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Congratulatory Address: The 44th Soka University /The 32nd
Soka Women'’s College Commencement Ceremony

“Discovering One’s Unique Potential”

Jim Garrison

President Yoshihisa Baba, trustees, members of the faculty, graduates, families, and honored
guests. It is a great privilege to share this glorious day with all of you. Thank you so much for
inviting me.

Congratulations graduates, you will remember this day for the rest of your life. Celebrate
your achievement with family and friends.

As you celebrate, please recognize that today’s graduation proves that the official motto
of this University, “Discover your Potential” was truly meaningful to you. Recall now the
sacrifices you have made. Recall too the moments of inspiration, your love for challenge, the
obstacles you have overcome, and the support of family and friends. In every victory large or
small you not only discovered your potential, you took steps toward actualizing it.

I ask todays graduates to join me in reflecting further upon the idea of discovering your
unique potential. Let us explore the idea by turning to the writings of Walt Whitman whose
statue you passed by on your way into the auditorium today.

In my dialogue with Dr. Larry Hickman and Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, it was president Ikeda that
initiated the discussion of Walt Whitman (Living as Learning). He remarked that Whitman
is among his favorite poets. Perhaps Whitman is one of your favorite poets also. He is one of
mine.

Near the end of our discussion of Whitman, I mention how important it is that each of us
strives to recognize and actualize our unique potential. I commented on how actualizing our
unique potential resembles the notion that “each of us has the Buddha nature whose beauty
and wonder we express in our unique way (OTT 200). My remarks today are an extension
of the amazing conversation I had with Drs. Hickman and Ikeda about Whitman and unique
potential.

Whitman thought everyone a unique irreplaceable individual. Paradoxically, Whitman

believed that what everyone has in common is that everyone has an absolutely unique

Jim Garrison (Professor of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University)
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potential. In the Orally Transmitted Teachings, Nichiren Daishonin states that “each thing
— the cherry, the plum, the peach, the damson” blossoms in its own unique way (OTT 200).
Likewise, graduates, each and every one of you must bloom in your own unique way.

Whitman rejects all fixed hierarchies in favor of what he calls “leveling.”

Everyone is morally equal, on the same level, in that they deserve to have their unique

potential actualized that they may make their unique contribution to the community.

The universe is attempting to create something new and different in every one of us.

Individuals having actualized their unique potential can create profoundly exceptional social
values.

To reconcile the paradox that the only way to achieve unique individuality is through the
leveling of moral equality, Whitman turned to what he called “adhesiveness” by which he
meant sympathy, kindness, and compassion. Adhesiveness binds together the community
of unique individuals. Appreciating beauty while benefiting the unique individual self by
sympathetically creating value for one’s community expresses Bodhisattva compassion.

Today, Whitman is a globally appreciated poet and we all live in a global community. Soka
University is among 37 universities in Japan to participate in the Top Global University
Project; hence, the university and its representatives such as today's graduates must prepare
themselves to lead the internationalization of Japanese society and the Global community in the
twenty-first century.

In his 1996 Teachers College lecture, Dr. Ikeda states three aspects comprising his vision of
global citizenship. I believe that all three point to obstacles everyone must overcome if they are
to actualize their unique potential in the global community. The first aspect is, “The wisdom
to perceive the interconnectedness of all life and living” (4 New Humanism: The University
Addresses of Daisaku Ikeda, p. 55).

To achieve such Dharma wisdom one must overcome a false individualism that isolates us
from each other. Only values created according to the law bring genuine benefit and good.

Second, one must have, “The courage not to fear or deny difference; but to respect and
strive to understand people of different cultures, and to grow from encounters with them”
(id., p. 55). Those having beliefs, attitudes, and values different from ourselves often provide
what we need to create new and unexpected value in an impermanent ever-changing world.
Paradoxically, we need others different from ourselves if we are to become our unique selves.
Xenophobic fear of otherness and difference is an obstacle that everyone must overcome if
they are to perceive the truths others have to offer and to actualize our unique potential in the

global community.



Third, one must have, “The compassion to maintain an imaginative empathy that reaches
beyond one’s immediate surroundings and extends to those suffering in distant places” (id., p.
55). We must overcome tendencies toward malice and indifference to suffering.

Only values created through compassion are truly valuable.

These three qualities of a global citizen correspond nicely to Whitman's ideas about leveling,
unique individuality, and adhesion. Recognizing interconnectedness allows us to stop thinking
in terms of fixed hierarchies, not fearing difference allows us to recognize and appreciate the
unique individuality of others while imaginative empathy contributes needed adhesion or sense
of community.

There are of course, other obstacles to individual intellectual, social, and emotional
development unique to one’s life circumstances. Instead of talking about how to overcome any
and every obstacle we encounter, I would like to speak to you about the inevitability of failure
and what failure contributes to actualizing your unique potential.

After all, if everyone could overcome every obstacle, no one would have unique potential.

However, in life, there are some obstacles we simply cannot overcome.

Although I studied very hard, I still received a grade of “C” in my freshman English course.
English grammar and spelling have been a struggle for me my whole life. I lack the potential
to become a professor of English, although I am married to one.

I might add that I have played basketball my whole life, but have never dunked a basketball.
One may love a challenge yet fail to overcome it simply because one lacks the potential,
although one never knows until they try their very best.

I will leave you with two thoughts. First, if there is anyone in this room that both received
an “A” in English and can dunk a basketball, I envy you.

Second, consider the complete sentence from the Orally Transmitted Teachings referred
to earlier, “When one comes to realize and see that each thing—the cherry, the plum, the
peach, the damson—in its own entity, without undergoing any change, possesses the eternally
endowed three bodies, then this is what is meant by the word ry6, “to include” or all-inclusive.”

The closer you come to actualizing your unique potential, to blossoming in your own special
way, the closer you will come to the greater self of Dharma wisdom, the capacity to perceive
the truth of the law in concrete practice, and to perform compassionate actions that bring the
greatest benefit to yourself and the greatest good to the global community.

Again, congratulations graduates, you will remember this day for the rest of your life.
Celebrate your achievement with family and friends, and should you pass Walt Whitman as

you depart, please say hello.
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Congratulatory Address: The 48th Soka University /

The 34th Soka Women’s College Entrance Ceremony

John Varghese

Respected President Yoshihisa Baba, distinguished members of the faculty, Professor Mukesh
Williams, coordinator of the St Stephens- Soka exchange programme, and my dear students.

Good morning to all of youl

I bring you greetings from St Stephen’s College, Delhi.

I thank you for this generous offer of asking me to come here for the Entrance Ceremony as
your Chief Guest. I am honoured and grateful for the privilege that you have bestowed upon
me.

St Stephen’s College and Soka University have had a quarter century of exchange
programmes and partnership. Today, when I stand here before you I stand on the strength of
that collaboration and friendship. Both our institutions represent certain values that have made
each of our Institutions unique. At Soka you have exemplified the gentleness and humanitarian
values that characterize your students; at St Stephen’s College we stand for excellence and
service which has been the hallmark of those who have gone out of College and made a
difference to the world. Together, I think we have made a positive impact on the world. And
we must not stop there.

It is important that every generation of learners that come out from institutions like Soka
and St Stephen’s College help the world become a better place. It is not only important but
it is our duty. It is possible for one man or woman to change the world - but if we join hands
together, we can do it faster, and make a huge difference in transforming the world.

Today is a very important day in the life of Soka University. We have an opportunity to
welcome into the University young people who are keen on preparing themselves for the
future. To all of you, I say “Welcome!”

