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The Idea of a Socially Responsible
Global Citizen and its Ethical and
Philosophical Basis

[sao Takagi

Department of Economics

Soka University

Abstract: An idea of a socially responsible global citizen is required to the
emerging global community in order to make it with diversity,
sustainability, prosperity, equity and justice. The ethical basis and
qualities of a socially responsible global citizen could be provided through
introducing some ideas and philosophy consisting of responsible well-being
by R.Chambers and philosophy of value creation, global citizenship and
creative coexistence by D.Ikeda. Ultimately a comprehensive framework for
understanding a socially responsible global citizen is provided, which consist
of the four domains: the view of the world and human life, core values
and principles, qualities of a global citizen, and an envisioned and

realized global community.

Keywords: socially responsible global citizen, value creation, responsible well-being,

creative coexistence



[ Introduction

Globalization brings a mixture of opportunities and challenges to
all nations. Particularly new historical opportunities for development
in this decade, which the emerging market countries are well
responding to, has led a multi-polarization of global economy and
therefore has been strengthening a global-wide competition for market
and resource acquisition. Moreover this ICTs-driven globalization has
propelled cross-border knowledge exchanges and innovations, and the
emergence of global knowledge society which leads an increasing great
demand and expectation for higher learning worldwide. Now the
higher learning institutions must cope with this irresistible force of
globalization and satisfy massive knowledge-seeking demands of
students, nations, and global companies.

The national strategy for economic and technological
development and higher education is regarded as a key for success
and survival in the competitive global economy.

However, while the competition among the global firms is
strengthened and the massive financial resources fueled by excess
liquidity are flowing in and out among currencies and markets, the
interdependence among nations has been expanded and deepened
increasingly to share the common fate of prosperity or ruin.

We are living in competition but in interconnectedness
simultaneously in the global age. To pursue to win exclusively will lead
to widen the gap between winners and losers and exacerbate
imbalances and distortions in the global society, and ultimately result
in the turbulence and collapse of own coexistence basis. The higher
learning institutions have to contribute to nurture global citizens as a

mission and responsibility of highest education seats, who can lead
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and construct the global community with diversity, tolerance,
prosperity, and Justice. A socially responsible global citizen should be
pursued as a new vision of human beings required in the global
community in the making.

The paper will clarify an ethical and philosophical basis of a socially
responsible global citizen through introducing the ideas of responsible well-
being (Chambers 1997), global citizenship, and creative coexistence (Ikeda 1996,
2001) in the perspectives of value creation philosophy, and the activities of
Soka University. Ultimately a comprehensive framework to understand

the vision of a socially responsible global citizen will be presented.

II Contradictory Nature of Globalization

The great increase of economic activity and mobility across
national borders, which has been accelerated through the
development of ICTs, has led to an emergence of new political and
economic competition not only among nations and global companies
but also individuals for international markets and financial, natural,
human and knowledge resources. This dynamic process of economic
globalization poses us a set of problems and tasks which are extremely
hard to settle and overcome through the lone efforts of individual
nations and institutions, as well as new opportunities to unite together
isolated peoples, institutions, resources and various cultures and bring

about a deeply interlinked and interdependent global community.

II.1 Outcomes and problems of globalization
We can recognize the several outcomes and problems of
globalization.

First, one of the problems that globalization presents us with is the
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intensification of the inequality between winners and losers. It, of
course, produces a lot of new opportunities for gain. However, as long
as the current widespread disparity in politico-economic power
continues to exist both within national borders of every developed and
developing country and between the developed and the developing
economies, the ability of technological innovation, human resource
endowment, educational opportunities and so on to bring equal
benefit to all parties is minimized. If the status quo continues to persist,
the result of the game is apparent. The wealth and resources of the
world tend to be concentrated among particular individuals, social
classes and nations, and in the centers of global economy. Higher
education as a part of services or public goods is not an exception in
the globalization process and global commercialization.

Second, another problem globalization introduces is the tendency
to move toward abolishing the diversity of the international
community; thereby, imposing a set of predominant economic and
political principles, norms, and values which have been formed and
accepted by the people of commercialized societies on the people of
the "developing" societies. The cultural, social and economic
institutions and heritages of the local communities of developing
nations, which has developed from their local socio-ecological
backgrounds, are pressed to change or eliminated by the borderless
impact of globalization.

Third, the emergence of the global community, facilitated by the
innovative ICTs, on one hand, firstlyhas encompassed fully the
developed countries endowed with densely laid information
infrastructure and networking systems, and recently has been
incorporating the emerging countries such as China, India, Russia and

Brazil and so on. On the other hand, this emergence still excludes most
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of the people in developing areas with poorly equipped information
infrastructures. Such a predicament leads to "a distorted and divided
global society," which is neither desirable nor worthy of being called
"the global community."

Last, globalization driven by ICTs and economic motives has
ceaselessly propelled cross-border knowledge exchanges and
innovations, and the emergence of global knowledge society which leads an
increasing great demand and expectation for higher education
worldwide and rather in developing countries. Now the Higher
learning institutions must, on the one hand, cope with this irresistible
force of globalization and satisfy massive knowledge-seeking demands
of students, nations, and global companies, but, on the other hand,
have to contribute, to nurture global citizens as a crucial mission and
responsibility of highest education seats, who can lead and construct

the global community with diversity, tolerance, prosperity, and Justice.

1.2 Contradictory nature of globalization

These emerging outcomes which globalization brings about are a
mixture of opportunities and challenges for all nations. Particularly
new historical opportunities for development, which the emerging
market countries are well responding to, has led a multi-polarization of
global economy and therefore has been strengthening a global-wide
competition for market and resource acquisition. The national strategy
for economic and technological development and higher education is
regarded as a key for success and survival in the competitive global
economy.

However, while the competition among the global firms is
strengthened to establish the industrial supply and value chains in the

global-wide, the interdependence among nations has been deepened
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outstandingly to share the common fate of prosperity or ruin.
Economic interdependence as well as trans-nationality in production,
consumption, finance, knowledge, and information is reflected in
every economicand political phenomenon such as the world financial
crisis in 2008 originally caused by the sub-prime loan for the poor in the
United States, and the damages in Japan's production base by the
Tohoku earthquakein 2011 which halted the world production of
automobile and electronics, and "Arab spring" of spreading
democratization in Middle East in 2010 and 2011, and financial and debt
crises of some EU member-countries in 2010 and 2011, and so on. All of
these crises cannot be regarded as "someone else's problem" — "fire on
the opposite shore" in a Japanese saying — for the global society.

We are living in competition but in interconnectedness
simultaneously in the global age. To pursue to win exclusively will lead
to widen the gap between winners and losers and exacerbate
imbalances and distortions in the global community, and ultimately
result in the turbulence and collapse of own economic and
coexistence basis. "A socially responsible global citizen" should be
conceptualized as a new vision of human beings for the emerging

globalized community.

Il A socially responsible global citizen:

its ethical and philosophical basis

[I.1 Rationale of a new vision of a global citizen

A global citizen inherently should be socially responsible. However "a
socially responsible global citizen" makes sense significantly. To enjoy
individual freedom and claim human rights has been legitimatized as

securing a person being human especially during the last half of a
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century. Globalization has been driven by infinite expansion of
freedom in economic activities, which almost is regarded as a human
right, through eliminating the restrictions over trans-border economic
activities. The subjective entity pioneering global-wide economic
expansion and enjoying this infinite economic freedom and human
right has been conceived as "a global citizen."

However several objective and restrictive forces are compelling us
to change such an idea on global citizenship. First, the environmental
reservation has been recognized as one of crucial tasks for our
human-beings. Particularly the environmental crises including the
global warming, the soil degradation, the deforestation, the water and
food shortage, the atmospheric pollution, and the biodiversity loss and
the energy and resource shortage and so on, are serious threats to the
survival of human-beings.

