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A Message to the 1st International Symposium
on Global Citizenship Education

Daisaku Ikeda

The following words from John Dewey reach out to the very marrow of my being:

There exists a mixture of good and evil, and that reconstruction in the direction of
the good which is indicated by ideal ends, must take place, if at all, through continued

cooperative efforts.

They serve as a creed that renowned Dewey scholar Professor Jim Garrison, whom I

hold in the highest esteem, has carried forward and so generously shared with me.

The 1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education is what will enable
our “continued cooperative efforts” to bear light. As founder of this institution, then, please
accept my heartfelt appreciation to and admiration for the many distinguished individuals who

have gathered here to take part in this Symposium.

The 2022 UN Transforming Education Summit, which concluded in September,
features the Vision Statement of the Secretary-General. It cites the importance of education in
achieving the SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals) and makes clear the need for educational
reform and innovation to better prepare a world that has been upended by rapid change and

disruption.

This Symposium is a timely development to that summit, with its theme being
“Restoring Learning to Daily Living: Global Citizenship and John Dewey.” Both Dewey and
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi—who founded value creating Soka education and felt profound
resonance with the educational philosophy of his American contemporary—placed great faith

in the limitless capacity of learning that draws sustenance from the great earth of daily life.

Daisaku Ikeda (Founder of Soka University)



A Message to the 1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education

Given the precarious state of international affairs today, numerous difficulties threaten the
domain of daily life itself. It is through the deliberate responses to such challenges that I hope

to open and expand new vistas through which education for global citizenship will progress.

The first of the responses I propose is to develop a learner’s creative life through the

courage to learn.

When Dewey visited Japan in 1919, he noted what is crucial to a person’s intellectual

development:

It is in constant process of forming, and its retention requires constant alertness in

observing consequences, an open-minded will to learn and courage in re-adjustment.

In his poem “Truth’s Torch,” Dewey wrote:

No course is lit

By light that former burned

It captures vividly the pall descended upon our world today—and yet, Dewey goes on,

calling out to us to draw forth the courage to blaze new pathways:

From darkness bit by bit

The present road is learned.
Till dart th’arrows

Of thine own lifted flame
Through clinging fogs that close

And hide the journey’s aim.

Even while imprisoned by Japan's wartime militarist regime, Makiguchi—one of
my foremost mentors in life—continued with his conscientious reading of philosophical texts.
Despite subject to brutal interrogations, he persisted in expounding his thoughts of building the
ideal future society, one transcending the era rife with state-centered chauvinistic iniquity in

which he lived.



Thus, it is by carrying forward the courage to continue learning, the moral courage—
the two being what I would describe as the ultimate expression of nonviolence—from
generation to generation, further honing its practice over time, that the torch of hope will be lit

with which the creative life of humanity will advance anew.

Another response would be to engage in tireless dialogue to forge a community united

through the joy of mutual learning.

Both Dewey and Makiguchi recognized that daily life serves as a forum for dialogue,
with dialogue then serving to foster a strong sense of mutually instructive fellowship among
learners. Through technological advances in such areas as the internet in particular, the forums

for dialogue have become even more free and forthcoming, ever more diverse.

The discourse taking place at these forums—be it within the local community or in
exchanges among countries or peoples—lends itself to a deeper reaffirmation of the spirit of
dialogue, while allowing partakers to share and learn from the diversity and differences of
one another. This, in turn, should provide us with the opportunity to weave even finer the

wondrous fabric of our creative union.

To believe that dialogue leads to learning is to believe in the universality and inherent
nature of human goodness as well as in the inestimable potential of every human being. Having
long embraced this belief myself, I have striven to expand such a joyous community and serve
in the building of a groundswell for peace, being true to this passage from a Buddhist scripture:

“Both oneself and others together will take joy in their possession of wisdom and compassion.”

The third response I would like to propose is to define what a philosophy of happiness

should be for global citizens who act with resilience.
I have drawn much inspiration from this conviction of Dewey’s:
One may find happiness in the midst of annoyances; be contented and cheerful in spite
of a succession of disagreeable experiences, if one has braveness and equanimity of

soul.

Having lived through times riddled with uncertainty and complications, Dewey would

_5_
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conclude, “My philosophy of life is based essentially on the single word patience.”

I once asked the British historian, Arnold Toynbee, what counsel he would offer for

young people in the future: His advice was identical to Dewey’'s—patience.

That is the philosophy of happiness I wish to entrust to young global citizens,
those who bear immense purpose in shaping the outcomes of this much-troubled century, a

philosophy built on patience, yet inspiring joy and courage.

In closing, allow me to express my firm resolve to strive together with the esteemed
individuals gathered here, in drawing forth the indomitable capacity of global citizens to create

value under any and all circumstances.

October 22, 2022

Daisaku Ikeda

Founder

Soka University
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Opening Ceremony Speech by President

Masashi Suzuki

Good morning to all distinguished guests present here today. Thank you very much

for joining us today at the 1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education.

Firstly, I would like to sincerely thank the four keynote speakers, including Dr. Jim
Garrison, for having accepted our offer to be here today, participants who have prepared
paper presentations for the parallel sessions, and everyone present here today to make this

symposium possible.

As Soka University approached its 50th anniversary in 2021, the “Soka University
Grand Design 2021-2030" was formulated as a new 10-year mid-to long-term plan toward 2030.
The theme of the Grand design is “a university that fosters ‘global citizens that can create

value,” as it sets forth the direction of the university’s development for the next 10 years.

When considering global citizenship and value creation, the lecture delivered by the
Founder Mr. Daisaku Ikeda, titled “Thoughts on Education for Global Citizenship” at Teachers

College, Columbia University in the City of New York in 1996 is of great significance.

The lecture is the culmination of Mr. Ikeda’s philosophy on global citizenship
education, and it is of great significance to the education and research of Soka University. It

also offers important approaches for the future direction of Soka University.

In the lecture, Mr. Ikeda states, “value creation is the capacity to find meaning,
to enhance one's own existence and contribute to the well-being of others, under any
circumstance.” He further defines “global citizens” as “people capable of value-creation on

a global scale,” and points out the three requirements of a global citizen: that is, wisdom,

Masashi Suzuki (President, Soka University)
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courage, and compassion that will be explained in detail in the keynote speeches later.

Since Mr. Ikeda’s lecture at the Teachers College, Soka University has been steadily
researching and practicing global citizenship education. In particular, the Ikeda Research
Institute for Soka Education (IRISE) has taken the lead in pursuing the significance of global
citizenship education and its importance from various perspectives. The research institute
is also responsible for organizing and holding this “Ist International Symposium on Global

Citizenship Education.”

In 2014, the book titled “Living as Learning, John Dewey in the 21st Century was
published. It is a dialogue between three experts, namely Dr. Jim Garrison and Dr. Larry
Hickman, who served as the presidents of the John Dewey Society of America in the past, and
Mr. Daisaku Ikeda. In the book, founder Ikeda discussed how Mr. Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the

father of Soka Education, was also greatly influenced by Dewey’s educational philosophy.

The book says, “Makiguchi paid keen attention to Dewey’s philosophy and emphasized
the excellence of his ideas. In his celebrated The School and Society, Dewey advocated “living
primarily, and learning through and in relation to this living.” President Makiguchi incorporated
this aspect of Dewey’s philosophy in what he called “the Life of Great Good,” the practice of
life-reformation that was the Soka Kyoiku Gakkai's goal.” (Living as Learning, John Dewey in

the 21st Century pp.61-62)

In this way, it is clear that Mr. Makiguchi's Soka Education was inspired by the

philosophy of Dewey, who placed “life” itself at the center of education.

Global citizenship is not an abstract concept. Rather, its true value lies in its tangible
manifestation in our actions and interactions with others in creating a peaceful and sustainable
world. It is in this way that we can build a world in which we can live with others while
maximizing our own potential. Therefore, global citizenship education must explore better

ways for learners to embody global citizenship in their daily lives.