You must have joined the University for several reasons - to acquire knowledge, to gain
wisdom, to get a degree, because your friend has also joined the University: - there could be

several reasons why you have decided to join Soka. Irrespective of which of those reasons, here

John Varghese (Principal St.Stephen’s College: University of Delhi)
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is the primary reason why, I think, Soka welcomes you into its fold: Soka University wants you
to change the world.

I know this is the real reason why Soka welcomes you. I know it because that is exactly why
we too, welcome the best students to St Stephen’s College. As world class institutions we have
a purpose to fulfill. In the words of your wise founder, the gentle and renowned scholar Dr.
Daisaku Ikeda, you must bring peace to the world and that peace must come from within.

To all of you who are looking up to Soka I tell you that yes, you must change the world and
like your founder says, change must begin from inside, from within. The world needs change
- as a global community we need a change in our outlook, a change in our priorities, a change
in how we understand growth. The world needs that change and that is embodied in you - the
young people of tomorrow.

How do we bring about change? By building up inner strength. That is what institutions
like Soka and St Stephen’s are good at. At Soka you will, in the course of your study here, get
to learn not only about subjects - but more importantly about yourself. It can be a wonderful
time when you discover things about yourself in the company of great authors, as you interact
with your teachers, as you mingle with friends, as you spend time with your own self — every
opportunity is an opportunity for growth. Inner growth. And you must be aware of it.

So, when your assignment requires you to spend time with great authors from around the
world, consider that an opportunity to interact with the finest minds in the world. Engage with
them - be that a historian talking about events in the past, or a scientist talking about how
phenomenas have certain guiding principles. Engage, engage, engage. Interact with all of them.

When you deal with your teachers, observe them. They have much to offer: it may be in the
manner of their speaking, it may be in the way they offer advice, it may even be in the manner
in which they give you penalties. But they offer you a great opportunity to build your own
inner capabilities.

When you are with your peers have good, clean fun. Let your enjoyment be something that
you can relish and share with your children twenty-five years from now.

Once you realise the many opportunities that you have, you will understand how much
has gone into your education. Please look around you and you will see that many young
people have not been able to come to Soka for an education. For many reasons; but you have.
Therefore, you have a greater responsibility. You must work for not just yourself, but also for
those who are unable or could not join this University. You owe it to them. You owe it to your
families. You owe it to yourself.

Soka and St Stephen'’s college have an inherent value system that we seek to imbibe in every

young man and woman who enters our institutions. Those values are simplicity, dedication to
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excellent work and a commitment to serve society.

My dear young friends, as you begin your life in Soka, I wish you all the peace, success and
joy that comes from those three values.

I once again thank the Soka University, President Baba, Professor Mukesh Williams and all
those who have made my visit here possible.

Thank you.
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W) ZEIEWV RV, L L, ZOMoFHEIRER (ZaRiEfmR, £FHEHRZ L) 122w T
3. ZOHWIFEESCIEARME AR SN T v, ZoHIE, SHROAMBEAEEMONAER
WEb v, WL TOKBERHLZH 9,

" Valge, J.; Kibal, B. Restrictions on access to archives and records in Europe: a history and the current
situation. Journal of the Society of Archivists. 2007, vol. 28, no. 2, p. 193-214.

§ORSTATEGE N EL AT B B A SR T RIS RIS B AL 124 B A ki | ST
ISR 2011, 11p, http//www.archives.go.jp/information/pdf/riyoushinsa_2011_00.pdf, (ZF& 2018-12-
27) .
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3.2 1EHRKBEDERARZD < DERLE

WEHWRORTH BERBERICHAT 2 HHIE. AT NWERERELZFE»T RIS L L LT,
BEDLDTHo THRMEINZ VT — A%\, L L, kO AT 2 B> 5 RE
)72 BHENO R Z Rz L7zE 2 odiZid, IHEGITICBT 5 ERAOMIE - BEOLHE A
522l T, EFOHIFIIORITLIHIETLEIA LD L, EEMFEMES Archival
Science |2385 SN2 CId. EREEASER 2 BEHE L T 725R 8o A I oW CEFE LE % 31
Aizb D& L THBREE:,

20 A3, 2 K OE 4 THERBEEIC L 2 R OB IThN, REAIHEN, b
PEEADMER LIRAE L COW B OSSR ESNE L) 12k o Tnd, Ziud, [HAEHITICBT
5 NEREOFERARET 28 E (EENMBEE R L) LHETOVTND Y%,

C OMFETIE, 20 #ACIZ BT B SR 2 IDBUE O 15 E%RI 1 & 2 EIRES ORLERZ R~ LT
WEREIPIZOWT, 16 2EZFEL, 772 AD LNV T EIZRO 4 FRIZK 5 L7z, T4
B (7272 AR)—=50) ] [AH (&M E)] TIAM (FEMZRER) ] [FERH (AN
E7213BEE) | TH D,

ZHZENE TR (7278 ARK) Y=o 1) ] oF - #id (E4iE4k) & LTid, ®EA
Ve AFva, KEI Yy EN (ARMEESY), Fraxund7, K=Y F, -T2
FETHET LN TV 5,

(AR (OS] OEELTE, =7, V=< =T. AR b b,

[FEAR (FFTERERRIEA) ] OFEE LCid, 7TV M) adfliRshiTna,

AR R S [IEAR (TEAH £ 72135E3E) | IS4 T AEE LT, TURHESE— L
RELEBIZ, HROEZBRORED [BERERIN] EERETT0E Y,

COWLTIE, LD E—HOENZOWT, ARICELZFEER EEFRLTVEH, 22T
ZEMET 5, 22 TRY BT S NEAROEINIL BUAN R E R » bIEE I NI D%
MEFGROAHOP TR FBEEZEZHREZLIEFVI ETTH v, /2, [AF] & LTw
LEITH->TH, ETCORBEIEEIIAMENTVL LIZEL RV, LAl 2REd [T
T AR D= BREAL L. SBWEER D DILT 7 B A FR RO T &) FIER, —2 D
PR 2280 & LT 5 Z DR CTE L9,

4. BAT—YREOER | K2 - 87 —HA4TXDBEE
WIS, WERBBROFTHRERMEL SO LM AFROGE L SEOBRIZOWT, BARHIC
AL CTHES$ 50 FOR. BRICIUY FIF7-ENLASCERSEOBUF 7 — 7 4 7 A Tld 7 . FEBUF

? Kenosi, Lekoko. Records, national identity and post-apartheid South Africa: the role of Truth Commission
records in nation building. Archives and Manuscripts. 2008, vol. 36, no. 2, p. 76-87.

" Wisser, K. M.; Blanco-Rivera, J. A. Surveillance, documentation and privacy: an international comparative
analysis of state intelligence records. Archival Science. 2016, vol. 16, no. 2, p. 125-147.