Second, the ideas of human freedom and right have been diffused
to all nations in developing regions, which ironically means the
diminishing and restricted freedom and rights of the developed
countries who have been exploiting the local natural resources and
labors in the developing countries. In relation to the above global-wide
task of the environmental reservation, The developed countries have
been, ironically too, put in a responsible position for persuading to the
developing countries a restrictive exert of freedom and right of
economic development and supporting them for the sustainable
development.

Third, as a result of economic globalization, anybody in the global
age can hardly sustain her life without participating in the global-wide
interdependent economic network and system, which means that we
all are responsible for sustaining and improving the global

interconnected community.
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Fourth, and last, the development of the ICTs networks covering
over almost the globe enables us to share and experience virtually
everything happened in every time and everywhere, which has caught
us in the on-going facts of our global society and evoked any action or
feeling of joy, angry, sorrow, sympathy and responsibility and so forth.

These emerging forces are demanding a new vision of global
citizens who can lead a desirable global community. One of the ideas
on desirable global citizens might be a socially responsible global citizen.
However, we must be engaged in clarifying the required qualities of a
socially responsible global citizen as an agent to create the desirable and
sustainable global society. We would like to introduce some ideas on a
global citizen in order to give a conceptual substance and an ethical

and philosophical basis to a socially responsible global citizen.

1.2 Responsible well-being by R. Chambers

The term of responsible well-being was coined by Robert Chambers
(1997; 2004) for calling our attention to the personal dimension of
economic development. Chambers challenges to change the way of
thinking and living in the individual level and the way of policy-making
in the governments and international organizations through
reorienting our interests and efforts for development to review and
change the our life reflectively. A person's well-being achievement
entails personal responsibility to other person's quality of life.

As shown in table 1, Responsible well-being, the overarching end, is
attainable only through keeping the two basic principles of equity and
sustainability. "When well-being is qualified by equity and
sustainability it becomes responsible well-being (Chambers 1997)."
Well-being is supported by the two means of livelihood and

capabilities. The two basic principles of equity and sustainability
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"qualify livelihood to become livelihood security, and well-being to
become responsible well-being (Chambers 1997)."

Chambers (1997) defines well-being as the experience of good quality
of life which is open to "the whole range of human experience, social,
psychological, and spiritual as well as material." Livelihood means
"adequate stocks and flows of food and cash to meet basic needs and
to support well-being (Chambers 1997)." Capabilities are defined as "what
people are capable of doing and being (Chambers 1997)", and as a
means to livelihood and well-being. Equity, for Chambers (1997), means
the principle that "the poor, weak, vulnerable and exploited should come first," and
includes human rights, intergenerational and gender equity. Lastly
sustainability means that '"conditions and change wmust be sustainable —
economically, socially and environmentall(Chambers 1997)" for the present

and future generations.

Responsible
/; well-being /\‘
o Livelihood
Capabilities )
, Vsecurlty//

- 1 -

Equit ~—— | Sustainability
d y/ ~_ 7

Table 1 The web of responsible well-being by Chambers(1997)

Chambers (1997) insisted that "the word 'responsible’ has moral
force in proportion to wealth and power: the wealthier and more
powerful people are, the greater the actual or potential impact of their
actions or inactions, and the greater the scope and need for their

well-being to be responsible.”
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The idea of responsible well-being proposed by Chambers questions us
how we have achieved our well-being in the interdependent local and
global setting, and how our achievements of well-being harm or
sacrifice others' quality of life, and therefore, how we will change our
own beings and behaviors with responsibility for the creation of a
desirable global community. The Chamber's idea of responsible well-being
can be thought to provide some of significant quality and ethical basis
of a socially responsible global citizen. However we have to study further on
the quality of a global citizen through introducing the perspectives of

Soka philosophy.

I11.3 A global citizen in the perspective of Soka philosophy'

Soka philosophy, which has laid the foundation for Soka University,
in my view, consists of several strands of philosophy on life and
practices: (1) the Buddhist philosophy based upon Nichiren Buddhism;
(2) Soka pedagogy and value creation theory formulated by the first
president of Soka Gakkai (Association) , Tsunesaburo Makiguchi (1871-
1944); (3) the beliefs, practices, and actions toward the creation of peace
and a social and human revolution advocated by the second president
of Soka Gakkai, Josei Toda (1900-1958); and (4) the philosophy and
thoughts of the founder of Soka University and the third president of
Soka Gakkai, Daisaku Ikeda (1928-), who has realized all of the
aspirations of the first and second presidents, and has further
developed the Soka philosophy and movement. All of these strands of
philosophy and thoughts are brought together in the philosophy and
beliefs of Daisaku lkeda and the work of Soka Gakkai International
(SGI).

The founder of Soka Gakkai, Makiguchi, was born in rural Japan in

1871 and died in prison in 1944 during World War II, at age 73, as one of
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Japan's few anti-war martyrs. As an educator and author, he dedicated
much of his life to developing a progressive philosophy of education
and to reforming Japan's educational system. He believed that the
purpose of life is the creation of value which enables the individual to
attain happiness.? In this light, the purpose of education for Makiguchi
must be "the lifelong happiness of learners". Makiguchi further
believed that "true happiness is to be found in a life of value creation
(Ikeda 1996)." Value creation is "the capacity to find meaning, to
enhance one's own existence and to contribute to well-being of others,
under any circumstance (Ikeda 1996)." Ikeda, the founder of Soka
University, notes that "Makiguchi looked beyond the limits of the
nation-state to new horizons of human community, and had a vision of
global citizenship, people capable of value-creation on a global
scale(1996)."

Ikeda points out the essential elements of "global citizenship":

- The wisdom to perceive the interconnectedness of all life and
living.

- The courage not to fear or deny difference ; but to respect and
strive to understand people of different cultures and to grow from
encounters with them.

- The compassion to maintain an imaginative empathy that reaches
beyond one's immediate surroundings and extends to those
suffering in distant places
The core of the Buddhist worldview is formed by the "all-

encompassing interrelatedness" or the ‘"interdependence and
interpenetration of all phenomena," which can provide a basis for the
concrete realization of these qualities of wisdom, courage and
compassion.” According to Buddhist teachings, a person who

embodies these three qualities is called a bodhisattva. Ikeda insists that
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"the bodhisattva provides an ancient precedent and modern exemplar
of the global citizen (Ikeda 1996)." The practice of the bodhisattva consists
of encouraging the development of the ultimate potential for good
within all people. Therefore the bodhisattva embraces a profound faith in
the inherent goodness of people. Simultaneously, the practice of the
bodhisattva consists of an unshrinking confrontation with the
fundamental darkness of life, which is equally part of human nature
and causes destruction and divisiveness.*

Ikeda defines "goodness" as that which moves us in the direction of
harmonious coexistence, empathy and solidarity with others; in
contrast, the nature of evil is to divide people from people and
humanity from the rest of nature (Ikeda 1996). Evil in human nature
drives people to an unreasoning attachment to difference and blinds
us to human commonalities. This "pathology of divisiveness" is not
confined to individuals but constitutes and controls "the deep
psychology of collective egoism, which takes its most destructive form
in virulent strains of ethnocentrism and nationalism (Ikeda 1996)." The
struggle to rise above individual and collective egoism and to "live in
larger and more contributive realms of selfhood constitutes the core of
the bodhisattva's practice (Ikeda 1996)." Thus, Ikeda is convinced that
"education should be a vehicle to develop in one's character the noble
spirit to embrace and augment the lives of others (Ikeda 1996)."

Ikeda proposed "creative coexistence" as a key concept on international
society in the global age, while criticizing its passive, self-content and
ignorant nature of the cultural relativist view: "While enmity,
contradiction, and discord may seem to be an unavoidable aspect of
relations between humans, our individuality and character will shine
with a brighter beauty to the extent we persevere and transform these

conflicts. It is through this process of forging our own character that
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the bonds between people can be restored and rejuvenated (Ikeda
2001)."