With this in mind, we have chosen “Restoring Learning to Daily Living: Global
Citizenship and John Dewey’ as the theme of the symposium this year. With great pleasure,
we have invited Dr. Jim Garrison, a leading scholar of Dewey, and Dr. Chiharu Fujii, President

of the Dewey Society of Japan, to deliver keynote speeches today.



In addition, we are pleased to have Mr. Shigeru Aoyagi, Director of UNESCO
Bangkok, a United Nations agency that aims to develop and implement programs related
to education and culture based on the idea of global citizenship. We are also pleased to be
joined by Professor Masumi Odari, a graduate of our university who is setting examples as a
global citizen and is currently teaching at the University of Nairobi, Kenya. They will also be
delivering their keynote speeches later.

Once again, I would like to offer my sincere gratitude to the four keynote speakers

here today.

My specialty is mathematics and mathematics education. About every ten years, the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology of Japan establishes the Course
of Study, which is the curriculum guideline, as a standard for school education. The first Course
of Study was issued in 1947, shortly after World War II under the influence of American
education.

It was an education guideline incorporating Dewey’s philosophy of education and

emphasizing the connection of education with society and life.

However, this guideline soon came under severe criticism on the grounds that it did
not reflect the systematic nature of learning. Dewey’s philosophy was not accepted at a time

when the prevailing view of academic achievement was to consistently cram knowledge.

Since then, the view of academic achievement has changed significantly in anticipation
of a global society in the future in which Al and communication technology are highly evolving.
Systematic cramming of knowledge has become obsolete.

The theme of the latest Course of Study revised in 2017 is active learning, expressed
as ‘proactive, interactive, and deep learning,” and the required academic ability is “the skills
to apply what one has learned to life and society.” After 70 years, the world of education has
changed significantly in the direction of “Restoring Learning to Daily Living” once again.

In that sense, the theme of this symposium is aiming for the direction most strongly

desired in the current educational world.

Finally, it is my sincere hope that all distinguished guests and participants will engage
in meaningful discussions about global citizenship and global citizenship education at today’s
1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education.

Once again, thank you very much for your attendance today.
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Jim Garrison

I will identify and discuss some competencies that are among the most important aims
of global citizenship education. I will accentuate creativity, especially co-creativity. I will also
identify several virtues of global citizenship education before concluding that such education
should always begin in the local community. Most importantly, I will strive to expand our
thinking by drawing on John Dewey’s emphasis on the importance of embodiment.

I will begin by offering some Deweyan reflections on the four global competencies
recommend by the Asia Society, a non-partisan organization that aims to build international
awareness about Asian politics, business, arts, and culture through education. It has many
centers around the world? The current President is former Australian Prime Minister, Kevin
Rudd.

I chose the Asia Society because it is among a small group of organizations
recommended by the United Nations. Further, they emphasize creativity while also providing a
fine publication containing many useful recommendations for educating the four competencies
they recommend. The competencies are: ‘Investigate the World,” “Recognize Perspectives,”
“Communicate Ideas,” and “Take Action.”® “Take action” will be addressed in the context of

discussing the first three.

Globally Competent Students Investigate the World
Educating for Global Competence (2011) is a publication of the Asia Society. I highly

recommend it. According to them, “Global competence is the capacity and disposition to

Jim Garrison (Professor Emeritus of Philosophy of Education at Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg,
Virginia, USA and Past President of the Philosophy of Education Society and the John Dewey Society)

' T would like to thank Melissa Bradford of DePaul University for her help in improving my paper.

% The Asia Society has centers in several North American cities as well as Hong Kong, Manila, Mumbai,
Seoul, Shanghai, Melbourne, and Zurich.
®  “What is Global Competence.” Downloaded from the Asia Society, Center For Global Education on 20

February, 2022 at 5:53 p.m.: https://asiasociety.org/education/what-global-competence.
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understand and act on issues of global significance” (xiii). This is a good working definition.

Chapter III of Global Competence is titled “Globally Competent Students Investigate
the World.” The reader is told that “Globally competent students ask and explore questions of
critical global significance” (21). This is a good idea, but from the standpoint of Dewey’s theory
of inquiry questions are limited because they are entirely cognitive and confine the inquirer to
predefined problems.

Investigating the world does not begin with statable questions and problems. It begins
with situations arising from the disruption of coordinated action. Clearly stated problems are
half-solved. The first step in investigating the world in global contexts involves identifying
problems in mutually agreeable terms. Such identification involves intuitions, feelings, and
habits not just ideas and values.

Different nations and peoples within a global community will not only have different
ideas and values, but different embodied intuitions, feelings, and habits. Problem identification,
problem investigation, and possible problem solution involves respecting and coordinating all of
these. Of course, problem identification and solution also involve recognizing perspectives and
communicating. What I have to say regarding intuitions, feelings, habits, ideas, and values in
Investigating the world is also relevant to recognizing perspectives and communication.

Situations arise when our habits of taking action fail to coordinate some situation. One
has feelings of awkwardness, of disharmony with the world. One feels something is wrong
before they know it. The role of feelings in global education is very important, but rarely
recognized. There is an important embodied aspect to inquiry that includes not only feelings,
but also native impulses as well as intuitions. As Dewey (1930a/1984) remarks, “Reflection and
rational elaboration spring from and make explicit a prior intuition” (249). Inquiry begins with
intuitions and feelings about the noncognitive quality of a given situation.

In a given context one has feelings of connection as well as disconnection. The
philosopher William James (1890/1950), who greatly influenced Dewey, writes that we “ought
to say a feeling of and, a feeling of if, a feeling of dut, and a feeling of by, quite as readily as
we say a feeling of blue” (245-246). For James, ‘Feelings are the germ and starting point of
cognition;” they are the precognitive beginning of analysis (222). When investigating the world
in global contexts it is as important to attend to feelings of connection and disconnection as it
is to ideas.

Of course, people will also have different ideas about what constitutes a global
problem. Dewey (1934/1987) remarks, “We cannot grasp any idea .. until we have felt it and
sensed it, as much so as if it were an odor or a color” (125). If we are to investigate the world,

we must have a feeling for not only our ideas, but for the ideas of others.



For Dewey, embodied habits are an important function of inquiry. In his book, Logic:
The Theory of Inquiry, Dewey (1938/1986) affirms that “every inferential conclusion that is
drawn involves a habit .. in the organic sense of habit” (19). Habits provide skilled “know
how” in contrast to linguistic “knowing that.” Dewey states, “Habits are the basis of organic
learning” (38). Habits organize and structure vague feelings into well focused emotions.

Habits are hard to change. The habits that we cannot control us. (Have you ever tried
to change a bad habit?) Habits are embodied dispositions to act propelled by emotions. Global
educators must not overlook the importance of their students forming good habits of many
kinds including, but not limited to, good habits of investigation.

For Dewey, “Habit is the mainspring of human action, and habits are formed for
the most part under the influence of the customs of a group” (334). Culture has us before we
have it. He continues, “The influence of habit is decisive because all distinctively human action
has to be learned, and the very heart, blood and sinews of learning is creation of habitudes.
Habits bind us to orderly and established ways of action” (335). We acquire our social habits by
participating in the customary practices of our community. Global educators must recognize
regional, national, and local differences in how people 7-habit their world. One must also learn
how to unbind themselves from xenophobic and ethnocentric habits. One way to do this is to
acquire the habit of reflecting on our habits.

Global educators commonly recognize differences in values, but they often overlook
that values are embodied. Values are not just abstract ideals; they have emotional force. For
something to be valuable it must be deemed desirable. Therefore, different people in different
cultures not only have different values they also have different desires.

Investigating the world involves deliberation regarding right action. Deliberations
encompassing otherness and difference often involve incommensurable intuitions, feelings,
desires, habits, and emotions as well as ideas and values. For Dewey (1923/1983), “different
wants are in themselves qualitative and incommensurable” (265). Therefore, “Deliberation
is not then to be identified with calculation” (Dewey, 1932/1985, 275). When values are
incommensurable, the only hope may be to cooperatively co-create new ones that at least
ameliorate conflict.