BOEBIER Lz, BT — A4 7 X0Y6, €ORMEMREIZE T L OBERIEICHES NS
HAPRKE, —HT, T—h A TABEORYE HOLRE - N\ - M7 — 74 7 XFZ, &
LEHNE VBB ONIE B 2 72FB P OLHAMIEEZ# TR EEZ 6N, HE
TIELT L OIIRDHEA TV RV,

LIFTid, SR L2 RER OREDZHL T — 7 4 7 XD 9 b, FEEO RS
T=hATRIBFLEALE, 4277 FEBZIIBILMAT— 5 O, KEOH MY
v 7 BRIBT B ELERO K H B Y L THRE T %,

4.1 HEODOREF7—HA TXICBIFEAXE

EE DY INT = IVRFE, RAMEEOPIIERER - 77— A T AT kE L Twb,
DM T 2 VN T =V RFEDT = 4 T XERE, RO 10 DA T IVIZKHTE S, T
bbb KRERRAL, B, %R, FAERME, FE. GEEERR. BELRER. SOEE. BOME. 23
ETHDB

Z0)b, MATF—5 OW/ADE Y DI KEHRIEE 2 5O, RBEOHIME SCHE & 554
HETHA) o INOLOTHOMETEIC LML, BIMETHIE, 2o COHAECHEDSHHET 2
HELZZADOTH Y, 1768 4~ 2000 FEDOHPAIZ F 72535 5 207 RO N STEH NG S
NTWd FEELEIZOVTD, 1866 FFTHMlL 0% GHEMSTHAEHINTEY ., A
K=V ZII LD LT LEEOMEHC. RBROBE, HEER EOBREEATVD, INbIE
HEARMNAT A SN TV 225, FERIERRELEZEOERICOWTIZEAlE LTIEABRTH S
L (FEECEEZR) Y FAZEEIZOWTIEL 1930 ELEOREBORE R IZ A STV
v

WBIEAR - 7= A4 7 XEME, FIEERANOT 7 AICHT MR V=2 EO TV
Mo DT ARRONEICERT 5 FHE HOICA TR E 0,

TY THILHER] T, FIAEOWE, REUT 29— R, SBROBELYHEIZOVTIESR
HIENIOR) Y —OERTLEIAHATHL LV RIZ [T 7 ADEAI] Tk, HiFoME
SN EFRHE 2 TO NIRRT 2 L OFEAIEZRTDS, ENZOMOBIRL S 2 5 & 1305k L

" “Special Collections & Archives: arrangement of the archive of the University of Liverpool” .

Special Collections & Archives, University of Liverpool. https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/library/sca/
uaarrangement, (2 2018-12-27) .

“Special Collections & Archives: records of staff in the University of Liverpool archive” . Special
Collections & Archives, University of Liverpool. https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/library/sca/uastaff, (%
i3 2018-12-27) .

“Special Collections & Archives: records of students in the archive of the University of Liverpool” .
Special Collections & Archives, University of Liverpool. https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/library/sca/
uastudents, (ZH 201812-27) .

Access policy. Special Collections & Archives, University of Liverpool. https://libguides.liverpool.ac.uk/
Id.php?content_id=31198970, (£ 2018-12-27) .
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LTWwa,

[ e A T4 2] CRGESTFT AR E LT, 7 — & L HH A dk, g (%
TEAEBIOFEILIZEE T 2 ) . FEMLEZ 28075, 20 LT, BREEN ASGEER & 2055
DHEMEDOTHFEZ RO TWL L), 512, EEFMIGEZ EICX S [3HULER OB I
T LEBRS ], 2ET —h A TRXFERNLDL [T—HATXNOT 7 AORE#E | (L4
LI LEHIETLEL TR,

[ - e - BEY -] Tld, @RAEICHET 2 BA0NLEHEZRL TWDHS, &
HfED 720, FIHEEHESMOM AR 4T TIOEKET L LI RkoTwDd, [F T4
T EA] T, FIEERBEOT— 7120w T, FMEMOY = 794 FEF TR, NEHEE
B2 7 —H A4 T ABRROREWTAIEZE > A T 4 (WorldCat % Archives Hub 7 &) THMRFETE
5 ERFENT B, 720 FEROT VY VEEN N OPOBTFHFHFETHE T, L
WHER LTV,

[HIBR] Tix. FrEERA~NO T 7 v A 2 HIRT 256 0 & LT, EEM, RAE LoD,
HERRIEN, O 3FME2ZF 5, 209 HEMEEIIO WL, EEENV.ACEEIEO2IEL
BIARICRT 204 72 AIZHE) BRI L Twb, T2, F - FitH L oWk T,
—EMHIEARE 2256055, ZOLT, TELMRYARLICERERFTEL L), EH
BB L21To T\,

T RAR) T —=TIEU EOMIZH . FIEE, BIR, ¥ —EAOMEME, R P —DRE L%
EOHEBEIZOWTER LTS, AEMIZE DT 7L ARY ¥ =0z, BRI, HERHE -
HH, EREH. FEZOMMH L EHROTHR, BROFMEMHR ST LK) =04 F
TA VRED TN D,

DL BEMARR) V=D EHEINLENO—DEEZONDLON, T—hA T AEEEE
EWZEFT LTV B HBICEEE E 5 2 I (Archive Service Accreditation) DFFFETH 5 o K
EE A SCEAESEAT 2013 4RI A Y — N &R ZoFIEIR, —E0REEM LT -1 TR
PR BE L CRRETAHMATH D . )V NT =V RZEHEEOWFIER - 7—h 4 7 XEM D
20184E 7 AIZZDRBERZITTVD S BEDODOFRRILEDOTIZIE, BEADT 7 L AIZH
TEEENDHY . WL T 72 AR) V=2 R/RUTED D T &, R L IBREETINTT O T 7 &
AZOWTHIET 228, T/ AICEEEZRIZTEREIRT LI LR L2 RkDOTVE T,

Pz oIz TR, BRI EEENASGERO T — F 1 THiEREEREICOWT . T4 T X
2013, no. 51, p. 50-56.

Accredited archive services, statistics and outcomes. The National Archives. http://www.
nationalarchives.gov.uk/archives-sector/archive-service-accreditation/accredited-archive-services/, (£
2018-12-27) .

Archive Service Accreditation: guidance for developing and completing an application. 2018, 91p, https://
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/archives/archive-service-accreditation-guidance-june-2018.pdf,
(BHE 2018-12-27) .



2018 4E 11 HBAE, 4O LD 7 = A4 7 AN REZ T T 505, BEENFEBSICARL
TV ERRIERFME 2 S 34 THH ) L LY EL, iR T 72 AR) v —%E
DT, BROFAIEAZ R > T ) &ETLL8UE, FREERZ U ELEICETLIDEEZS
ns,

4.2 AVISY REBR=DEAT—5RE

KIS EEDOA > 7T v FEBRIBITLMEAT— 5 REOFBZ HTHhIzv, OV FUIH
% T v NAEENES (Lambeth Palace Library) (3. 7 4 X2k A CTHEISHESFEOXFICH
D, EETRDEVWALKEHO -2 L SNTWE, [ [1 75y FE#H&ELI-Ft
> % —] (Church of England Record Centre) 7MJiEENTHE Y., 1 > 7T ¥ FEAESOMEHE
&, REHGF#RES, BERBS, FERERL o KM O 7 — 7 4 7 X% /47 - &
LTS, 512, 1500 22 2 HHHEDOLHEDE L KT 5 Lo

> —id, &HIZH 2 FEHEOBKXRFREATIC, HEOCEEHICHT 205 2Rt L
TWwb, ZO—BE L TER S NME#E Tk, CEEHOEM) L OBH, R, BT A
— VOB, TEHEANOBER EORH LT <P b b, S bIE, HEEEASCE
ZOMDT = A T ZAEMEPLOMFEEZ T2 ETHERINTRE L),

ZDH b, Ty RHEICHET HWH T, EEOT— & RER L BEOTHFEEHOMRIZOW
TRD &)k B, [FFIC L UL, BEMLSNZEAT— 5 200 ) 77— & EHE i, JHH
ELTCHEEOWHRIT I v aF—FHRICENEZEAL 2T NE R 50w, 20720, FAAORE
FRBERZEICHTIREr I Ea— s NTREL TV SRR, €02 Lz@ml 2l
BH%R\Ve TOFERBERT ETHEHELROPLHFEEM TH L, UHEHMERPRMICEERT L L
Ty AT =5 2 LBERMPZTHA L. Sl ORBICEF L. 7— % £ CYEZEAN) ofEf %
SFHIZOORERPREI R D LT 5,

