology from Brown University of the United 
States and is specialized in the comparative study of national development. He had served as 
Associate Professor of National Taiwan University, Taipei City Councilman, Legislator of the 
Republic of China (Taiwan), and Advisor of the Strait Exchange Foundation. Dr. Pang currently 
is Professor of the Graduate Institute of National Development and Mainland China Studies at 
Chinese Culture University.

Chien-min Chao
Dr. Chien-min Chao is a Distinguished Chair Professor at the Graduate Institute for National 
Development and Mainland China Studies, the Chinese Culture University. Dr. Chao also serves 
as Dean of the College of Social Sciences at the CCU. Between 2008 and 2012, Dr. Chao was a 
Deputy Minister for the Mainland Affairs Council at the ROC government. Dr. Chao was a 
visiting distinguished professor at the George Washington University and visiting teaching 
professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Chao has written and edited twelve books, 
including Decision-making in China: Leadership, Process and Mechanism (Taipei, 2014); 
Introduction to China and Cross-Strait Relations (Taipei, 2010); Lee Teng-hui’s Legacy (M.E. 
Sharpe, 2002); Rethinking the Chinese State (Routledge, 2001); Analysis to Contemporary 
Chinese Politics (Taipei, 1997); Authoritarian Politics (Taipei, 1994). Dr. Chao has also produced 
over 100 articles in academic journals such as the Asian Affairs, Asian Survey, the China 
Quarterly, Journal of Contemporary China, Pacific Affairs, Issues & Studies, Chinese Law and 
Government, Zhongguo dalu yanjiu.

Wei-jen Hu
Wei-jen Hu is the President of the Sino-American Cultural and Economic Association and an 
Adjunct Chair Professor at Chung Yuan Christian University. As the Standing Supervisor of the 
Association of Foreign Relations in Taiwan, he holds a Ph.D. from the University of Pretoria, an 
MS from Georgetown University, and has been a Visiting Scholar at Harvard University twice.  
A veteran diplomat and government official, Hu has served the Republic of China for about forty 
years in the fields of foreign affairs and national security. His various posts include 
Representative (Ambassador) to Germany, Representative to Singapore, Deputy Director General 
of the National Security Bureau, Deputy Secretary General of the National Security Council, the 
Secretary General of the National Security Council, and Senior Advisor to the President. Since 
2001, Professor Hu has written and assisted in editing ten books mainly covering Sino-American 
relations and the history of his father, four-star General Hu Tsung-nan. He has authored around 
twenty articles in recent years. Hu has received the Order of the Bright Star and other medals 
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from the ROC and foreign governments in recognition of and appreciation for his public service.
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