Dewey (1922/1983) declares that “deliberation is a dramatic rehearsal (in imagination)
of various competing possible lines of action. It starts from the blocking of efficient overt action,
due to that conflict of prior habit and newly released impulse” (132). Creative possibility is
embodied as “each habit, each impulse, involved in the temporary suspense of overt action
takes its turn in being tried out. Deliberation is an experiment in finding out what the various

lines of possible action are really like” (132). A “choice” in Dewey’s terms, is ‘made as soon
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as some habit, or some combination of elements of habits and impulse, finds a way fully
open” (134). In global contexts, deliberation requires the art of co-creative activity seeking to
coordinate sometimes incommensurable impulses, intuitions, feelings, emotions, habits, ideas,
and values. For effective co-creative action to occur one must have feelings of connection with
their collaborators. To exercise the art of deliberation one must not only be aware of their own
habitual, impassioned embodiment, but also the embodiment of others.

Oftentimes, incommensurable situations can only be ameliorated when the participants
themselves undergoing transformation. Situations are what they are in part because of
those that participate in them. Therefore, Dewey concludes, “the thing actually at stake in
any serious deliberation is .. what kind of person one is to become, what sort of self is in
the making, what kind of world is making” (150). In global deliberation, the identities of the
investigators themselves may need to change. Such changes involve embodied habits of action.
Global citizens must be prepared to change their embodied identity in order to grow together
with others.

The adjustment facilitated by reconstructive inquiry requires coordinating the
needs, feelings, habits, desires, interests, ideas, ideals, and purposes of everyone participating
in a given situation. That is why Dewey (1920/1982) says, “The only guarantee of impartial,
disinterested inquiry is the social sensitiveness of the inquirer to the needs and problems
of those with whom he is associated” (165). To intelligently investigate the world the global
citizen must learn sensitivity to the needs and problems of others along with how they feel
about them.

It should now be clear that for Dewey, investigation is the work of embodied and
creative intelligence. Dewey rejects traditional notions of abstract disembodied “rationality.”
Etymologically, the word “intelligence” derives from the Latin intelligentia denoting
understanding, knowledge, discernment, art, skill, and taste. Such understanding is what Dewey
(1925/1981) means by the phrase “the method of intelligence” (326).

Dewey is a philosophical pragmatist, which is not to be confused with mere
practicalism. For Dewey (1917/1980), “A pragmatic intelligence is a creative intelligence” (45).
He has “faith in the constructive, the creative, competency of intelligence” (Dewey, 1916a/1980
338). Creative minds capable of working with others to define, investigate, and resolve global

problems is a crucial competency for global citizens.

Globally Competent Students Recognize Perspectives
Chapter IV of Educating for Global Competence (2011) is titled “Globally Competent

Students Recognize Perspectives.” It addresses the competency of being able to “articulate



and explain the perspectives of other people, groups, or schools of thought” (31). One should
also be able to clearly articulate and explain their own perspective. Further, “Deploying their
knowledge of history, culture, and current events, students with global competence are able to
compare their own perspectives with those of others” (31). They should also have the ability
to integrate different perspectives and “to synthesize a new one” (31). I endorse all these
competencies, but I want to engage recognizing perspectives at the most basic level.

To begin, social perspectives are embodied. They involve noncognitive native impulses,
feelings, and intuitions as well as cognitive habits, ideas, and values. Second, social perspective
sharing is a three-term not a two-term relation. Instead of two people exchanging perspectives,
the minimal condition of perspective taking is two people, (A) and (B), striving to coordinate
their activity around a third thing (T). The “thing” (T) may be physical objects, feelings, habits,
ideas, values, and much more.

Michael Tomasello (2019) has accumulated considerable empirical evidence for the

three-term approach to social perspectives:

[Clhildren’s skills of perspective-taking originate in social interactions structured by
joint attention. With joint attention we may say that we are attending to the same
thing, only differently; we are triangulating on it, each with our own viewing angle.
Without joint attention, there is no common object on which the two of us may have

different viewing angles, and no sense of perspective. (64)

What Tomasello calls “joint attention” is social perspective taking. “Triangulating”
is three-term transaction involving (A), (B), and (T). (See Figure 1) More complex perspective
taking expands on this three-term relation. Tomasello demonstrates that while other primates
can determine those things to which other members of their species are attending, they cannot
consider their own perspective on the thing and then triangulate to the perspective of another
primate on the same thing. We become most distinctively human by taking the perspectives of
others.

However, human perspectives are much more than just Tomasello’s “different viewing
angles” (op. cit). Human perspectives involve embodied needs, feelings, desires, selective
attention, habits, meanings, knowings, valuing, ideas, personal history, and much more. My
favorite example is negotiating a romantic kiss. It is an embodied three-term activity that is not

particularly cognitive and requires not only being aware of one's own body, but that of another.
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Figure 1 The Triangle of Social Perspective Taking

(M
(For example, a kiss, a hat, or an idea)

(A) B)
(For example a parent or teacher) (For example a child or student)

In any activity, one cannot say (A) and (B) are attending to the same thing (T) until
they come to agreement in action regarding that thing. Here is what is most important: As
with inquiry, the identity of (A), the identity of (B), and the identity of (T) may be altered in the
ongoing effort to coordinate joint activity. For example, it takes time to negotiate a kiss and the
meaning of even a single kiss may develop over time. For example, a kiss may lead to (A) to
marry (B). Some marriages may create a family, then grandchildren, and many other “things”
(T). Even the simplest instances of joint coordination may have karmic consequences.

Global citizens should understand the embodied primordial origin of the sharing of
perspectives and how not only perspectives, but the perspectival “thing” (T), may change over
time. It will help global citizens better coordinate their action regarding many different “things,”
including complex situations.

Understanding the primordial coordination of perspectives also helps us understand
the primordial acquisition of linguistic meanings and how meanings may change as perspectives
change. It is now recognized that language is first learned by participating in social practices in
which individuals must be able to coordinate their perspectives with that of others. In fact, it is

the ability of human beings to acquire abstract symbolic meaning; that is, language, that is the



focus of Tomasello's research.

Dewey's (1916b/1980) provides an example of primordial language learning in
Democracy and Education. To a very young child the sound of “h-a-t” is meaningless. However,
when the mother picks up a “hat” while uttering the sound “h-a-t” then places it on the child’s
head, or her own, or both, the sound “ ‘h-a-t' gains meaning .. by being used in a given way~
(19). That is, “in a joint activity, as a means to setting up an active connection between the
child and a grown-up” (19). The young child (B) must take the perspective of the mother (A)
regarding the hat (T). Only later when the child becomes more linguistically competent can
they point to things using only words. Relations between parent and child or teacher and
student provides many examples. The mother (A) and the child (B) are co-creating each other
as they co-create the meaning of the thing (T).

Now think about the difficulties of coordinating embodied perspectives to create
shared meaning within a global setting. While recognizing perspectives are important, it is not
enough. Global citizens must be able to co-create, and frequently re-create, shared perspectives.
This brings us to communication because, fundamentally, communication is about creatively

coordinating perspectives.

Globally Competent Students Communicate Ideas

Dewey (1925/1981) affirms, “Of all affairs, communication is the most wonderful”
(132). This is so because, “When communication occurs, all natural events are subject to
reconsideration and revision; they are re-adapted to meet the requirements of conversation”
(132). Global citizens must be prepared for the changes communication brings. Such changes
include intuitions, feelings, habits, and actions, not just ideas and values.

Chapter V of Educating for Global Competence (2011) is titled, “Globally Competent
Students Communicate Ideas.” True, but what we communicate includes far more than ideas.
Recall that for Dewey, “We cannot grasp any idea .. until we have felt it and sensed it” (op.
cit). We communicate feelings along with ideas. Indeed, a great deal of communication involves
nonlinguistic expressive meanings such as one finds in dance, music, sports, and such.