He proposed, with the purpose of facilitating and coordinating the
process of shaping the kind of global ethics that must undergird global
citizenship, to incorporate the following issues as integral elements of
education at all levels (Ikeda 1996): (1) Peace education, in which
people learn the cruelty and folly of war, to instill the practice of
non-violence in human society; (2) Environmental education, to study
current ecological realities and means of protecting the environment;
(3) Developmental education, to focus attention on issues of poverty
and global justice; and (4) Human rights education, to awaken an

awareness of human equality and dignity.

VI Roles of higher learning institutions in the global age and Soka

University's experience

VI.1 Roles of higher learning institutions in the global age

H.V. Ginkel (2007), the former Rector of the United Nations
University, Tokyo, pointed out that "Our world is becoming ever more
globalized and knowledge-based," and that "the increasing knowledge-
intensiveness of society and science itself" as well as globalization is
dominating more and more the agenda of the universities. "Higher
education, once seen as the privilege of the elites, is now viewed by the
most nations as an indispensable tool for shaping, directing and
promoting economic growth and even beyond that to secure the future
of our societies."

The emergence of "knowledge-intensive society," behind which
there is economic transformation into the knowledge intensive

economy from the work-intensive economy and the capital-intensive
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economy, has pushed higher education to be highly knowledge
intensive.

While admitting the above increasing progress of globalization and
knowledge intensity of our society, Ginkel (2007) calls our attention to a
crucial and indispensable mission of higher education and science,
that is, its contribution to "next generations of locally rooted, but well-
informed global citizens capable of jointly ensuring peace and
progress" "As increases in scale and globalization progress further, as
well as the knowledge-intensivity of our society, we need good
academics, and citizens who are adequately prepared to contribute to
bridging frontiers, in order to create a better future."

Ginkel (2007) also indicates correctly, as a third process going-on
with a profound impact on higher education besides globalization and
knowledge intensity in our society, "the growth of a Culture of Peace, the
prevalence of tolerance and harmony." Higher education institutions
are confronted with and questioned about the direction on many new
dilemmas and paradoxes. One of the major issues is cultural diversity.
In our interconnected and diverse world, "we have many neighbours,
nearby and faraway, who often come from very diverse backgrounds."
In order to promote better understanding, we need to increase and
choose precise information about other peoples, cultures and
societies. And he insists that "one must be prepared to engage actively
in dialogue; unconditionally and with a truly open mind." Ginkel (2007)
urges universities to "grow into international platforms for dialogue;
platforms for opening, analizing and exchanging new ideas."

Soka University's experiences and learning system would reflect
one of the best international platforms for dialogues and creative

coexistence.
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V1.2 Experiences of Soka University
Founding principles

Soka University of Japan was founded in 1971 by Daisaku Ikeda.
Ikeda put forth the following founding principles: "Be the highest seat
of learning for humanistic education"; "Be the cradle of a new culture";
and "Be the fortress for the peace of humankind."

The first principle means the mission of Soka University to nurture
a creative individual who is able to freely employ knowledge in order
to bring forth the wisdom to creatively confront the challenges of our
ever-changing global society.” The second principle reflects the
mission of Soka University in the perspective of human historical
development of civilization. An integrating philosophy that embraces
and brings order to the diversity of human culture is required today in
our increasingly interdependent world. Such philosophy firmly
grounded and rooted in our universally shared humanity, can provide
the basis for the development of a global culture and civilization. Soka
University aims "to be a cradle for the creation of a global culture
based on the solidarity of global citizens—a solidarity of creative
humanity."

The last principle comes from the founder's strong belief, which is
clearly declared in his novels, that "Nothing is more barbarous than
war, nothing more cruel (Ikeda 1972)," and "Nothing is more precious
than peace, nothing more brings happiness (Ikeda 1995)."

International exchanges

Soka University is one of the most active Japanese universities in
promoting international academic exchanges with the foreign
universities covering all five continents, such as Soka University of
America, University of Delaware, Soka Ikeda College for Women and

University of Delhi in India, University of Sao Paulo, Beijing University,
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University of the Philippines, Nanyang Technological University,
Moscow State University, University of Bologna, University of Ghana,
and University of Sydney. It has, as of March, 2012, exchange
agreement with 135 universities and institutions in 46 countries and
regions: of which 78 universities are in the Asian region including
China, ASEAN countries, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Korea, Taiwan, and
Mongolia; 4 universities are in Oceania; 18 universities are in Europe
and Eastern Europe including the U.K., Germany, France, Spain,
Austria, Italy, Russia and Bulgaria; 14 universities are in North America
including the U.S. and Canada; 12 universities are in Latin America
including Argentina, Cuba, Bolivia, Dominica, Mexico, Peru, and
Paraguay; and 9 universities are in the Middle East and Africa
including Egypt, Turkey, Israel, Senegal, Ghana, Kenya, and South
Africa. Based upon these agreements and private applications, about
300 students from 46 countries are currently studying at Soka
University. In return, Soka University sends about 120 students as an
exchange student annually to those foreign universities.

Soka University students also have opportunities to participate in
short-term language and cultural study courses at the University of the
Philippines in Manila, Nangyang Technological University in
Singapore, Shanghai University in China or the Rabindra Bharati
University (Kolkata) and Soka Ikeda College for Women (Chennai) in
India,or in the peace and human rights study program at Hong Kong
University in China and so on. The number of short-term language
study course is more than 20 and about 300 students totally participate
in those short-term courses annually. The students who participate in
and completed these intensive study courses are given credits for

equivalent courses offered by Soka University.
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Japan Studies Center

Soka University has established the Japan Studies Center in 2011 to
further enhance the quality of education and service for exchange
students and non-degree international students. Upon the
establishment of this center, students from all over the world now have
opportunities to attend various undergraduate courses.

Non-degree International Students can select and attend the
regular undergraduate courses of their interest offered at Soka
University on a semester basis in the program. The learning
opportunity is extended to study with numerous exchange students
from our international exchange partner institutions all around the
globe. Those who wish to pursue graduate study at our university can
also receive support for graduate career at this program.

Exchange students that come from our international academic
exchange partner institutions of more than 40 countries/regions
around the world. Exchange students studying at Soka University can
attend courses in Japanese language and Japanese culture, society,
economics, and politics offered by the Japan Studies Center. Students
who have a high proficiency in Japanese language can take courses
offered by the faculties of the undergraduate program. Moreover,
students proficient in English have the opportunity to take some of the
courses of the Japan Asia Studies (JAS) Program conducted in English
in the departments of Economics and some of the Japan Studies
Program (JSP) courses offered by the faculties of the undergraduate
program. Exchange students' course performance is evaluated on Soka
University's standard evaluation scale and reported to their university
in their home country. Their home university determines whether or
not they will recognize the credits a student has earned at Soka

University.
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Prospective undergraduate students from abroad are to attend the
Preparatory Japanese Language Program and receive two semesters of
training on Japanese language and preparation for Examination for
Japanese University Admission for International Students (EJU).
Students in this program can apply for the international student
admission to our university and enroll as fulltime undergraduate
students. Since Soka University opened the preparatory Japanese
language and cultural studies course in 1976 for the international
students, more than 2,600 foreign students have studied the course.

Japan—Asia Studies (JAS)

Japan-Asia Studies (JAS) program was established in the
department of Economics in 2009.

JAS provides an excellent opportunity for international and
domestic students to study together. One of the most important aspects
of fruitful international experience is the level and content of diverse
students engaging in meaningful dialogues. JAS courses are all
interactive in nature, where project-based learning is one of its core
principles. Students engage in group work of research and
presentation to facilitate maximum interaction and exchange.Students
per class range from 5 to 15 students, where each student will get to
know each other well. Through interactive classes, discussions based
on critical thinking will be strongly encouraged by all faculty members.
JAS prepares the study tour for the participants including exchange
students, Japanese students, faculty, and staff in each semester. The
tour presented an excellent opportunity to see the juxtaposition of
modern and traditional Japan in its path of dynamic economic growth.