Tz, [LEADT 7 LA IZOWTORHIZLINE, BEEZOLENOT 7t AT 58
HIZD T oL BY) THD, EHEEL I—FLry—Tid, 0EIRBTLETRETHOT—7
A TZAERHEIIEARE LT D, LA L, 77— 1R L L OENEN, EHZOF & ORE,
W OREE, WHIN A, S ORER EOBBEIT, 304 L) RCFELHITIHELH 5,
C ORI, FIHFERZ 2T THSHERERTS 2 0T34 < FRNCBREOR TEEL
LTBLIEDNEF LW Y,

4277y FEHEOHEFL, BHEOT—F A MPENLASCGESEL2E LMD Lar s, JEH
HCEEDRE DA% 59, BHAOGEFHC T — 7 H#EICOWTHIRL S BIS 2R L TV B HL

Data protection. Church of England Record Centre. 2013, 5p. http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/files/
data_protection_finalpdf, (M 2018-12-27) .

Access to records. Church of England Record Centre. 2013, 4p. http://www.lambethpalacelibrary.org/
files/access_to_records_finalpdf, (ZM 2018-12-27) .
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DAEA L U THBRGE . BB E 720 T, EETIX 1989 FIHEBRD T — 1 4 7 XARE
WX DHEEAHER SN TBY , FHRMEOBEZ B T, EINOFEET — I A4 7 X OERERAERHR
nE, MHEH I E#EDTVD Z,

4.3 KEN MY Y IHEROWINECER

KEDOA M) v 2 BMEDFEHRXIEBETHT —FEAMOFESBIT LA F Ty 212&h
. WA HIX TR D BRI, HETITON S LR IE 2 & OALICET 2 8GR
% CdH 5 [FBELEE] (sacramental records) TH A ) &9 ZIUIBIMNE OHER] & FH DR
FECH B LRI, FMEN M) v 7 DBEELEBTLHFLETO DL, TNWRIZ, T—FEX
MEZNS OREFOIER. BF. 77 L AREO-O0TE - FIHE#EL, 20EH - FIHZ
T®LAFNE RS R wET D7,

C TSRO RHEEI L LT, REVA VT I M2 —F =) XZH D=2 —F =)
¥ ARKFEEIXESE (Office of Archives and Records, Archdiocese of New Orleans) (Y L
F7zv, [fgE, =a2—F4 =) Y AR ZOBAHIRD 7 M) v 7 B2 RlET 5 KEHEEKO
T=hATAEETH Do AT LD/ [BIREANOT 7 L AT 2T (2 Lud, 2
o DRLEkE, AR ORLEATAE L 2 \WIGE ., T 272 5HHF 2 L > TOEIEZFENH
EBIDTHY ., AN INLIZT 7 AT MBS D, L L, BEEFE, G5RHA, 1T
&, N EOWIFED F72, B4R T 7 v A ELL 5D THL L),

IS OREROTEEICTERN 7 A KT T O [FofE] Th o, Huwilskiz LRI T
ELHHMPILAL T <o MHEMTIE, MPFRLEOIMEA S 100 F 2L L TEZ TV 5,
ThabbH, 100 4 &) ATOMBRRLERIZ OV TIE, FHETOHIRZ CFHTE 2, 7225, 100 4% #
WL TORVELEIZOWTIE, BHEBEBREDINIIAR Sz v,

NS DORFENEDHEIKXIZH 22 rb 5T, TOFRHEZEET2DId=a—F—1) ¥ XK
AIEXOEHTH Y, WigeE 23 100 FLL LT oLsFE FH§ 256 1 RFABR X ofitse LTl
LU e 5% v, 7, BXEREOEELFHAFRNOMIGOAEIRKEVEE, b %
KRAHXICBET 5L b TE 2%, KE#XSCEE T, 1930 4F LT O ERELEk % —46 LT
B LTHY . 1930 EUREORLEZ OV TEEHRAIRAL TV E L) % [T, B4R

© “About RAG” . Religious Archives Group. https://religiousarchivesgroup.orguk/, (8 2018-12-27) .
? Leumas, Emilie G. et al. Managing Diocesan archives and records: a guide for bishops, chancellors, and
archivists. Association of Catholic Diocesan Archivists, 2012, p. 24-25.

% Sacramental records. Office of Archives and Records, Archdiocese of New Orleans. https://archives.arch-
no.org/ckeditor_assets/attachments/207/sacramental_records_policy_and_procedures_for_promulgation.
pdf, (B 2018-12-27) .

% “Sacramental records” . Office of Archives and Records, Archdiocese of New Orleans. https://archives.

arch-no.org/sacramental-records, (Z2 2018-12-27) .
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WEFELeERE. EAD NEDOEE 2 MRFHT 25085 . SRR Tl 2 BRSPS

ALTWRMABIO—>THY) . 2N ZTRADSNOFIHIZOWTIE, FRIZEOIEARHIRH
BMESNTVDZ LD bR b, £0OET, 100 ELL LR L 7258822V TE, 2 D%liiE%e

RERAEO 72O OFIAMMMEE EH L. BiER R ¥ — O F THREBN /T - K070 0HE

FHEEL TWAHZ EIREHICEL L ).

5. BAT—YREELT7—NA4TX | EU T —FRERBINDIR
5.1 —RF—YRERAEE

1948 47 12 A 10 HICEREA S THRINS Lz TIFERAMES ] 13, [MTAS . BCORFH, KiK.
FELAL ATBEIF LT, BLwEFICTHSL, LEBERPERICH L THELIT5 2
idve NFTNT, S0 &) B THIITHRBIN L CEOREZZT 2HNEZET L] Lik
STWS (B1245) % ThET 43y — ([BF] ERENTWD) ZERHAMEDO—TE L
THEDT 7250 TH Y MOk~ 2 AMEBEOHK & & b1, DBEOEENZR T I 14 /30 — 17
HERIEORED—D Loz,

ZOFIRD S 70 £ % K572 2018 4. WA (EU) o [—#7 — & (ri#EHHI] (General Data
Protection Regulation (BT [GDPR)) 2847 S 7z s 240 1995 4EHIE D [ 77— & fri#Te 4

2B L DT, EUMBEICBIT AT — 5 OREICHE T 2 AN KA E ED - EST
bHro MANT— 5 RAEORHEALRL, B L 723G OEFORIF A HEHR L SNTEB), HiZ
WNOEFEFIHHAEN L7217 Th . EUTROMAT— ¥ 2T 2 8/ O ZEF 120 #H
END 720 ZOWEBIEBNZBEEEZ LOL DL %> TW5D, 2D/ GDPR OFEITHIHIZ 1L,
HAOHHEMRTL THARMGELHHSY A7 shimiEALH EUMABHRSS] 7. [EU 7
& HHM, BV — VTR, HIHEAT. BRAARGIE] ® O RB L TRE Shiz,

T =N A T AEEOFEERHIEMA T — 5 2 &L b D08 % 720, GDPR OEfTiL7 — 7
ATAFUORE LB BERITT, 22T BINFFERSOTIZRT GNHMNR IV —TD—>
THY ., EUMBREOEN A LEHER NZOHERICE o THRLENZWINT = 4 T X7V —TF
(European Archives Group) (2018 4E 10 H. 7 —# A 7 XrEhkf 2 B+ % GDPR O 12

“Digitized Sacramental Records in the Archives” . Office of Archives and Records, Archdiocese of New

Orleans. https://archives.arch-no.org/sacramental_records, (Z 2018-12-27) .