We must reject what Michael Reddy (1979) calls the “conduit metaphor of
communication” drawn from information processing (290). Many assume communication is
like a cable that transports ideas from one person to another. However, we have seen that
communication is actually about co-creatively exchanging embodied perspectives.

Listening is an important part of communicative coordination. “Language exists,”
Dewey (1934/1987) writes in Art As Experience, “only when it is listened to as well as spoken.

The hearer is an indispensable partner ... Thus language involves what logicians call a triadic
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relation ... The external object, the product of art, is the connecting link between artist and
audience. Even when the artist works in solitude, all three terms are present” (111). This is
the same three-term relation discussed earlier. Communication is a co-creative art. This is
especially the case in dialogues across differences where communication often requires creating
understanding where otherwise comprehension cannot be found.

However, the art of communication is much broader than just linguistic
communication. Oftentimes, nonlinguistic expressions of meaning can succeed in communicating
when language fails. Dewey remarks: ‘It is by way of communication that art becomes
the incomparable organ of instruction” (349). Global citizenship education should emphasize
artistically expressive ways of creatively, and co-creatively, communicating feelings and not
just ideas.

The authors of Educating for Global Competence astutely assert that global citizens
should “demonstrate a capacity to integrate a range of artistic modes of expression to convey
their message” (43). Dewey (1934/1987) agrees and claims that “art is the most effective mode
of communication that exists ... Anything in the world, no matter how individual in its own
existence is potentially common ... But it .. is shared, by means of works of art more than by
any other means” (291). However, we must not see the arts of communication as only “conveying

a message.” That is the conduit metaphor.

The Virtues of Global Citizens

Thus far, I have discussed the competencies of global citizenship. I would now like
to say a few things about intellectual and moral virtues. Dewey (1916b/1980) recommends
four intellectual virtues that he calls “The Traits of Individual Method.” All four expand our
understanding not only of the competency of investigating the world, but also exchanging
perspectives and communication. Like any virtue, intellectual or moral, all four can become
emotionally driven habitual dispositions for taking action.

The first is “confidence” by which Dewey does not mean egotistical self-confidence.
Rather, “It denotes not conscious trust in the efficacy of one’s powers but unconscious faith
in the possibilities of the situation. It signifies rising to the needs of the situation” (181). Such
faith includes the imaginative possibilities of creatively working with others to ameliorate
incommensurable situations.

The next virtue is “open-mindedness” (180). An open mind plays with possibilities
and alternative ways to address situations. It involves communication and openness to other
perspectives. However, Dewey warns, “Open-mindedness is different from empty-mindedness.

To hang out a sign saying ‘Come right in; there is no one at home’ is not the equivalent of



hospitality” (183). Those that invoke cultural relativism to avoid not only investigating, but
evaluating, different cultures are empty-minded and irresponsible.*

The third virtue is “single-mindedness” (180) which implies “completeness of interest,
unity of purpose ... It is equivalent to mental integrity’ (183). Single-mindedness signifies
being fully engrossed in a given situation. It includes integrity, sincerity, and honesty in one's
intellectual and creative endeavors.

Finally, there is “responsibility,” which is a disposition to “consider in advance the
probable consequences of any projected step and deliberately to accept them: to accept them
in the sense of taking them into account, acknowledging them in action, not yielding a mere
verbal assent” (185). Responsibility requires a sincere effort to foresee the consequences of
actions and to be answerable for what is accomplished.

What about moral virtues? Larry Hickman is Director Emeritus of the Center for
Dewey Studies. Daisaku Ikeda is President of Soka Gakkai International and winner of the 1983
United Nations Peace Medal. My dialogue with them (Garrison, et. al, 2014) was published in
English as Living as Learning. Chapter 11 of this book is titled “Education for World Citizens.”
There Tkeda states three essential virtues of global citizenship:

(1) The wisdom to perceive the interconnectedness of all life and living things; (2)

The courage not to fear or deny difference but to respect and strive to understand

people of different cultures and to grow from encounters with them; and (3) The

compassion to maintain an imaginative empathy that reaches beyond one’s immediate
surroundings and extends to those suffering in distant places. These superior traits
embody universal wisdom and spirit. I proposed their cultivation as one of education’s

major roles in the years to come. (146)

I entirely agree with President Ikeda. So too would Dewey (1938/1986) for whom
all “changes occur through interactions of conditions. What exists co -exists” (220). Second,
rejecting strident nationalism, Dewey (1915/1979) urges us to realize that “we are actually
interracial and international,” although he wonders if “we have the courage to face this fact
and the wisdom to think out the plan of action which it indicates” (203). Third, in “Creative
Democracy: The Task Before Us,” Dewey (1939/1991) points out the reward for such courage,
“To cooperate by giving differences a chance to show themselves because of the belief that
the expression of difference is not only a right of the other persons but is a means of enriching
one’s own life-experience, is inherent in the democratic personal way of life” (228). For Dewey

(1932/1985), “The only truly general thought is the gemerous thought. It is sympathy which

' 1 personally find the cultural practices of female genital mutilation, cannibalism, finger amputation, and

human sacrifice abhorrent.
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carries thought beyond the self” (270). Like intellectual virtues, moral virtues can, with practice,

become habitual.

Global Citizenship in the Local Community

In a section of our dialogue, titled “Redefining Global Citizenship,” Ikeda remarks:

For many, the first image conjured up by the term global citizen is someone fluent in

many languages or whose work takes him or her constantly racing around the world.

In fact, the term is also a perfectly apt description for people who have no connections

to international business, who are not globetrotters, but who, while firmly rooted in

their local communities, think about things from a global perspective and take actions

for world peace. (Garrison, et. al., 2014, 145-146)

Ikeda wishes to restore global learning to daily living.

In response to Ikeda's profound insight, I mentioned Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the first
president of the Soka Gakkai, who wrote A Geography of Human Life. Ikeda remarked that
Makiguchi once wrote, “The community, in short, is a microcosm of the world” (148). This led
to a discussion during which Ikeda commented: “The microcosm of the individual life contains
everything in the macrocosm of the universe, all its measureless expanse and potential. We
need to open young people’s minds to this view of life and the universe” (149). In a chapter
of Democracy and Education titled “The Significance of Geography and History” Dewey
(1916a/1980) writes, “There is no limit to the meaning which an action may come to possess. It
all depends upon the context of perceived connections” (215). Open-mindedness to the presence
of global connections in the local community places global citizenship education within the
affairs of daily living. We may acquire the habits of good global citizenship by first learning to
be good citizens in our family and community.

In his essay, “Thoughts On Education For Global Citizenship,” Ikeda (2010) remarks,
“Like Dewey, Makiguchi focused on the local community as the place where global citizens
are fostered” (57-58). The world is bound together by ecological systems, international trade,
and the fact that all humans are biologically related. Everyone is a global citizen whether they

realize it or not. The task is to become a better one.
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John Dewey’'s Meliorism
—The Logic of Intelligence and The Formula of Human Effort
Using Intelligence—

Chiharu Fujii

Introduction—The Request for Meliorism—

At the end of the 19" Century, a large economic block was established all over the US.
as a consequence of rapid industrialization after the Civil War. The American life style was
forced to be transformed. Independent farmers and free laborers were left behind as a result
of industrialization. Some mega enterprises were born as a consequence of the Laissez-fair
principle. The business activities had been dominated by such mega enterprises. The business
activities of the mega enterprises brought about hostility toward small enterprises, laborers,
and customers. The antipathy between Old comers and New comers was becoming serious.
Dewey looked at such a situation as “the house divided against itself.”

The Progressivism of America in the early 20" Century aimed to solve many kinds
of social problems which were caused by business activities under the principle of Laissez-
fair. This Movement required the government to solve social problems through carrying
out policies. It claimed the necessity of public control over the business activities to realize
public welfare. Dewey took part in this movement at the prime of his life. He engaged in the
activities of Hall House and the management of Laboratory School. His greatest contribution
to this movement was that he tried to construct the logic of intelligence for demonstrating the
possibility of Meliorism. Meliorism was the principle of Progressivism.