The academic year at Soka University begins in early April and
ends in late January. The first semester is from early April to late July;

the fall semester is from mid-September to late-January. JAS courses



The Idea of a Socially Responsible Global Citizen and its Ethical and Philosophical Basis 21
can be taken either during one of the semesters or both. Different set
of courses are offered each semester, with a few exceptions. A student
may choose any course of their interest in a given semester. The
courses can be grouped into 5 major subject areas: (1) Japanese
Economy, (2) Economic Theory and Statistics, (3) Japan in Asia, (4)
Japan in the World, and (5) Business in Japan and Asia. A Certificate of
Completion is presented to those students who have successfully
completed 16 or more credits within JAS courses. The student may

choose to complete these courses in one or more semesters.

V1.3 A comprehensive understanding of a socially responsible global citizen

In this section, a comprehensive framework to understand a
socially responsible global citizen and her role in building the global
community will be presented on the basis of the above normative
analyses and philosophical views. It is shown in table 2, consisting of
the four domains of (1) a comprehensiveview ofthe world and human
life, (2) universal values and principles those are followed and pursued
in the global age, (3) the qualities of a person who is living her life in the
global age, namely, a socially responsible global citizen, and (4) the global
society and community in the pursuit.

The first domain is related to the view of the world including
human life and society and the environment. We have two views: an
individualistic and divisive view in which the world is collectives of
dependent existences and phenomena, and their interactions, and the
other one is an interdependent and interconnected world view in
which nothing can be existed without others. We employ the second
one, otherwise the core values and principles of responsibility, equity
and social justice etc, which a socially responsible global citizen

should embrace, are seems to be drawn out.
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Desirable and qualified global community:
Creative coexistence
Sustainability
Responsible well-being

Socially Responsible Global
Citizen
Essential qualities : Wisdom
Courage, compassion
and
Being well-informed,
locally rooted, and

competent
Values and Principles:
Equity Comprehensiveview on the
Teepenliliy world and human society:
Autonomy
isiee the Interdependentand
Sustainability interconnected world and
Tolerance society
diversity

Table2 Comprehensive framework of understandingof a socially responsible global citizen
(composed by the author)

The second domain is on the core values and principles in the
global age majorly represented by responsibility, equity, justice,
autonomy, and tolerance.

The third one is on subjective quality of a socially responsible
global citizen, who has been required to be equipped with the wisdom,
the courage, and the compassion. In addition, she should be well-
informed, skillful and competent so as to build a creative coexistent
global community. The fourth is on the real global society which a
socially global citizen should tackle with to change to the better one,

and the achieved global society with equity, justice and prosperity.
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V Conclusion

We are living in competition but in interconnectedness
simultaneously in the global age. To pursue to win exclusively will lead
to widen the gap between winners and losers and exacerbate
imbalances and distortions in the global society, and ultimately result
in the turbulence and collapse of our own coexistence basis. The
higher learning institutions have to contribute to nurture global
citizens as a mission and responsibility of highest education seats, who
can lead and construct the global community with diversity, tolerance,
prosperity, and Justice. A socially responsible global citizen should be
pursued as a new vision of human beings required in the global

community in the making.

{Notes)

I "Soka" means "creation of value", which is a Japanese word coined by both
T. Makiguchi the first president of Soka Gakkai and J. Toda the second
president.

2 On Makiguchi's philosophy of education, please see the following URL and
writing: http://www.tmakiguchi.org/, and Dayle M. Bethel ed.(1989)
Education for Creative Living: Ideas and Proposals of Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, translated by Alfred Birnbaum, Ames: Iowa State University
Press.

3 Ikeda(1996) quotes the beautiful metaphor in the Buddhist canon for the
interdependence and interpenetration of all phenomena. "Suspended
above the palace of Indra, the Buddhist god who symbolized the natural
forces that protect and nurture life, is an enormous net. A brilliant jewel is
attached to each of the knots of the net. Each jewel contains and reflects
the things of all the other jewels in the net, which sparks in the
magnificence of its totality."

4 Tkeda (1996), by quoting the practice of Srimala, a woman in the Buddhist
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canon, summarizes practice concretely: Encouraging others by addressing
them with kindness and concern, through dialogue (Skt.priyabacana);
Giving alms, or providing people with the things they require (Skt. dana);
Taking action on behalf of others (Skt. artha-carya); Joining with others,
working together with them (Skt.samanartha).
http://www.soka.ac.jp/en/about/statement.html
http://www.soka.ac.jp/en/about/statement.html
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Introduction

Ever since Japan attained membership of the United Nations in
1956, the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) has had an
aspiration to dispatch its Self Defense Forces (SDF) to UN
peacekeeping operations (UNPKO). Yet, postwar anti-militarism
caused by the traumatic horror and devastation after the Second
World War and constitutional pacifism based on Article 9 of the
Japanese constitution which stipulates the renunciation of war and
non-possession of armed forces had prevented SDF participation in
UN peacekeeping operations.

The 1990 Persian Gulf Crisis became a decisive catalyst for Japan's
PKO policy and the Japanese government created the International
Peace Cooperation Law (PKO Law) in 1992 and later in the same year,

dispatched the SDF to UN peacekeeping operations in Cambodia.
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Since then, Japan's UN peacekeeping participation has been gradually
recognized. Other international stimuli to Japan's UN peacekeeping
participation and further contribution to Afghanistan and Iraq had
been official UN documents such as An Agenda for Peace proposed by
former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali in 1992, and the
Brahimi Report announced in 2000.

It has been 20 years since the enactment of the 1992 PKO Law
which legitimatized Japan's participation in UNPKO, and theoretical
and empirical re-examination is meaningful in considering the current
and future Japan's foreign and security policies. Consequently, the
purpose of this paper is to contextualize the development of Japan's
PKO policy and clarify the several factors and motivations of Japan's
contribution to UNPKO from the orthodox theories of international
relations. It also attempts to scrutinize applicability of the peace
research theory (negative-positive peace) to the study of Japan's PKO
policy. To this end, the paper begins with an overview on Japan's
security policy and constitutional pacifism that constrained Japan's

participation in UNPKO throughout the Cold War period.

Japan’s Constitutional Pacifism and Anti—Militarism

The importance of Article 9 of the Japanese constitution has been
internationally recognized as a peace clause. On 11 May 1999, the
Hague Appeal for Peace Civil Society Conference was held and ten
fundamental principles for a just world order were proposed. As the
first principle among them, Article 9 was raised stating, "All the
parliaments shall introduce an article that prohibits their governments
from going to war, like Article 9 of the Japanese constitution (HAP,

2005)." Johan Galung, one of the pioneers of modern peace research,
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argued that he regarded the peace constitution (Japanese constitution)
as an asset rather than a liability for Japan (Galtung and Ikeda, 1995: 32).
Overestimation of the Japanese constitution, especially Article 9 has
been often criticized as utopianism. Still, the Japanese constitution
with its uniqueness of three basic principles of popular sovereignty,
pacifism, and human rights (Hamano, 1999: 19-20), can be seen as an
asset not only for Japan but also for all the countries in the world.