PR AMEES (GRI” . 454 | https//www.mofa.go jp/mofaj/gaiko/udhr/1b_00Lhtml, (ZH 2018-
12:27) .

% Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the
protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement
of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation). 2016, 88p. https://
eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2016/679/0j, (M 2018-12-27) .

7 BN . 2018 4 5 H 23 HEATI .

® O HAREH . 2018 4£ 5 /3 24 HEIT .
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DWCOHA FF4 v &5ELE (DT, Y ORWEY [H4 P74 ] donzfidbol
T%) ¥ THULGDPR 2D b DL IE R4 EIHT) % RO TId 2\ WAS,GDPR & 7 — 7
AT ADBBIIOGCTHE L 2 2 FUR ALY L85 MHE LTHATH L, Tkt d
W2 7= A TAEBOREEZEE 272 T AT — 5 O L DML 2 W rIilE 2 5 _E 0,
LV REIZOWT, EUO#IFAZ B2 72BN AREY 522508 ko Tnb,

HATY GDPRIZOWTIEHR T2 LI 2 CTB ), 202FEBRIIOwTRZENLE2ERE
NEVH, T—H A TADOBEIS N ERLEZODIFITEALERYL L2 0WY, ZZTUTFT
&, GDPROBED ) b, 7= 4 7 XL OBIRAFHIRE L 20 ) R T W ELRREIZOWT, 7
A RTAUDRED L) BRFRCHEIFEZ R L TR L0252 T 5. HbET, HAROM NG
LN B 2 EPOMEE ST 52 LI L o> T HARDERIE EOFFEIZOWT b HEER
L72v,

5.2 GDPROEAREA
GDPR Tld, AT — BV OREAKREFEHIE LTUTO6HHIREINTVS (H55).

Rk NIRRT ONERATE
- HIORRE

- 7= O/ME

- IEREE

- FLERRAT DO HIBR

- SEATME R OB

Z0H b, FE20HEAITHL [HHORE] 120 TE, [AFXOFRICBILT A1
JOBEM., FHEEMUIZESS L FBELRIIZEo B B UIHETO B O 720 1247 2 Bk
(L B89 4t L IHICHE, UMD HMEBEE LAVbDLIEALRIN B V] L LT, [T—51
Crr7oRMN] 2 BRI o7zo0AT— % OFH. BHAFIHIZH 725 % »
CEEHRL TS, ERFEHNCETZHEORT, T A4 7 AZBTLEAT— 5 AHOM

% European Archives Group. Guidance on data protection for archive services: EAG guidelines on the

implementation of the General Data Protection Regulation in the archive sector. European Archives
Group, 2018, 37p. https://ec.europa.cu/info/sites/info/files/eag_draft_guidelines_1_11_0.pdf, (ZH& 2018-
12:27) .

VRPN EIE LT, M i ENLATCERC B B SIS A BRI O WL Lo, 2017,
no. 49, p. 71-88.

ODFL BUEKRO AARGERIC L 2%, —HeiR L7ze A EMEERE &R HA T — & Ok & B
THERNOREIET S, KO, 207 =5 OHHABIZICET 5, BN, 184 95/46/EC % BEIES
L IRMES R A0 2016 4 4 H 27 HoHHAI (EU) 2016/679 (—#7— & SaEHHD) 430, BT,
104p. https://www.ppc.go.jp/files/pdf/gdpr-provisions-ja.pdf, (ZM 2018-12-27) .
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F72. HE5OFAITH S [FLEREDOHIR] 1I2onTid, [AIkOMBIZBF LT —H 1Y
7O HK, BRI L IZEENIIZEO B9 EFE O BRI O A D72 IZHER b AT
— I THLRY . TOMANT =5 %2 L) ROHIHEHRFETES] L LTwh, 22TH, [&
ORI BITLT— A Ay 7OHN] ° [BEHEYZEOBN] &, AT — 5 ORMEH %
kO HIIZ GBI E T2, W) FHIOBINTH S Z EDHREINT WS,

PERD [ 77— & (R | Tld. ORI [RGBt SR 2R ] (5% 6 4% 1 1H)
Lo TBY, ZIRXT—AATANREGENL L) POV TIHRLINTE ST, INER
KL D [1B5]) OBHICBVT, T—HA TADPEINLIEIRENLIZEEL T 5T,
GDPR D4 &L THW LR T A [RIOFIIRIZBIT L7 -4 ¥ 7D HM] (archiving
purposes in the public interest) & \9) XEIX, FINO T — 4 7 ABREIZL 208 —{GFEO
BRELTEASINLZLDOTHD EVD %

5.3 7—HATXKREEFHRREL DD
O [AEOFBEIZBI LT = A Z7OHAY]

FNTR, [AERORFICBIFLT—AA Y ZOHMN] L) XEIR, &8TOT—HA T X
A A N—FT25DL 25D He GDPR OHIEE 158 SR D L HIZHEL T b,

AILOFEEOFLER A A T 2 ARIRE SUT AN L CERBAKIE, EU EUmBEEO
EIAEIC &0 — i R3O FIZE O 720 Ok e 2 fiflE % F 9 2 ko E, IRAE. BF.
B, FLil, EE. IR SRKEOEAE L. 22D, ZORENDT 7 L A R T R X BN
b ORI (services) THRIFIUER LW,

COBEICL UL, TAERONRICBIT LT -4y 7OHMN] 2 R38BT TEU #EX
EMBEOENGE] CTEOLNIENFEFEE b2 REE SR, 22 THA KT 4 VT,
EUMBEOAMBEE»ES 257 — 7 4 7 AT [ A®ROFIFICBITLT -1 7OH
] ICELTLDITEETH L LR CTnd, ZOLRT, DT — 5 4 7 XFTEAEE 2
FETHNIIONTYH, ZOfHGIZEONT, MBEOENETEDL Z LN TELET L, &
DEINE L ITERDED LD DT TIE R, BRRICL o TIES L EILL 2L H D LW

-

Do

% Taylor, Isabel. The General Data Protection Regulation (EU] 2016/679): white paper. 2017, 14p. https://
interparestrust.org/assets/public/dissemination/WhitePaper_on_GDPR.pdf, (% 2018-12-27) .

BOLUFL BIRIRKRO HARGERIZ & 5725, —#ER L7 WAERRERE ST . AT — & Ok & Bl
T5HRAOREET B, RO 207 =5 OHMEBEIZET 5, LN, #84 95/46/EC % BEIRT
B WS B VB4 0 2016 41 4 H 27 HOBHI (EU) 2016/679 (—fe7 — & TREEHLIN) wiSC. AT,
61p. https://www.ppc.gojp/files/pdf/gdpr-preface-japdf, (Mg 2018-12-27) .
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FHA NI4T [AROFIRICBIFLET A A Y TOHM] CESE LW EEZL
NBT7 =0 A7 AFTEEE B2 EEET—HA4T7R) b, [EBRAEOHWN] 07zdll7 7
ATAERELTCREDOTH Y, SHISL > T, FABOBESEHSNS LERT 2% 72720
INEOBEIZOWTIE, EUMBEICEARI 2 2O H 2 L 2RO TV D0, FEOVEE
BEAFERTRETH L LEEFEBLTNDE Y, 72, ThHIZDOW T4 %, GDPRICBT 2 71
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Why Did Daisaku lkeda Found Soka University and Esteem José Rizal?'