Progressivism propelled on such a principle that a man can improve the world
through his effort with his own intelligence. In Dewey’s book Democracy and Education (1916),
he explained the notion of “Experience” as the formula of human activity for problem solving,
in which humans are required to make the most use of their intelligence. After Democracy
and Education, on the basis of “Experience” as a key-concept, Dewey argued many kinds of

themes — philosophy, humanity, politics, ethics, art, religion and so on.

Chiharu Fujii (Professor at Waseda University, President of the John Dewey Society of Japan)
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An Opponent in Argument of Meliorism

Why was Meliorism held up as the principle in Progressivism? And why was the logic
of intelligence demanded to demonstrate the possibility of Meliorism?

Industrialization in the U.S. had been propelled on the principle of Laissez-fair. The
right of business activity was seen as a private right originating from Natural Rights. For that
reason, though that idea was already too old to be accepted, the people supporting Laissez-fair
claimed that government must not control business activities through policies. In the latter
19™ Century, business activities in the US. had taken on such an aspect as a dog-eat-dog world.
As a result, mega enterprises were born.

Moreover, during this period, the theory of social evolution by H. Spencer was
introduced in the US. which was based on Darwin’'s theory of evolution. His theory of the
Survival of the Fittest was accepted as a logic to justify the competition on the principle
of Laissez-fair. He insisted that society evolves as a result of free exhibition of the inborn
superiority of individuals, and that it is important to demonstrate such inborn superiority in
society without artificial interference. In the U.S, such an individual born with superiority —
especially mental toughness — was regarded as a person successful in business, that is, the
owner of a mega enterprise. Supported by Social Darwinism, the principle of Laissez-fair was
reinforced.

Summing-up, the following points were insisted on by the supporters of Laissez-fair.

a. There is a disparity in the inborn ability of individuals and the gap is fixed over the

course of each lifetime.

b. The life-world consists of keen competition for the survival of the fittest.

c. When individuals with superior characters survive as the fittest, then humans and

their society would evolve.

W. G. Sumner, an economist who was a backer of Laissez-fair, mentioned that it
is a foolish effort for humans to try to reform our society. Sumner insisted that artificial
interference such as welfare projects let the weak survive, so the evolution of society is

disturbed. Such logic was a strong opponent of Progressivism.

Formation of Dewey’s Meliorism

Dewey grappled with a complex issue during the period of Progressivism. Democracy
and Education (1916) was his reply to the issue. The year 1916 was the terminal phase of
Progressivism. Dewey’s thought was generated through his involvement in Progressivism. His
notion of ‘experience,’ the logic of intelligence for Meliorism, was the fruit of his ideological

efforts. As Hegel claimed, using a metaphor of the owl of Minerva, “Philosophy comes later”



Dewey’s philosophy can be recognized as the justification of Progressivism.

With what the logic did Dewey try to disprove the principle of Laissez-fair? Moreover,
what formula of human effort did he propose for Meliorism?

It is said generally that Dewey absorbed three thoughts: new Hegelism, evolutionary
biology, and pragmatism.

1 New Hegelism

Dewey absorbed the philosophy of Hegel through T. Green's writings. He learned the
Hegelian approach to society. Hegel denies the view that society consists of individuals who
existed in isolation before society was organized. He insists that society consists of relations
between people. Naturally observed, what is found in human history is the relations between
people. History of humans is the process of the transformation of a relation into a new one.
New relation always increases the mutual recognition of liberty. Therefore, the essence of
human history rests not on the struggle for existence, but on the reconstruction of relation
fit better for changed circumstance. Dewey recognized that the advancement of society is
accomplished through cooperation or mutual assistance, not through the struggle for existence.
Dewey claimed to transform the relation from formation of Laissez-fair into that of common
welfare. The division among people and the hostility toward each other in the US. was the
most serious problem for Dewey.

Each culture in human history expresses the style of relations between people. A man
is born, grows up, and lives in the culture in his own time. Man is brought up through culture,
so the abilities are prescribed by the culture. Even though there is a disparity in ability among
individuals, the gap that is produced among people as the result of education is larger than the
gap caused by inborn abilities. It is possible for all individuals to take part in public relations. It
is possible for most children to develop their abilities enough through schooling.

i Evolutionary biology

Dewey also studied evolutionary biology through the thought of T. Huxley. Opposed
to Spencer, Dewey did not consider the natural world as that of survival of the fittest. He
considered it as the world that is organized of various kinds of components and functions on
the symmetrical interdependence between them. It is impossible in the natural world that
any superior component becomes the only winner. According to Dewey, biodiversity is the
law of the natural world. He recognized that maintaining biodiversity is the requirement
of readaptation in the case of changes in the environment. The change in the environment
occurs unpredictably, suddenly, and unexpectedly, under the contingency. So, as a guarantee
of survival, they need to leave a variety of offspring. Offspring do not fight each other.

An offspring that fits itself into the new environment can survive. When change in the
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environment occurs, the situation of a sole winner is rather dangerous.

Similar to the natural world, Dewey asserted that there is no law in human history.
He denied Hegel on this point. Hegel treated the history of human society as the process in
which Tdeas’ gradually manifest in human society in the form of culture. Marx treated it as
class struggle. Dewey denied both these historical logics. For him, humans are the performers
who live in the world under contingency. It is inevitable for humans to engage in problem-
solving continually. The problem occurs incidentally. But humans are not incompetent in
solving the problems they are confronted with. It is a descriptive fact that human creates a
new culture to readapt to the environment altered successfully. Such efforts made it possible
for humans to renew society and survive as a species.

Dewey worked out the explanation for Intelligence based on the interaction between
an organism and its environment. He rejected the ‘Reason’ as Descartes claims, that humans
are the only ones with the inborn ability to think logically. Naturally observed, humans have
an ability to interact with their environment complexly and intricately compared to other
organisms. The distinction is one of level of increasing complexly and intricately. Humans
have an ability to interact with distant things beyond space and time. Dewey found human
intelligence in such a biotic phenomenon. Humans approach their environment to utilize it for
their own survival. With Intelligence, humans are capable of solving the social problems at the
time and reforming society through their own effort using intelligence.

i Pragmatism

C. Peirce and W. James set the main theme of philosophy on increasing the certainty
for human activities in this world. The pursuit of “Truth’ was not the main theme in their
philosophy. They considered truth as the belief that would warrant the way of action to solve
the problems in this world. Dewey had hardly used this word in his writings. Peirce insisted
that we are capable of increasing the certainty of our activity based on the adoption of a clear
belief that consists of meanings with high probability. Meaning is the connection between
act and response. It provides the rules of action when we deliberate on the action plan —
the guiding idea— to be adopted for solving the problem. James insisted that it is necessary
for problem solving to clarify the ideas leading to the consequence that we want to realize,
and that our activities must be guided by such ideas. Building on the pragmatism of Peirce
and James, Dewey proposed the formula of human effort using intelligence that offered
humans the method to solve problems in this world. If we follow his method, that is, if we use
meanings that are guaranteed high probability, we can increase the certainty of our actions
to solve problems in this world. Human intelligence is able to manifested in actions, such as

investigating the problematic situations we face, coming up with guiding ideas through careful



consideration, and guiding carefully our actions experimentally.

Dewey proposed the formula to apply it to solving public problems. Dewey emphasized
society or public rather than individual or private. He aimed to establish democratic relations
between people in the U. S. His theory of intelligence for problem solving was also the
theory of how to collect our intelligence to solve public problems. To collect the intelligence of
the public, he attached a great deal of importance to communication in society. It is possible for
people on the guarantee of the freedom of communication to participate in public activities and

devote themselves to it.

Dewey’s concept of Meliorism

Dewey absorbed three thoughts—Hegelism, evolutionary biology and pragmatism.
He selected from them, the notion of relationships, holism, naturalism, consequentialism,
experimentalism and so on. He constructed the logic that advocated Meliorism, and refuted
Laissez-fair and Social Darwinism.