One of the most influential norms of Japan's foreign, security, and
defense policies after the Pacific War has been constitutional pacifism
as anti-militarism (Dobson, 2003: 34). While Western anti-militarism is
rooted in the tradition of Christianity, Japan's antimilitarism is based
on the devastation by the firebombing on Tokyo and the two atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during the Second World War
(Dobson, 2003: 35-36). As Galtung observed, Article 9 of the Japanese
constitution has various interpretations. It can be regarded as an
absolute pacifism. In other words, it is possible to interpret that it
describes a rejection not only of war but also of the instruments of war
including the SDF (Galtung and lkeda, 1995: 32). The Preamble of
Japan's 1947 constitution suggests that Japan desires not only domestic
peace but also that of other countries all over the world with policies of
renunciation of war and non-armament policy. The Preamble of the

Japanese constitution states as follows:

The Preamble of the Japanese Constitution

We, the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives in the
National Diet, determine that we shall secure for ourselves and our posterity the
fruits of peaceful cooperation with all nations and the blessings of liberty

throughout this land, and resolved that never again shall we be visited by the
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horrors of war through the action of government, do proclaim that sovereign power
resides with the people and do firmly establish this constitution. Government is a
sacred trust of the people, the authority for which is derived from the people, the
powers of which are exercised by the representatives of the people, and the benefits
of which are enjoyed by the people. This is a universal principle of mankind upon
which this constitution is founded. We reject and revoke all constitutions, laws,
ordinances, and rescripts in conflict herewith.

We, the Japanese people, desire peace for all time and are deeply conscious of
the high ideals controlling human relationships, and we have determined to
preserve our security and existence, trusting in the justice and faith of the
peace-loving peoples of the world.

We desire to occupy an honored place in an international society striving for
the preservation of peace, and the banishment of tyranny and slavery, oppression,
and intolerance for all time from the earth. We recognize that all peoples of the
world have the right to live in peace, free from fear and want.

We believe that no nation is responsible to itself alone but that laws of
political morality are universal, and that obedience to such laws is incumbent
upon all nations who would sustain their own sovereignty and justify their
sovereign relationship with other nations.

We, the Japanese people, pledge our national honor to accomplish these high
ideals and purposes with all our resources.

(National Diet Library)

Paragraph 2 of the Preamble of the Japanese constitution
describes that the Japanese people desire peace and justice.
Paragraph 3 clarifies that not only the Japanese people but also all
other people in the world commonly deserve peace, free from fear and
want. Hoshino termed the right in Paragraph 3 as the right to peaceful

coexistence (Hoshino, 2004: 4). On the other hand, Paragraph 2 can be
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regarded as international pacifism identical to the Preamble of the
Charter of the United Nations (United Nations, UN Charter). The
Preamble of the Japanese constitution can be regarded as a

proclamation of international pacifism and peaceful coexistence right.

Article 9 of the Japanese Constitution

Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and ovder, the
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the
threat or use of force as a means of settling international disputes.

In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air
forces, as well as other war potential, will never be maintained.

The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.
(National Diet Library)

Paragraph 1 of Article 9 clearly stipulates renunciation of war just
like Article 2 of Paragraph 4 in the UN Charter prohibits the use of
force (United Nations, UN Charter). Meanwhile, absolute pacifism
based on Paragraph 2 of Article 9 has been practically invalidated. It
describes that Japan can not possess any war potential in order to
achieve the goal of Paragraph 1. In short, Article 9 prescribes the
renunciation of war and non-armament policy.

As Hoshino, Furukawa, Morita and Watanabe contended, it can be
emphasized that Article 9 as a peace clause and the Japanese
constitution as a peace constitution did not emerge all of a sudden
without context. They represent accumulated efforts for the
illegalization of war in human history (Hoshino, 2004: Preface). Indeed,
the Preamble and Article 9 of the Japanese constitution have some

similarities with the Charter of the United Nations especially in terms
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of the illegalization of war and international pacifism.

In order to clarify the significance of Article 9 and the Preamble of
the Japanese constitution, I would like to conceptualize them from the
perspective of theory of peace research proposed by Johan Galtung.
Galtung divided the definition of peace into "negative peace" and
"positive peace". Negative peace simply means the absence of direct
violence such as war and conflict. On the other hand, positive peace is
defined as the absence of so-called structural violence (indirect
violence) such as poverty, economical inequity, economical
exploitation, social repression, social discrimination, etc (Barash and
Webel, 2002: 6).

Galtung also defined peace as the nonviolent and creative conflict
transformation, as well as the absence/reduction of all kinds of
violence (Galtung, 1996: 9). As for the definition of positive peace as
absence of structural violence suggested by Galtung, Toshihiko
Nishiyama criticized that the absence of structural violence is not
sufficient for real positive peace. Nishiyama on the contrary argued
that positive peace needs to be a state of satisfaction of human
potentiality rather than a state of zero-violence (Nishiyama, 2003: 108).
In response to criticism from Nishiyama, Galtung agreed with his
argument that positive peace requires the presence of conditions for
peace (Galtung, 2003: 118).

In this sense, the renunciation of war and non-armament policy
described in Article 9 can be categorized as negative peace. On the
other hand, international pacifism and peaceful coexistence right
described in the Preamble of the Japanese constitution can be
classified as positive peace. Especially, the concept of peaceful
coexistence right is a condition for positive peace. In short, it can be

argued that the Japanese constitution desires not only negative peace
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but also positive peace as promise and purpose of Japan's foreign

policies.

Japan's Remilitarization: “From Swords to Plowshares and Back”

After the Second World War, the Japanese government based on
Article 9 of the Japanese constitution declared that Japan shall not
possess any military power so that war can not be waged. Since 1945,
the government had followed its own non-armament and non-war
policy. However, in the context of the Cold War, Japan was pressured
to be rearmed in order to form a global alliance against communism.
Japan's disarmament and rearmament were described as "from swords
to plowshares and back" (Berger, 1998: 33).

In particular, the Korean War (1950-1953) was a turning-point for
Japan's policy for remilitarization. In the same year as the outbreak of
the Korean War, the Japanese government established the National
Police Reserve (Keisatsu Yobitai) under the pressure from the United
States to fill the power vacuum resulting from the withdrawal of the US
troops. In 1952, the government reorganized the National Police
Reserve as the National Security Force (Hoantai). After these
rearmament steps, the SDF (Jieitai) was eventually established in 1954
with the purpose of defending Japan from external attack (Maswood,
1990: 28).

The SDF is composed of three services: Ground, Maritime, and Air
Self Defense Forces (respectively the GSDF, MSDF, and ASDF). The
equipment of the SDF is made up of the most modern weapons
systems. For instance, the GSDF has deployed the Patriot missile
defense system, the MSDF possesses Aegis-class destroyers, and the

ASDF possesses some 175 F-15s. On top of the US nuclear protection,
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the SDF has been trained in joint military exercises with US army.
Although the use of weapons of the SDF is basically limited to
protection of the Japanese territory, its military potential should be
regarded as one of the strongest in East Asia (Heinrich, Shibata and
Soeya, 1999: 87).

Japan's defense policy is known for its commitment to keep
defense expenditure under 1% of GNP (Katzenstein, 1996: 124). The SDF
had existed not for collective defense, but only for self-defense until
1992. The Japanese government has explained that Article 9 did not
deny a self-defense right of Japan. There is no description regarding
self-defense in Article 9, however. Hence, the identity and existence of

the SDF are seemingly contradictory in terms of Article 9.

Interpretation of Article 9 and Japan’s Security Policy

The peace constitution was created after the scourge of the two
world wars and the peace clause was invented in the context of
historical efforts to make war illegal. The illegalization of war can be
seen in the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928 and the United Nations Charter
of 1945. By using peace doctrine and disarmament, the United States
tried to show the world that Japan would never be rearmed and
threaten other countries especially Asian states. The so-called
"MacArthur note" of 1946 was a draft for the new Japanese constitution
and after some revisions, it became the current constitution. The
Japanese government and the conservatives agreed to the peaceful
constitution to preserve the emperor system and the Japanese public
also welcomed the new principle (Okubo, 1997: 102, 103).