Junichi Kanzaka

1. Daisaku lkeda, Soka University, and José Rizal

Daisaku ITkeda (1928-) founded Soka University in 1971. Its Central Tower has a statue of José
Rizal (1861-1896). In 1996, the Order of the Knights of Rizal kindly donated this statue, when
Tkeda received the Knights of Rizal Grand Cross. In the dialogue with Rogelio M. Quiambao
(1940-), the Supreme Commander of the organization, Ikeda promised to spread the spirit of
José Rizal in promoting peace in the world and the happiness of humanity (Ikeda 1996). In fact,
he has often encouraged students of Soka University by introducing them to the great life and

philosophy of José Rizal.

Ikeda’s great esteem for Rizal is connected with his determination to establish strong
friendships with Asian countries, and to prevent fascist militarism from controlling Japanese
politics again. In 1941, fascist Japan invaded the Philippines and other Asian countries. In a
dialogue with José V. Abueva (1928-), Ikeda states, “Japan, despite establishing a long history
of exchange with the Philippines as well as other countries in Asia, was the perpetrator of
barbaric horrors under a militarist regime,” and he continues determinedly, “Japan must never
forget the lessons it learned from that period in its history and must continue to forge robust
bonds of friendship with people throughout Asia so that we can earn the genuine trust and

respect of our neighbors” (Abueva and Ikeda 2015: 15).

2. Intellectuals under fascist militarism regime in Japan
Why did fascist militarism obtain political power in 1930s Japan? At that time, there were

many intellectuals who learned modern philosophy and political theory in universities. Why did
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they not effectively strive against fascism?

Masao Maruyama (1914-1996) states that the middle strata who supported the fascist
movement in Japan consisted of two groups of intellectuals. The first group included “urban
salaried employees, so-called men of culture, journalists, and men in occupations demanding
higher knowledge such as professors and lawyers, and university and college students”
(Maruyama 1947/1969: 57-8). Although Maruyama call them “intellectuals in the proper sense,”
we call them “university-graduate intellectuals” because almost all of these intellectuals
graduated from university-level schools (Nishimura 2016: 103). Japan has not had such a distinct
group of educated people as the /lustrados in the Spanish colonial Philippines. However, before
the Second World War, “a certificate of graduating from a university-level schools served as
proof that you belonged to the intellectual class” ; furthermore, the graduates usually obtained
higher positions in the bureaucratic government (Maruyama 1977: 227). In particular, students
of kvusei-koukou (old-education-system high schools) and Imperial Universities comprised only
less than one percent of the total male population; therefore, they were greatly admired, and

sometimes referred to as “academic career aristocracy” (Takeuchi 1999: 34).

In contrast, the second group of intellectuals were in a lower social class. It included “small
factory owners, building contractors, proprietors of retail shops, master carpenters, small
landowners, independent farmers, school teachers (especially in primary schools), employees
of village offices, low-grade officials, [and] Buddhist and Shinto priests.” Although Maruyama
called them “pseudo-intellectuals,” we call them “common intellectuals.” Maruyama insists
that it is mainly these common intellectuals that provided the social foundation of fascism.
Meanwhile, university-graduate intellectuals merely reluctantly accepted the movement; ‘they
were certainly not positive advocates or the driving force of the fascist movement. Rather,
their mood was generally one of vague antipathy toward it, an antipathy that amounted almost

to passive resistance” (Maruyama 1947/1969: 57-8).

Certainly, we cannot say that university-graduate intellectuals are acquitted since they
demonstrated a “vague antipathy  toward fascism. It may be asked why university-graduate
intellectuals did not maintain in their liberal attitude and resist fascism although they had
strong political power. There are three reasons. First, politicians and government officials who
had graduated from top universities pursued, or at least seemed to pursue, their self-interest.
Second, university graduate intellectuals were isolated from ordinary citizens. Finally, the

intellectuals looked down on the masses. These points will be discussed in greater detail below.



First, politicians and government officials were sometimes faulted for being motivated by
self-interest. In 1929, Sakuzo Yoshino (1878-1933), a professor of Tokyo Imperial University,
deplored the fact that the major political parties were captured by a selfish “connection of
interests” such as zaibatsu conglomerates, although the primary purpose of democracy was
to protect the welfare of the nation's people (Yoshino 1929; see also Gordon 2003: 169). By
the end of the 1920s, the democratic political system had deteriorated. Instead, during the
1930s, military officials obtained political power. After the Great Depression, many peasants
and laborers fell into poverty. Rural society was particularly severely damaged. However,
government officials and members of parliament did not offer an efficient solution. In this
situation, on May 15, 1932, young military officers attempted a coup d'état and assassinated
Prime Minister Tsuyoshi Inukai; many ordinary people did not criticize their attack and instead
supported it. During the officers’ trial, more than 700 thousand people signed to request the
reduction of their punishment. A local newspaper in Yamagata prefecture stated, “Villages are
in great peril- -, but political leaders are swayed by partisan interest and zaibatsu just pursued
self-interest. Meanwhile the officers had patriotic, self-less, chivalry, and virile motivation,
although they broke the law,” (Mori 1993: 104). Furthermore, in 1934, the Army Ministry issued
a pamphlet titled Kokubo no hongi to sono kyvoka no teisho (A Proposal for the Significance and
Enhancement of National Defense). It began with the words, “War is the father of creation, and
mother of culture,” and stated that in order to reinforce national defense, ‘it is necessary to
protect national livelihood by securing laborers’ income and saving peasants and fisheries from
damage” (Kato 2009: 316-7). Many poor people who had been disappointed with the “selfish and

incapable” politicians welcomed the suggestions made by military officials.

Some intellectuals did protest the military’s gain of power. However, they were not able to fight
effectively since they did not gain support from common people. The alienation and isolation
of university-graduate intellectuals from ordinary people is the second reason they were not
able to prevent fascism. Yoshino (1932) condemned Manchurian Incidence as ‘imperialistic
invasion.” Also, Tatsukichi Minobe (1873-1948), another professor of Tokyo Imperial University,
fiercely criticized the aforementioned Army pamphlet. He stated that the pamphlet, “without
proper reasons praised and advocated wars contrary to the imperial will” (Minobe 1934;
see also Furukawa 2011: 77). Nevertheless, the military was not defeated. Instead, in 1935,
they attacked Minobe based on the rationale that his theory of the Emperor as an organ
of government violated imperial sacredness. Minobe had advocated his theory to establish
constitutionalism in Japan. He stated that the emperor’'s role was defined in the constitution;

therefore, the emperor was not “a sacred source of legitimacy that stood outside and above
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the state” (Gordon 2003: 199). Many legal scholars had supported this theory for around thirty
years. However, in the middle of the 1930s, the military and some fascist politicians tried to
abolish the theory to allow the Imperial Army and Navy to take actions beyond the limits of
the constitution and independently from the parliament and cabinet. In the House of Peers,
Takeo Kikuchi condemned Minobe as “an academic tramp.” Although Minobe continued to
insist on the legitimacy of his theory, the Houses of Peers and Commons censured Minobe and

the government banned several of his books (Furukawa 2011).