In his logic, the following three points were emphasized.

a. The World consists of multifarious components and they are related to each other
reciprocally and harmoniously. It is the descriptive fact that it is impossible in the
realm of nature to sweep the board, so survival of the fittest is not the truth of the
world.

b. The World is dominated by contingency. There is no law on the course of human
history. The change occurs contingently. This is a kind of common problem for
humans. Viewed historically, in occurrence of change in the environment, humans
survived in a group by creating a new culture and a new style of relationships
through their cooperation. Humans renewed their society over and over.

c. It is not necessary for humans to be respected as the only being with Reason. In-
telligence can be found in the activities of every organism in trying to adapt to the
environment. As for humans, they are capable of interacting with the environment
widely and complexly, beyond space and time. Intelligence is shown in the style of
functioning in their activities. Intelligence is not a metaphysical notion like ‘Reason,
but a descriptive notion.

Dewey demonstrated the possibility of Meliorism as such that humans transform their

society to cope with the change in environment by creating new culture through their own
efforts. Humans have maintained their existence as a species. This can be confirmed with the

naturalistic approach.
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The concept of ‘Experience’

Dewey compiled the formula of human effort using intelligence for problem solving
into the concept of ‘experience’ in Democracy and Education. His concept of ‘experience’
stands for the human activity for problem solving, in which meanings are applied deliberately,
intentionally, and reflectively. Humans are able to think of ways to solve problems through
thoughtfully applying knowledge (meaning). And humans can increase their ability to conduct
activities by reflecting on what they have done or what they are going to do. Though it is
impossible for them to be guaranteed absolute certainty for their actions, it is possible for
humans to increase the certainty of their actions to the maximum through their own effort
using intelligence.

After Democracy and Education, Dewey had developed his thoughts reflectively and
argued various kinds of fields through ‘experience’ intellectual experience, public experience,
ethical experience, aesthetic experience, religious experience, and so on. He had confidence in
human activity with intelligence for social reformation. To put it accurately, he had no choice
but to bet on it. He was not an optimist but an admonitor. Humans are always under pressure
to solve various kinds of problems, which occur incidentally. They have no weapon except their
own intelligence.

In his later book, Common Faith (1934), he discussed religious experience.’ He treated
it as self-reliance. Persons who are rich in experience possesses an abundant accumulation of
knowledge (meaning) and ability to apply it to a variety of problems which they face to. So,
they are capable to foresee the course of problem solving more clearly and wider perspective
than those who are not so experienced. They can see the reciprocal relationship between the
various components in the world and themselves. They are confident that the universe would
reply affirmatively to their actions. With such a confidence, they can fight against difficult
problems and tough it out. For Dewey, TReligious experience’ is the supreme ‘experience, or

the highest way of life of Meliorism.

Conclusion

Dewey proposed the logic and the formula of human effort using intelligence, which
demonstrates the belief in Meliorism that humans can enhance their society for themselves.

It was necessary for Progressivism to demonstrate the logic of Meliorism to cope with
and refute the principle of Laissez-faire and Social Darwinism. He compiled the logic and the
formula for Meliorism as the concept of ‘experience’ in Democracy and Education. Finally, he
described it as the way of living of self-reliance based on the faith in a reciprocal relationship

with the universe, in other words, Teligious experience.
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Shigeru Aoyagi

Thank you very much. Professor Suzuki, the President of Soka University; Dr Tashiro,
Chairperson of the Board of Trustees of Soka University; distinguished speakers, Professor
Galison and Professor Fuji and Professor Odari. Distinguished faculties and researchers, good

morning to you all.

It's my great honor to be here to join you at this first international symposium on
the Global Citizenship Education. I think this symposium is a kind of testament to the strong
commitment of Soka University to promote the Global Citizenship Education as well as

reaffirming the power of education to address the global challenges.

Today’s presentation, my title is SDGs and Global Citizenship Education. As you know,
this is a kind of symbolic badge of SDGs representing 17 colors of the different roles. This was
given by President Suzuki. Thank you so much. Yesterday I saw his badge when I met him
first and I realized I forgot this. I intended to bring this badge for the symposium, but I left

this in my house. Thank you so much, President Suzuki.

Today I will discuss GCED, Global Citizenship Education, and its contribution to
addressing global challenges and to transforming our society, and I will share my views on
how the philosophy of John Dewey continues to shape the concept of education in 21st century,
although I am not an expert on this work. Professor Galison, Professor Fuji, elaborated the
relevance of his thought today’s world and it was so impressive. Thank you so much for your

presentation.

There are four parts of my presentation. The first, I will discuss the global and

regional challenges we face in the world today. Then second, I will introduce global education

Shigeru Aoyagi (Director, UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, UNESCO Bangkok)
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response on Sustainable Development Goal 4, with special emphasis on SDG 4.7, including
historical development of GCED and ESD, Education for Sustainable Development, and touch
upon the interactions between the philosophies of John Dewey and GCED. Third, I will
present some innovative global and regional responses to GCED carried out by UNESCO and
its partners. In concluding, we will review the vision statement from the recent transform
education summit, in short TES, which was touched upon by Dr. Tashiro in his remarks.
Then finally, I will discuss how Dewey’s philosophies are still valid in the 21st century as we

reimagine education and the potential, the way forward.

1. The global and regional challenges we face today

Let’s take a quick look at some of the critical issues that we are facing today and
where we are stance at this moment. Our world is currently facing unprecedented challenges.
These challenges disproportionally affect vulnerable populations, exacerbate existing

inequalities, and expose people and nature, the planet, into danger.

We have still growing populations. The population has grown from one billion about
200 years ago to almost eight billion today, and it will increase up to nine billion by 2050. This
causes a big pressure on the people and nature on the planet in many senses. We face the

growing risk of more frequent pandemics, poverty, and vast economic disparities.

We also face climate change, mass loss of biodiversity, and natural disasters. As recent
flood and record heat waves worldwide have amply demonstrated, the effects and fallout of
climate change can be staggering. For example, in our region alone, the UN Secretary General
describes the recent floods in Pakistan as climate change of an unprecedented scale. With the
floods in Pakistan more than 1,300 lives have been lost and tens of millions of people are now
homeless. Moreover, education and learning has been interrupted for an estimated 3.5 million

children.

On other fronts, human induced violence and conflicts, such as the war in Ukraine, are

hardly abating.

Let us take a moment of reflection. These diverse natural and human induced
challenges are complex and interrelated, as we listened to the previous two lectures, and must

be addressed now by us all for the future of our children and nature. We should make every



possible effort to change our own mindset, attitudes, and habits and behaviors to begin with.

Now, let’s look at where we are now in terms of Agenda 2030 in Asia and the Pacific.
The Asia-Pacific forum on sustainable development 2022 was held by UN ESCAP in March
of this year in Bangkok, where SDG progress in the region was examined. The theme of the
forum was building back better from COVID-19, while advancing the full implementation of
the 2030 agenda in the region. The forum provided the space for an in-depth review of the
following cluster of goals, namely SDG 4 on education, 5 on gender, 14 on life the water, 15
on life on land, and 17, partnerships, which is a common thread to other 16 SDGs. UNESCO
Bangkok office, my office, was responsible for the SDG 4 recording, and for organizing its

roundtable.

The SDGs’ progress report for Asia-Pacific, which was discussed in the forum,
illustrates how much progress has been made in our region to achieve the 17 SDGs through
which we can address the challenges we face today. According to the report, the estimated
year to achieve the SDGs in our region at current pace is 2065, far beyond our current target.
Progress towards SDGs in the region has slowed as the COVID-19 pandemic and climate
change have exacerbated development challenges. At the current rate of change none of the
17 SDGs will be achieved in the region by 2030, except that only east and northeast Asia is on

track towards no poverty of Goal 1, and industry innovation and infrastructure of Goal 9.