At the stage of the MacArthur note, Japan was supposed to

renounce even the right of self-defense (National Diet Library) because
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Japan and other countries had waged wars under the name of
self-defense. Through the process of deliberation especially the Ashida
revision however, the peace clause was created not to illegalize
self-defensive war but to prohibit act of aggression and the
rearmament of Japan. Therefore, land, sea, and air forces for
self-defense are not unconstitutional according to the interpretation of
the Cabinet Legislation Bureau. The Japanese government justified the
existence of the SDF by explaining that the minimum level of
self-defense power was necessary to deter aggression or illegal attack
from abroad. The government interpreted that the SDF was not same
as "war potential" as described in the second paragraph of Article 9
because it was not for aggression but only for self-defense (Okubo,
1997: 103, 104).

Although the Japanese government succeeded in establishing the
SDF, it had been technically difficult for the SDF to participate in UN
peace operations. Article 98 of the Japanese constitution can be
regarded as a legal loophole for Japan's security policy. While
Paragraph 1 of Article 98 provides that the Japanese constitution shall
be "the supreme law of the nation," Paragraph 2 of the article requires
the Japanese government to observe all international laws regardless
of their source (Heinrich, Shibata and Soeya, 1999: 46-47). As a result,
the Japanese government can regard Article 9 of the Japanese
constitution as the most important legal base and at the same time the
UN Charter, especially Article 42 and 51 (collective security and
self-defense) also can be the first priority of the legal base.
Furthermore, Article 2, Paragraph 5 of the UN Charter states that UN
member states shall give the United Nations any assistance in any
action in accordance with the present Charter (Ibid, 1999: 49).

Nevertheless, a new legal framework was necessary to dispatch the
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SDF to UNPKO in order to persuade the Japanese pacifists who did not
wish Japan to be involved in international conflicts.

Japan's anti-militarist and the Kyoto school's interpretation of the
1947 constitution has been always the same and they insist that the
constitution, especially Article 9 should not be changed by particular
politicians in power at that time. The historical, psychological, and
constitutional anti-militarism was of course incompatible with Japan's
contribution to UN peacekeeping operations (Dobson, 2003: 35-37). By
and large, although these constitutional pacifism and postwar
anti-militarism contributed to Japan's unique national identity and
economic prosperity, the anti-militarist pacifism was a hindrance for

Japan's contribution to UN peacekeeping operations.

The 1991 Gulf War and the Evolution of Japan's PKO Policy

Historically, Japan had adopted a seclusion policy (sakoku) from
1639 to 1868. Even after Japan began to normalize its diplomacy, this
sakoku mentality remained (Ito, 1998: 13). Since 1956, the year when
Japan obtained a membership of the United Nations, Japan had
carefully chosen not to get involved in a peacekeeping operation of the
United Nations (Owada, 1995: 106). In fact, when the United Nations
requested the Japanese government to dispatch the SDF to Lebanon in
1958, the government flatly turned it down. The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs drafted the UN Resolutions Cooperation Bill in 1965, when the
UN Security Council passed a resolution to impose economic
sanctions against Rhodesia. However, the bill was not handed to the
Diet on account of the strong domestic opposition (Katzenstein and
Okawara, 1993: 160). This reluctance towards military contribution had

been on account of postwar anti-militarism and constitutional pacifism
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based on Article 9 prevailing among the Japanese people.

The two oil crises of 1973 and 1980 triggered by the fourth
Arab-Israeli War and the Iran-Iraq War negatively influenced the
Japanese economy but did not bring about Japan's psychological shift
towards peacekeeping participation. The Gulf Crisis of 1990 was,
however, different and like a "bolt out of the blue" for the Japanese
government (Inoguchi, 1993: 98). This Gulf shock became the direct
cause for the Japanese government to reconsider its traditional
non-military diplomacy.

After the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, US President
George Bush Sr. pressured Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu
(1989-1994) to participate in minesweeping and other logistical support
in the war. Yet, Prime Minister Kaifu showed reluctance to accede to
this request given Japan's constitutional restrictions (Ishizuka, 2005: 68).
Prime Minister Kaifu stated there would be no need to send the SDF
overseas and the government first decided to donate $1 billion to the
multinational forces. An additional $3 billion of financial assistance
was donated on 14 September. Contrary to the reluctance of the prime
minister, Ichiro Ozawa, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) Secretary
General, made efforts to draft a United Nations Peace Cooperation Bill
in a way that the SDF could be dispatched overseas (Okubo, 1997: 98).

Nevertheless, the 1990 UN Peace Cooperation Bill eventually
ended up failing to pass the Diet. It was no surprise that the bill was
rejected, because the Japanese public was extremely cautious about
LDP's plan to dispatch the SDF overseas. After the 1990 UN Peace
Cooperation Bill was rejected, the LDP, the Komeito and the
Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) agreed to a "three-party accord" to
introduce a new legal framework for PKO participation. Ichiro Ozawa

of the LDP, Yuichi Ichikawa of the Komeito and Takashi Yonezawa of
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the DSP signed the accord which stated that UNPKO could be a central
part of Japan's diplomacy (Dobson 2003: 69-70).

In addition to the $4 billion donation for the UN coalition forces,
the Kaifu administration contributed $9 billion to balance the burden
with other contributing countries. This decision the government made
was criticized on the grounds that it violated the financial principles of
the constitution that specifically forbid the Japanese government's
contribution of war funds (Okubo, 1997: 98). Although Japan donated as
much as $13 billion for the multinational forces in total, its financial
policy was criticized as "non-bloodshed" policy. Former US Secretary
of State James Baker explicitly criticized Japanese diplomacy as too
narrow in his speech to the Japan Institute for International Affairs in
Tokyo in November 1991 (Ishizuka, 2005: 68). In response to the
international criticism, the Japanese government and some Japanese
public became aware that Japan should more proactively get involved
in the maintenance of international peace and security (Ibid).

In this context, the International Peace Cooperation Bill (the PKO
Bill) was presented to the Diet in September 1991 including the
so-called "Five Principles" for the participation for a Japanese
contingent in peacekeeping operations. The "Five Principles" were
demanded by the DSP and the Komeito as conditions for PKO
participation so that Japan would not contravene Article 9 (Dobson
2003: 72). The reason why the Japanese government incorporated the
Five Principles was in order to acquire the approval of the two
opposition parties (Inoguchi, 1993: 100). The Komeito stated that the
Five Principles were necessary as a guarantee of civilian control. The
Ozawa Committee cited its Preamble of the constitution and stressed
that the spirit of the Japan's constitution was for international

cooperation. The Committee also mentioned the fact that PKO
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received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1988 (Dobson, 2003: 73). With regard
to the use of force or self-defense, the PKO Bill limited it only for
legitimate self-defense to protect the Japanese personnel's lives
"present with them on the spot" (Heinrich, Shibata and Soeya, 1999: 63).

Participation in the Peacekeeping Forces (PKF) such as the
patrolling of buffer zones and the disposal of abandoned weapons was
frozen because the LDP made a compromise with the Komeito and the
DSP so as to pass the PKO Bill smoothly. Originally, the opposition
parties such as the DSP and the Komeito demanded the establishment
of a separate organization from the SDF for Japan's peacekeeping
participation (Ishizuka, 2005: 69). Nonetheless, the idea of a separate
organization for PKO participation was dismissed on the grounds that
the SDF was much more effective and there were administrative and
funding problems. Instead, the government decided to adopt the Five
Principles prepared by the Komeito. In this context, the PKO Bill was
voted into law on 19 June 1992 after a stormy debate and resistance by
the opposition parties (Ibid).

The PKO Law stipulates that the Japanese peacekeepers should
help with observing and supervising elections and ensuring fair
balloting, providing bureaucratic advice and guidance, such as police
administration, medical care, transportation, communications and
construction work, as well as humanitarian work including refugee
rescue. The PKO Law influenced by domestic anti-militarism banned
participation in the monitoring of ceasefires, stationing troops,
patrolling demilitarized zones, controlling the influx of weapons,
collecting, storing and disposing of abandoned weapons, assisting
disputants in settling borders, and assisting with the exchange of
prisoners of war. Thus the second bill seemed successful as a way to

persuade and compromise with domestic anti-militarist norms (Hook,
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2001: 323-324). These processes of Japan's security policy shift to
UNPKO participation indicate the strength and complexity of Japanese

people's anti-militarism and constitutional pacifism.