In the crisis of constitutionalism, however, common people did not support Minobe but
sympathized with the military since it succeeded in persuading the ordinary people that this
was a struggle between snobbish intellectuals and poor and vulnerable people. In fact, when he
criticized Minobe, Kikuchi pretended that he represented poor people by deploring the poverty
in villages. Also, when a nationalist organization became agitated against Minobe’s legal theory,
it claimed that “traditional nationalistic mentality posed unconsciously by common people”
had to defeat the “liberalism” advocated by “intellectual class” (Tsutsui 2018: 225-237). At that
point, the nationalistic militarism obtained support from ordinary people. Furthermore, it is
noteworthy that before the military attacked Minobe’s theory the discourse of intellectuals had
been isolated from the daily life of ordinary people. In Japan, the university students usually
studied philosophy and the history of western countries rather than those of Japan; therefore,
they were essentially European in culture. Such education in top universities was sometimes
blamed for being “colonial” (Takeuchi 1999: 261). Yasumaru (1968/2013; 67) says In modern
Japan, revolutionary new ideas were imported from western advanced countries. Therefore,
the ideas were accepted only by intellectuals and alienated from common people. Furthermore,
the intellectuals did not confront the western ideas with Japanese traditional ones and just
let the two types of ideas cohabitate.” In contrast, the discourse of military officials was more
familiar and understandable to less educated people since many military officials came from
rural society and praised traditional Japanese culture and customs. Indeed, many nationalist
militants hated the westernized and sophisticated culture of university graduate intellectuals.
Indeed, In 1936, in an interview with young military officers, they blamed government officials
by insisting that bureaucrats graduating from Imperial Universities did not understand the
mentality of common people and that peasants and wage laborers hated their “lofty attitude

and academic snobbery” (Takeuchi 1999: 274-5).

Thus, the westernized and sophisticated culture of university graduates was alienated from

ordinary people. However, the intellectuals did not care. Rather, they seemingly assumed



that less educated people were not able to understand highly intellectual statements. The
contempt for ordinary people is the third weakness of the university graduate intellectuals.
Indeed, Furukawa (2011: 88) criticizes Yoshino and Minobe for the fact that they did not want
to enhance people’s rights and welfare since they were skeptical about the political and ethical
abilities of common people, while she highly praises their firm intention to continue protecting
constitutionalism. Yoshino and Minobe were not exceptional. University students usually looked
down on less educated people, who simply enjoyed their lives without concerning themselves
with social problems. This may be a negative aspect of the sense of noblesse oblige. They had
a paternalistic notion that they were obliged to protect ignorant people. In the collage song of

Daiichi-Koto-gakko, or former general education courses of Tokyo University, students sang:

“ Looking down on the people who just lead an apolaustic life
without worrying about its fragility,
We are in the college on Mukougaoka hill, and

»”»

have a great ambition [to enhance the prosperity of the country]

University graduates continued to hold this attitude after the Second World War. As mentioned
before, Maruyama (1947/1969) calls university-graduate intellectuals and common intellectuals
“Intellectuals in the proper sense” and “pseudo-intellectuals” respectively. This terminology

may reflect his disrespect for less highly educated people.

Moreover, many Japanese Marxist intellectuals also looked down on ordinary people. Around
1920, Marxist theory became popular in top universities. In 1918 some Law Faculty students in
Tokyo Imperial University set up an association called Shinjin-kar to study left-wing theories.
In 1920, an associate professor published an article supporting socialism. Because Marxism
was regarded as a unification of British classical political economy, German classical philosophy
and French socialism, many students studied the theories of Marx and Lenin as a highly
intellectual subject (Takauchi 1999: 240-1). Furthermore, Kazuo Fukumoto (1894-1983) advanced
the intellectualism of Japanese Marxists. He graduated from Tokyo Imperial University and in
the mid-1920s, insisted on the necessity of a “vanguard party,” according to Lenin. He did not
believe in “the natural growth of proletarian conscious;” thus, “only a ‘true vanguard party,
a Communist Party, would be a veritable source of socialist consciousness.” Since he equated
such a consciousness with the possession of Marxist “knowledge,” he glorified ideological
purity and prioritized intellectual struggle. Although, in later years, the Japan Communist

Party denounced Fukumoto's theory, they continued to emphasize the role of theory. For this
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reason, the Marxist movement of Japan became “the most theoretically sophisticated in the
world” (Duus and Scheiner 1988: 702-5). Intellectuals in a vanguard party may have dedicated
themselves sincerely and selflessly to working for the proletariat, or ordinary people. However,
at the same time, they despised ignorant people who neither comprehended Marxist theory nor
indicated interest in developing a class-consciousness. In 1926, a Japanese writer Ryunosuke
Akutagawa (1882-1927), a contemporary of Lenin, said to him: “You [Lenin] who more than
anyone loved the mass/ Are you who more than anyone despised the mass’ (Akutagawa
1927/2006: 198) Ikeda states that Akutagawa properly describes one aspect of Bolshevism
(Gorbachev and Ikeda 1996: v.1, 227). Marxist intellectuals worked for the people but also felt

contempt for them.

Thus, university-graduate intellectuals were criticized for pursuing their self-interest, for being
isolated from ordinary citizens, and for looking down on the masses. Therefore, the intellectuals

did not, or were not able to, cooperate together to protest against fascism in Japan.

3. Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, Daisaku lkeda, and Soka University

While university graduated intellectuals were alienated from ordinary people, common
intellectuals had daily interaction with the masses and held positions of leadership in small,
local associations. Therefore, they “substantially formed the backbone class of the nation and
were far more practical and active.” Maruyama (1947/1969: 66) says: ‘From the viewpoint
of the Japanese political and social structure as a whole, they [common intellectuals] clearly
belonged to the class of the ruled. Their standard of living was not very high, being scarcely

different from that of their subordinates.” Hence, they effectively supported Japanese fascism.

Nevertheless, we should know that not all common intellectuals provided support for fascism
or militarism. Tsunesaburo Makiguchi (1871-1944) is a prominent exception. He is classified as
a common intellectual since he worked as a classroom teacher and principal in primary schools
after he graduated from the Hokkaido Normal School, a teachers’ training facility in Hokkaido’s
capital, Sapporo. However, Makiguchi did not support fascism; in contrast, he was resolutely
opposed to Japan's militarism and as a result, he was imprisoned on July 6, 1943. During
the interrogation by Special Higher Police, Makiguchi stated “the Emperor is a common
mortal. When he was crown prince, he attended Gakushuin University, where he studied in
order to be emperor. Nor is the emperor without error’ (Home Ministry 1943/1987). As Ito
(2009: 136) states “he [Makiguchi] was directly challenging the central political orthodoxy of

wartime Japan, the divinity of the emperor.” Furthermore, by examining the contemporary



political situation, Ito (2009) reveals that Makiguchi's words reflected the idea of Minobe’s
constitutionalism. Makiguchi also suggests that if the current emperor (Hirohito) were to
practice Buddhism, he would “develop the wisdom needed to conduct politics without error”
(Home Ministry 1943/1987: 203). Here, Makiguchi showed his belief that Japan's Asia-Pacific
Wars represented a “national crisis” (kokunan) brought on by political errors made in the
emperor’'s name (Ito 2009: 138). Even after he was arrested, Makiguchi did not stop faulting
the underlying belief structures of Japanese militarism. In his succession to Minobe, Makiguchi

protected constitutionalism and fought against militarism.