This graph shows more explicitly where the region stands on the 17 SDGs. The center
vertical line shows the expected achievement towards 2022, this year, and blue bars record to
the progress. The most promising Goals are SDG 7 on energy, and 9 on industry, and we also
see some progress on SDG 1 on poverty, 3 on health, and 10 on inequalities. But the pace of the
progress is slow or stagnant. And there has been little or no progress on Goal 4, on education,
5 on gender, 6 on clean water, 8 on decent work, 11 on sustainable cities, and 14 on life below
water. Notably, the region has regressed on Goal 13 on climate change, and 12 on consumption
and production, which very much to do with the current world, and our big challenge in
weather, pollution, and other very serious matters. And all in all, the region is not on track,
and achieving the remaining targets requires urgent and rapid acceleration of progress or the

reversal of negative trends.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is threatening the case of development gains and throwing
progress on SDGs even further off track. In terms of SDG 4 on education, COVID-19 disrupted
education of about 800 million children in the region, according to the report, and school
closures lasted for different durations across the region, ranging from approximately one month
in Japan to 18 months in Bangladesh and the Philippines. An estimated 10 million learners from
the region are at risk of not returning to schools or universities once they reopen. To get back
on track to achieve SDG 4 educational expenditures must be increased from 4 to 6 percent of

GDP, and 15 to 20 percent of total public expenditure. It is really, really challenge figures.

Let us take a moment of reflection. As we grasp that the global and regional
challenges we are experiencing today, let me share a quote from Dewey. “The interaction
of knowledge and skills with experience is key to learning.” From your own perspective, let
us take a moment to reflect on what we can learn from Dewey’s philosophy to reimagine

education and to address some of the global challenges we are facing today.

I know you are from different kind of positions and perspectives, different countries,
but we are now facing our common varied challenges in the world. So, from your perspective
what you can bring to address these issues, and what we can learn now from the philosophy of

Dewey. That is the kind of things we have to collectively reflect during the symposium.



2. Global education response on Sustainable Development Goal 4

Part Two of my presentation focuses on SDG 4 on education, and significance of SDG
47. Let’s first revisit SDG 4, which ensures quality education for all. In general, SDG 4 is widely
recognized to be at the heart of sustainable development and essential to the success of all the
17 goals. SDG 4 aims to ensure quality of educational access and broaden and deepen education
to people of all ages through lifelong learning, spanning formal, non-formal, and informal
settings. Education plays a fundamental role in developing the knowledge, competencies, and

attitudes to address local and global challenges, and attain Agenda 2030 for the future we want.

Now, SDG 4.7. This target only, unlike others in SDG 4, refers to the contents of
education. The other nine targets mainly address access and the modality of education.
The SDG 4.7 aims to ensure that all learners acquire the knowledge and skills needed to
promote sustainable development, including, among others, through education for sustainable
development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, promotion of a cultural
peace and non-violence, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity, and of culture’s

contribution to sustainable development.

The global citizenship education, or GCED, is part and parcel of target 4.7. UNESCO
considers that GCED itself aims to empower learners of all ages to assume active role both
locally and globally, and in building more peaceful, tolerant, inclusive, and secular societies. And
GCED is based upon the three domains of learning: cognitive, socio-emotional, and behavioral.
Cognitive learning generates knowledge and thinking skills necessary to better understand
the world and its complexities. Socio-emotional learning links values, attitudes, and social skills
that enable learners to develop effectively, psycho-socially, and physically, and to enable them
to live together with others respectfully and peacefully. And behavioral learning addresses
conduct, performance, practical application, and engagement of learners. They are interlinked

and integrated into learning and the learning process.

I will now explore some of the interactions between how GCED has developed over
the decades and the pragmatic educational philosophy of Dewey. Dewey called for education to
be grounded in the personal experiences of the students and her or his community. He viewed
learning as a highly social activity that transpired through direct living rather than abstract
or remote references. According to Dewey, educational institutions should use the everyday

experiences of students as the starting point and an input for pedagogic action, and schools
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and classrooms should be representative of real-life situation, allowing children to participate
in learning activities with flexibility in a variety of social settings. This concept continues to
be very relevant today and resonates as priorities in the UNESCO report on reimagining
education, and the evolving discourse on global citizenship education. I will touch upon later on

this report.

Our concept of GCED and ESD have progressed over the decades. Let us first look
at the historical development of GCED. We see Dewey's reflections on human neutrality and
the overcoming differences in the world are woven into the evolving narrative of GCED today.
UNESCO’s efforts in GCED are grounded in its own constitution established in 1945, which
aims to build peace in the minds of men and women. The concept draws on key principles
and targets from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. The recommendation
concerning education for international understanding, cooperation, and peace, and education
relating to human rights and fundamental freedoms, which was adopted in 1974, and the World
Program for Human Rights Education, which started in 2005, shaped the current discussion of
GCED. And more recently GCED was articulated in the Education 2030 agenda and framework
for action, notably SDG 4.7 in 2015.

Alongside global effort to transform the role of ESD started in the 1970s and gained
global traction at Rio Earth Summit in 1992. The key milestones for how ESD has evolved are
the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development, held in Johannesburg, and the UN Decade
of ESD, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2002, and the Global Action Program on ESD,
which went from 2005 to 2014. More recently, in 2019 UNESCO’s general conference adopted
ESD for 2030. And in May last year the Berlin declaration on ESD was adopted, document to

ensure involvement of and climate action as a core curriculum component.

Why GCED and ESD developed through parallel process over a decade? Several global
instrument, agendas, and forum have articulated the interdependencies between the two,
which is very important for our discussion today as well. And they think two of them should
be integrated for social transformation in coming days. To see how do this philosophy shape

GCED, as it evolved as a concept and approach, let’s look at SDG 4 and its current discourse.
Transformative education, which is being promoted by UNESCO now, is a broader
and integrated concept to help change SDG 4.7, thereby contributing to advancing the other

SDGs. ESD, GCED, and Education for Health and Wellbeing are all central to achieving SDG



47, and the current discussion is moving towards transformative education to open the way
for innovation in education today. Transformative education involves the teaching and learning
geared to motivate and empower learners to make informed decisions and actions to address
ever-changing challenges at individual, community, and global levels. UNESCO has advocated
for the transformative power of education, guided by the 1974 recommendation, currently

being revised, and more recently Sustainable Development Goal target 4.7.

There is a gap, however, what exists on paper and what the fact happens on the
ground. What is the current progress towards SDG 4.7 in Asia-Pacific region? According to
a study conducted in the region in 27 countries in 2017, many of the national policies and
curricula reflect concepts related to ESD and GCED to varying degrees in the region. In
particular, concepts such as environmental sustainability, good health and wellbeing, and
human rights are widely addressed, including wide level of national commitment towards the
attainment of knowledge, skills, and attitudes related to this concept. However, there are other
topics that are underrepresented, such as economic sustainability, gender equality and, more

seriously, a culture of peace and non-violence.

3. Innovative global and regional responses to GCED carried out by UNESCO and its

partners

In this Part Three I will introduce some of innovative practices on SDG 4.7 promotion
at UNESCO and its partners, which are also related to Dewey’s principles on how education

prepares learning for real life.

Let me briefly touch upon Together for Peace, a recent and ongoing UNESCO
Bangkok initiative. T4P introduces the concept of positive peace as a transnational development
characterized not only by the absence of conflict but the flourishing of justice, equity, and
equality for everyone. T4P seeks to catalyze the public, especially students and teachers, to
become agents for championing positive peace. T4P comprises a multi-faceted approach to
educational, pedagogical, and community-based programs through priority actions already
being applied throughout the Asia-Pacific. Principles of action are inclusiveness, intersectorality,
partnership, and evidence-based. Initially it's founded in partnerships to build peace, the

coordinated effort of member states and civil society.