From the Perspective of Realism: Factors in Japan’s Policy Shift

The orthodox theories of international relations provide several
explanations for Japan's participation in UNPKO. First, a realist
perspective supports Japan's motivations for participating in UNPKO.
As mentioned above, Japanese realists felt humiliated that the Kuwait
government explicitly omitted Japan from its public declaration of
gratitude after the Gulf War despite the fact that Japan totally donated
no less than $13 billion as financial assistance. The Gulf War
experience aroused Japan's ambition for power and prestige in the
international community with a realistic recognition. Japanese realist
perspectives value the Japan-US alliance system. This view has always
tried to meet the Western demands so that Japan can commit to
economical development and reduce its security expenditure. While
the realist paradigm regarded PKO as the lower security method, the
realists also made use of PKO policy for Japan's progress in status in
the international system (Dobson, 2003: 9-10).

There was strong external pressure on the Japanese government
from the US Congress on 3 August, 1990. As a matter of fact, there was
a personal phone call from US President Bush to Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu on 4 August demanding Japan's cooperation for the
US-led multinational forces (Ueki, 1993: 357). The external pressure,
particularly from the United States made Prime Minister Kaifu support
the SDF participation including collective security operations

forbidden by Article 9, although he swiftly backed away the latter
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owing to strong anti-militarist opposition (Ueki, 1993: 360). More
concisely, Japan's series of peacekeeping operations could be
interpreted as nothing more than Japan's effort to pass a test of
"alliance loyalty" proposed by the United States (Searle and Kamae,
2004: 467).

A realist perspective explains the reason of the Japanese
psychological shift was due to its ambition for a political power in the
world with a permanent seat in the UN Security Council. From the
realistic perspective, the external factors, especially the US pressure
and Japan's ambition to be a permanent member of the UN Security
Council were major reasons for the policy shift. In July 1994, a
resolution passed by the US Senate stated that they would not support
Japan's bid for a permanent Security Council seat if it did not live up to
a full commitment to a peacekeeping operation. Likewise, Yasushi
Akashi, the Special Representative to UNTAC, stated that if Japan
wishes to obtain a permanent seat on the UN Security Council, it would
be necessary to take a new responsibility for ensuring international
peace and security (Ishizuka, 2005: 71). Indeed, permanent membership
on the UN Security Council has several political benefits, especially
the so-called veto power. Permanent members can veto UN actions or
resolutions which are harmful to their own political and strategic
interests so that they can remain the top key posts. Although their
influence on international politics is not necessarily absolute,
permanent membership is a symbol of political influence and power
(Ueki, 1993: 365).

In short, from the viewpoint of realism, external factors, external
pressure such as the international criticism after the Gulf Crisis and the
pressure from the United States can be raised as reasons for Japan's

drastic policy shift. As well as external pressure, internal factors,
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including Japan's ambition to attain permanent membership on the
UN Security Council in order to take leadership and increase political
influence can be the understandable reasons for participation in

UNPKO.

From the Perspectives of Idealism and Internationalism

Japan's policy shift towards UNPKO also can be expounded in
terms of the idealist viewpoints. While realism emphasizes national
interests, idealism and internationalism value international
cooperation among countries based on humanitarian reasons with
expectation to the UN system.

First of all, the idealist and internationalist viewpoints consider the
peace operations of the United Nations essential. Although collective
security system described in the UN Charter did not work properly
because of the ideological confrontation in the Cold War, the
peacekeeping operations have steadily made contributions to
international peace and security (Saito, 1993: 99-100). In the post-Cold
War world, regional conflicts have become more frequent and
international peace operations and preventive diplomacy became
significant in the conflict-resolution mechanism (Morimoto, 2004: 79-80).
As former UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali suggested in
his proposal, An Agenda for Peace, peacekeeping operations as well as
peace-building and preventive diplomacy are considered to be
increasingly important in the UN-led international conflict resolution
(Boutros-Ghali, 1992).

After the establishment of the PKO Law, UN Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali visited Tokyo and encouraged further

participation in UN operations within the framework of the Japanese



"Positive Pacifism" and the Development of Japan's PKO Policy 43
constitution (Ishizuka, 2005: 70). With this expectation on the UN
system, the Japanese people have more proactively participated in
international cooperation of the United Nations. For instance, Sadako
Ogata of the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), Yasushi
Akashi as secretary-general and special representative in Cambodia
and the former Yugoslavia, Hisashi Owada, Japan's permanent
representative to the United Nations, have contributed to the UN
system (Hook, 2001: 316).

Idealist and internationalist views took into account the policies
and opinions of other countries which are supportive to United
Nations peacekeeping operations. The first reference on Japan's SDF
dispatch to the Persian Gulf was raised by Australian Prime Minister
Bob Hawke (Dobson, 2003: 85). Likewise, Swedish Prime Minister
Ingvar Carlsson emphasized that Japan could keep its pacifist identity
like Sweden, even if Japan dispatched its SDF for peacekeeping
operations. UN Under-Secretary-General Ronald Spiers urged
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Nakayama to join the UN-led
peacekeeping operations. Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
also offered Japan to share the Canada's expertise in the field of
peacekeeping operations (Ibid: 87). These external opinions have been
accepted by the Japanese idealists and internationalists not because of
national interest but because of international interest. Indeed, Gareth
Evans, head of the Australian Foreign and Trade Ministry, and the
nations of ASEAN actually welcomed Japan's participation in UN
peacekeeping operations (Ibid: 91). Similarly, the security policy of
Germany might have encouraged Japanese internationalist viewpoint.
Germany had changed its constitution more than 50 times in order to
adapt to the changing international community and contribute to

international and regional conflicts (Ishizuka, 2005: 70).
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Japan's UN diplomacy, UN centrism or UN centered diplomacy
can be one of the idealist and internationalist perspectives for UN
peacekeeping operations. Although Japan's diplomacy has heavily
depended upon the Japan-US bilateralism because of its security
treaty, the Japanese idealists and internationalists regard participation
in UNPKO as identical to Japan's UN centered diplomacy. This is
because the objectives and principles of the United Nations are similar
to those of the Preamble of the Japanese constitution (Ueki, 1993: 347,
349).

Although the so-called PKO debate in Japan was originally caused
by the external stimulation due to the 1991 Gulf War, Japan's
contribution to UNPKO is based on the spirit of international
cooperation and international pacifism described in the Preamble of
the Japanese constitution. The shift from domestic pacifism to
international pacifism in the early 1990s was significant in Japan's PKO
policy in that it became a foundation for other SDF dispatch for
international peace operations. Japan dispatched its peacekeepers to
Cambodia (UNTAC) in September 1992, Angola (UNAVEM II') in
September 1992, Mozambique (ONUMOZ) in May 1993, Zaire and
Tanzania as part of the Rwanda mission (UNAMIR) in 1994, El Salvador
(ONUSAL) in March 1994, and East Timor (UNAMET, UNTAET,
UNMISET) in 1996 and 2002. Furthermore, Japan sent refugee relief
units and airlifting units to Afghanistan and Iraq in 2001 and 2003 as
international humanitarian relief operations (MOFA, 2005). In sum,
Japan's contribution to these international peacekeeping activities was
based on not only realist but also idealist and internationalist

motivations.
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The Implication of “Positive Pacifism” for Japan's PKO Policy

As examined above, international relations theories elucidate
Japan's motivations for UNPKO. Yet, the peace research theory,
especially the definition of peace advocated by Johan Galtung can be
applicable to the analysis of Japan's PKO policy. Considering terms,
"passive and active pacifism", proposed by the Ozawa Committee
(Tamamoto, 1997: 7) as well as the definition of "positive and negative
peace" by Galtung, I would like to re-conceptualize normative
framework of Japan's PKO policy by employing the terms "negative
and positive pacifism." The concepts of negative and positive pacifism
will clarify the shift in Japan's pacifism which took place in the early
1990s.