Makiguchi, however, did not share the three weaknesses with university graduate intellectuals.
First, he selflessly worked for the happiness of children and ordinary people. Between 1913 and
1932, Makiguchi served as the principal of a succession of elementary schools. In 1920 he began
working in Mikasa elementary school; this was one of the special schools built in slums (kinmin-
kutsu) in Tokyo. An educator visited the school and stated, “Makiguchi does not worry about
the cold treatment for him. But, he devotes himself assiduously to the education of miserable
children.” Furthermore, a newspaper reported that Makiguchi began giving free school lunch
to the pupils from the poorest families (HSSE 2015: 240-4). Second, Makiguchi was not isolated
from ordinary people, but encouraged many people through everyday communication by
organizing associations. He published The Geography of Human Life in 1903 and The System of
Soka Pedagogy in 1930. The word Soka literally means value-creating. He believed that “children
could open their minds and interact creatively with their environment, rather than serving as a
tool to mold a docile and obedient population” (Gebert n.d.). However, unlike many intellectuals
graduating from top universities, he was not satisfied with developing a sophisticated theory.
To put his Soka pedagogy into practice, Makiguchi organized the Soka Kyoiku Gakkai, where
he encouraged many children and ordinary people through everyday communication, not to
promote fascism ideology, but to practice the philosophy of developing everyone's potential.
Finally, Makiguchi never looked down on ordinary people, but believed in the potential of every
child and person. This belief came from the philosophy of Nichiren Buddhism, which holds that
all people possess the inherent potential for enlightenment, and calls for a compassionate way
of life-the way of the bodhisattva dedicated to awakening people to that potential. Makiguchi
had been drawn to Nichiren Buddhism in part because its stress on the patient nurturing of
human potential accorded with his own ideas and practice as an elementary school teacher.

(HSSE 2015; Gebert n.d.)

Makiguchi was killed in prison in 1944. However, his determination and philosophy were
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carried forward by Josei Toda (1900-1958) and Daisaku Ikeda. Based on Makiguchi's pedagogy,
Ikeda founded Soka University. One of its founding principles is “Be a fortress for the peace
of humankind.” As we have discussed, in pre-war Japan, university-graduate intellectuals did
not cooperate with the people to prevent fascism. Therefore, Ikeda founded Soka University to
educate students who would then eagerly work for world peace and fight against militarism

and fascism as Makiguchi did.

First, Ikeda taught students not to solely pursue their own self-interest but to serve the people.
He stated that “Academic snobbism makes you lose the true value of life. If graduates said
‘T am great because I graduated from a famous university’ and looked down on people, we
would wonder for what purpose we had educated them” (Ikeda 2008). “Soka University is an
institution built by ordinary people and their toil, tears and sincerity,” therefore, we should
express deep gratitude to them and work hard for their happiness; “Universities exist to serve

those who sought to pursue higher education but never had the opportunity to do so.”

Second, Tkeda told students not to be isolated from ordinary citizens, but to work together
with them. In the fourth entrance ceremony of Soka University, Ikeda shared the experience
of his visit to San Maros University in Peru where he was impressed with one of their
maxims; Professors and students alike must work with the mass. Together they must meet
and overcome all difficulties until we reach the goal of wisdom and peace and happiness for

humankind.” Tkeda said:

The trouble with many contemporary intellectuals is that they habitually try to avoid such
difficulties. This is something I am determined never to do. To justify its existence today,
a university must strive with ordinary people to overcome difficulties and realize the most

sublime objectives of humankind. (Tkeda 1974)

Finally, Tkeda educated students not to look down on the masses but to have the highest
respect for them. Ikeda states: “Only effort to overcome hardships and devotion to one’s
mission give life its worth.” Everyone has several problems in their lives. The strength to face
difficulties depends not on whether they are well educated, but on whether they have strong
determination to carry out their mission in life. Tireless and sincere efforts by ordinary people
to surmount obstacles teach us about the courage and dignity of human beings. This great
trust in the strength of people is based on the philosophy of Nichiren Buddhism, which states

that “Buddha” is not “a superhuman, sacred condition endowed with a fixed status,” but “the



highest form of humanity” ; hence, “people who cultivate their humanity and constantly seek
self-perfection through serving and guarding life are Buddha” (Gorbachev and Ikeda 2005:
72). Therefore, TIkeda states that we should have the highest respect for people struggling to
overcome obstacles and appreciate their sincerity and cordiality; “this is the most important in

[Buddhist] faith” (Gorbachev and Ikeda 1996: v.2, 46).

4. Rizal as a great model of intellectuals

Thus, Ikeda insists that university-graduate intellectuals should work for, cooperate with, and
respect ordinary people; then, he states that Rizal is a great model of this type of intellectual.
Rizal was possessed of a brilliant intelligence and devoted his life to the happiness of Filipinos.
Furthermore, he worked and fought in the midst of the masses. While, in nineteenth century
Philippines, ilustrados graduating universities usually distanced themselves from the world
of pobres v ignorantes (poor and ignorant masses), Rizal himself had a strong connection with
them (Ileto 1998: 45-46). Rizal believed that each Filipino had great potential to improve in
intelligence and morality and insisted that this potential should be developed to achieve the

country’s independence from Spain. In Rizal's novel, El Filibusterismo, Father Florentino says:

I do not mean to say that our liberty will be secured at the sword’s point, for the sword
plays but little part in modern affairs, but that we must secure it by making ourselves
worthy of it, by exalting the intelligence and the dignity of the individual, by loving
justice, right, and greatness, even to the extent of dying for them—and when a people
reaches that height God will provide a weapon, the idols will be shattered, the tyranny will
crumble like a house of cards and liberty will shine out like the first dawn.

Our ills we owe to ourselves alone, so let us blame no one. (Rizal 1891/1912)

Rizal's attitude toward ordinary people is totally different from that of many intellectuals who

disrespect uneducated people.

Rizal's humanism is based on the sincere faith of Christianity. Virtues and values such as
human dignity and fundamental equality are based on the status of all humans as God’s

children, who are made in His image. Rizal states:
To me man is the masterpiece of creation, perfect within his conditions, who cannot be
deprived of any of his component parts, moral as well as physical, without disfiguring him

and making him miserable. (Rizal 1892/1962: 188)
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Rizal's humanism does not contradict Ikeda's humanism, which is based on Nichiren Buddhism.
Ikeda states: ‘religions should both compete in an amicable manner and cooperate closely in
fulfilling their responsibility to society as they seek to advance the shared goal of safeguarding
life and its inherent dignity and worth” (Abueva and Ikeda 2015: 136-7). Ikeda praised Rizal for
respecting and encouraging ordinary people. He said, “Dr. Rizal awakened within the people

their pride as individuals and unlocked the door to an era of victory for all people to enjoy.”

In the entrance ceremony of Soka University in 1997, Ikeda encouraged freshmen to study
hard to enhance the happiness of the masses by quoting an excerpt from the letter of Rizal to

his nephew:

To live is to be among men and to be among men is to struggle. In this battlefield, a
man has no better weapon than his intelligence, no greater strength than that of his own
heart. Sharpen, perfect, polish then your mind and fortify and educate your heart. (Rizal

1893/1976: 30)

5. Conclusion

Before the Second World War, the fascist militarism ideology dominated Japan and drove the
invasion of other Asian countries. University graduates did not protest effectively against the
movement because they were blamed for pursuing self-interests, were isolated from ordinary
citizens, and looked down on the masses. Makiguchi, the father of Soka education, fought
against fascism and militarism for his entire life. Based on his pedagogy, Ikeda founded Soka
University to educate students to work for world peace and people’s happiness. Ikeda told
students to fight for, cooperate with, and respect ordinary people, and shows them the example
of José Rizal as a respectable model of leadership. Rizal devoted his life to the people and
continued to believe in the strength of each Filipino. Ikeda always asks us, “For what purpose

do you cultivate wisdom?” The answer lies in the life of José Rizal.
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