Japan's "negative pacifism" is based on Article 9 (renunciation of
war and non-armament policy) which illegalizes threatening and use of
force as well as possessing any kind of war potentiality. Japan's
"negative pacifism" is related to its historical sakoku mentality and
utopian pacifism which even denies the right to self-defense.
Furthermore, this negative pacifism has been criticized as a selfish
"one nation pacifism" (ikkoku heiwa syugi).

On the contrary, "positive pacifism" is based on the Preamble of
the Japanese constitution (the right to peaceful coexistence and
international pacifism) which considers peacekeeping policy to be an
indispensable obligation as a member of the United Nations. Simply
put, "negative pacifism" has a goal to attain "negative peace" (absence
of direct violence or absence of weapons). On the other hand, "positive
pacifism" aims to actualize "positive peace" (absence of structural
violence and presence of the right to peaceful coexistence).

As Funabashi argued, Japan has to establish a new self-image to
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get over the image of "economic giant and military dwarf" in the world
where the nature of power has been changing. Nonetheless, it does not
necessarily mean Japan should be changed radically (Funabashi, 1994:
11). "Positive pacifism" can be Japan's new foreign and security policy
which will enhance Japan's attractiveness which will contribute to
peaceful but influential diplomacy without coercion or payment.
Accordingly, the "positive pacifism" policy will enable Japan to
strengthen its "soft power", which was proposed by Joseph Nye Jr.
(Nye, 2004: Preface, x). Soft power diplomacy of the Japanese
government will have to compensate for other Asian countries where
Japan invaded in the past (Ibid: 86). "Positive pacifism" diplomacy
which values the right to peaceful coexistence for all the people in the
world will be increasingly significant in relationships with other

Asia-Pacific countries.

“Positive Pacifism” for Asia—Pacific and International Peace and

Security

Although there has existed "anti-militarism" among the Asia-Pacific
countries including Japan, some ASEAN members especially
Cambodia, Malaysia and Singapore showed strong support for Japan's
contribution to international peacekeeping. In the post-UNTAC period,
Japan's peacekeeping in the region of ASEAN states has become
significant. Cambodian Premier Hun Sen said that even if Japan
dispatches its SDF to UNTAC, no country would associate it with
Japan's Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere concept which
prevailed before and during the Pacific War. Malaysian Prime Minister
Mohamad Mahathir and Singaporean Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong

appreciated the significance of Japan's contribution to UN
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peacekeeping operations in May 1993. Meanwhile, China and South
Korea initially showed suspicion about Japan's peacekeeping role in
UNTAC. A Chinese official expressed the view that they were worried
about not present but future conduct. In the meanwhile however,
suspicion of South Korea weakened after Japan participated in UNTAC
(Ishizuka, 2005: 82-83). Military transparency of the SDF contributes to
the confidence building measure (CBM) and amicable relationship
with Asia-Pacific states.

As well as positive pacifism policy, the preventive diplomacy,
especially CBM in the Asia-Pacific region would be conducive to
overcoming security dilemma and to facilitating reconciliation
between Japan and other Asia-Pacific countries. Masatsugu Naya
categorized fact-finding, analysis, CBM, and early warning as early
prevention and peacemaking, preventive deployment, or arbitration as
late prevention (Naya, 2003: 90). According to Naya, the United States
can be a balancer in this area and it is significant to redefine the
US-Japan bilateral security treaty for security of the Asia-Pacific area
(Ibid: 100). Preventive diplomacy in the Asia-Pacific would reduce the
risk of conflict escalation in North Korea and Spratly Islands. In the
Asia-Pacific area, the preventive diplomacy is not main or urgent issue
at this point. These issues need to be dealt with in relation to CBM as
the early preventive diplomacy among the Asia-Pacific states (Ibid:
107). Defense and Foreign Affairs officials of Japan and South Korea
discussed the possibility of cooperation in peacekeeping operations,
with joint training exercises and the mutual use of transport planes.
CBM can be attainable through peacekeeping training. It has been
suggested that a training center specifically for peacekeeping
operations in the Asia-Pacific region should be established such as

those in operation in the Nordic states, Canada and Ireland (Ishizuka,
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2005: 83). The "Asia-Pacific PKO Training Center" would provide the
Asia-Pacific states with CBM and will be helpful for Japan to resolve its
historical problems with other Asian countries such as China or North
and South Korea. The idea of the PKO Training Center in the
Asia-Pacific can be facilitated by Japan's foreign and security policy
based on positive pacifism.

Through utilizing its positive pacifist identity, Japan can take the
initiative for harmonizing and integrating the regional architecture of
the Asia-Pacific. Richard Coudenhove Kalergi, the so-called father of
the European Community (EC), once mentioned that the "Atlantic
civilization" of Europe and America was moving to a "Pacific
civilization" and Japan could become part of the mainstream of the
civilization. Likewise, Arnold J. Toynbee predicted the emergence of a
Pacific civilization (Galtung and Ikeda, 1995: 35).

It is difficult to forecast that an Asia-Pacific civilization will be
formed in the future, but at least, Japan needs to make efforts to
harmonize the Asia-Pacific countries economically and politically. In
order to enhance peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region, an idea
of establishing an "Asia-Pacific UN office" was raised (Ikeda, 2005).
Japan will be able to financially and academically support the
establishment of the Asia-Pacific UN office hand in hand with key UN
supporters such as Australia and Canada.

In sum, the implication of "positive pacifism" is not only domestic
but also regional, international, and civilizational. Japan has
contributed to international peacekeeping operations based on
"positive pacifism" of the Preamble (the right to peaceful coexistence
and international pacifism). Japan needs to advocate positive pacifism
and take leadership in the field of Asia-Pacific and international peace

and security.
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Conclusion

This paper has examined the development of Japan's PKO policy
in relation to the shift in Japan's pacifism. It has substantiated the
applicability of the concept of "positive pacifism" and theories of
international relations to the study of Japan's PKO policy. The paper
began with the review of Japan's constitutional pacifism and
anti-militarism and clarified the dilemmatic relationship between
Article 9 and the SDF.

In contrast to Japan's security policy during the Cold War, the
paper highlighted the development of Japan's PKO policy in response
to the 1990 Gulf Crisis and the following 1991 Gulf War. Japan's
financial contribution of US$ 13 billion for the multinational forces was
not appreciated by the Kuwaiti government in an explicit manner and
Japan's response was criticized as a "non-bloodshed" policy. The Gulf
War trauma made the Japanese policymakers reconsider the
conventional security policy especially overseas dispatch of the SDF.
The Japanese government's first attempt to pass the 1990 UN Peace
Cooperation Bill resulted in failure, but the second bill was successful
and enacted as the 1992 PKO Law. The shift in the security policy was
meaningful considering the strong influence of deeply embedded
anti-militarism. The factors for the shift were scrutinized in terms of
realist, idealist and internationalist perspectives, and the paper
analyzed that all these factors were influential.

In an attempt to explain the shift in Japanese pacifism during the
PKO debate of the early 1990s, this paper employed the concept of
"positive pacifism" based on the Preamble of the Japanese constitution.
Japan's UN peacekeeping policy showed its possibility to stabilize

Japan's security identity as a positive pacifist country. The positive
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pacifist diplomacy will be effective in dealing with the historical
problems among other Asian countries. In conclusion, Japan can
advocate positive pacifism not only for UNPKO but also for attainment

of "positive peace" in the Asia-Pacific and the world.
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