UNESCO collaborate across previous Asia-Pacific Center for Education for
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International Understanding, or APCEIU, a UNESCO Category 2 center in the Republic of
Korea. Initially APCEIU are closely related to Dewey’s philosophies of linking learning to daily
living. APCEIU practically aims to develop teacher capacity to nurture the global citizens. The
Asia-Pacific Teacher Exchange for Global Education is a bilateral teacher exchange program
between the Republic of Korea and seven Asia-Pacific countries. Selected by the ministry
of education of the respective home country, exchange teachers are placed at host school to
teach in collaboration with host schoolteachers to experience different educational systems
and cultures, to share ideas and concerns on education and pedagogy, and to promote mutual

understanding.

Next let us look at an example from the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education
for Peace and Sustainable Development in New Delhi, which is UNESCO Category center
institution. The institute’s flagship project, Global Citizenship, aims to achieve the goal
of sustainable and peaceful societies through a digital curriculum on GCED, focusing on
development of social and emotional learning, in short, SEL. The GCED curriculum is targeted
at students of 12 to 14 years across genders and in different countries and is designed in a way
that it relies on self-learning and is self-paced. In addition, it is designed to connect the concepts

of GCED curriculum to the real world.

Now, what might be the way forward? In this regard I first want to highlight the
UNESCO Reimagining our Futures Together report, which I mentioned earlier, as well as the
UN, the United Nations Secretary General's vision statement at the Transforming Education
Summit held in New York last month. Together these guiding instruments lay the paving
stones for the way forward for the SDG 4.7 implementation and attainment. The evolving
concepts and practices of transformative education, which I just discussed in UNESCO’s
programs and activities, resonate with Dewey’s thinking and are featured as a core aspect for
reimagining the future of education. As we look ahead, the report advocates GCED or, more
broadly, transformative education as vital to redefining our relations with one another, and also

with our planet and environment, in living together peacefully and sustainably.

Transformative education is central to achieving this vision. Dewey explained this
almost 100 years ago when he said, “If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday's, we
rob them of tomorrow.”

The significance of SDG 4 features prominently at the TES held in New York this



September. The UN Secretary General, Guterres, the vision statement, refers to the Futures
of Education report and mentions it as a turning-point for rethinking the purpose and content
of education to shape sustainable and peaceful future for us all. A key message pertaining to
SDG 4.7 is to prepare learners to fulfill their responsibilities to societies and to be active and
responsive, responsible citizens in their own communities, countries, and in the world. To
this end, knowledge, skills, values, and action for just and sustainable economies and societies
was declared critical to empower learners to achieve the SDGs and the goal of leaving no one

behind.

Dewey’s thinking that education should prepare learners for daily living is most
relevant today and reflected in policy discussions at TES some 122 years after its publication.
Let me share an important message from the vision statement, namely, “A truly transformative
education should build on what communities, families, parents, and children treasure the most,
and respond to local, national, and global needs, cultures, and capacities.” With these words
in mind, a key recommendation is that research should place an emphasis on the importance
and relevance of building solidarity and developing higher-level thinking skills for real-life
applications, as well as follow students’ interests when planning for instruction. This will lead to
developing learners who are critical thinkers and significant positive contributors to their local
communities and to society as they mature into adult citizens, and this is an essential character

trait of a global citizen.

Since the conception of transformative education is important but rather new, we
need to have work more in terms of determining its full definition, advocating and raising
public awareness, mainstreaming in policy and strategy, integrating in curriculum and learning
materials, developing teacher training, and identifying indicators to assess progress. In order
to complete such a wide scope of works with step-by-step consensus building, the engagement
of the research community, higher education institution, is critically important. The research
community, including universities, can play a significant and indispensable role in leading the
current discourse on transformative education through conducting research and development,
analyzing emerging issues and trends, producing data and evidence, and enhancing

partnerships and collaboration.
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4. Four action areas for Soka University and its partners

I'm coming to the last two slides. Having gone through the global challenges and SDG
progress, a brief history of GCED and ESD, the current discourse of transformative education
and Dewey's thoughts and, given that, the engagement of research communities increasing
importance to promote transformative education with a view to accelerating the progress of
SDGs, I would like to suggest in closing four action areas for Soka University and its partners,
and the wider partners, to be positively engaged in advancement of 2030 agenda for sustainable

development.

Action area 1:
Contribution to the current discourse on Transformative Education
Action area 2:

Participation in regional/global workshops, meetings and conferences
concerning SDG 4.7 (e.g. Asia-Pacific Regional GCED Network Webinar,
Transforming education for a sustainable Asia Pacific region)

Action area 3:

Enhancement of collaboration with research institutes and
academic networks at regional and global levels (e.g. MGIEP,
APCEIU, NISEM)

Action area 4:

Engagement in regional/global initiatives in advancing SDG
4.7 (e.g. Together for Peace, T4P)

Action area 1 will be contribution to the current discourse on transformative
education. It would be good to bring the experiences and good practices and stimulate the
discussion on transformative education with the scientific evidence and solutions needed to

address the challenges for all the SDGs.

Action area 2 will be participation in regional and global workshop meetings and
conferences concerning SDG 4.7. For example, the Asia-Pacific regional GCED networking
webinar will be held next month, and more globally the bigger event Transforming Education
for a Sustainable Asia-Pacific Region will be held February next year in Bali in Indonesia.
If you could participate in these events and conference that will be very good contribution

towards the global debate and discourse.



Action area 3 will be enhancement of collaboration with research institutes and
academic networks at regional and global levels, such as MGIEP that, as I explained, the
UNESCO Category 1 institute in New Delhi, and APCEIU in the Republic of Korea, and
NISEM and CASEL, et cetera, et cetera.

There are quite a few institutes and academic networks to address the issues
around SDG 4.7. For instance, as you may know, NISEM, an academic group on networking
to integrate SDG target 4.7 and sell skills into educational materials, are actively participating
in the fifth UNESCO forum on transformative education. Enhancing collaboration with such

international academic networks will surely enrich your work and your partners work.

Action area 4 will be engagement in regional/global initiatives in advancing SDG
47. One of UNESCO Bangkok priority initiative, Together for Peace, which is supported by
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, brings partners together for building positive peace
through education. T4P is informed by discourse around SDG 4.7 and transformative education.
Building and sustaining a positive peace in the region requires a holistic approach to resolving
and redressing unjust structures, social, political, cultural, and economic actors to build stability,

prosperity, harmony, and progress through soft power, such as education.

These are the kind of suggestions I would make in this symposium for your
consideration. Now, with this I will conclude my keynote and thank you very much for your
attention, and I would like to welcome your involvement in UNESCO’s forthcoming initiatives

and the conferences and discussions to achieve Agenda 2030. Once again, thank you very much.



Nurturing Global Citizens Through Teaching Literature

Masumi H. Odari

Good afternoon,

I am honored to have been invited to speak to you today about my experience in
incorporating global citizenship education in my teaching at my alma mater Soka University,
where I studied 40 years ago. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the founder of
Soka University Dr. Daisaku Ikeda who is my mentor in life and Soka University for this

opportunity.

As I was pondering on what to share today on global citizenship education, I thought
about my school days and the teachers who taught me. I would like to pose two questions to
you all: “Who was your favorite teacher when you were in school?” “What kind of teachers
were they?”

When I moved back to Japan from the US at the age of 9, I had no understanding of
the Japanese language and therefore had to learn the language from scratch. In grade 5, my
class teacher patiently taught me the Japanese writing system during the summer holidays
despite my frustrations of not being able to learn as quickly as I wanted to. He must have
sensed my frustrations and gave me a signature board in which he wrote “ganbaru mono wa
kanarazu katsu” which means “those who work hard will win in the end.” This made a lasting
impression on me and gave me hope that I could succeed like my classmates.

Another teacher I remember is my Japanese language teacher in Junior High School.
For one of our assignments, we had to write an essay about our summer vacation. During this
holiday I happened to visit my mother with whom I was separated from. I felt embarrassed
to share my personal life openly because I did not want to be asked why I was not living
with my mother. But I wrote about spending the holiday with her. To my surprise, my
teacher commented that my Japanese had improved and praised my essay. To this day I still

remember what she wrote: “The more suffering you go through, you will become a person who

Masumi H. Odari (Senior Lecturer, Department of Literature at University of Nairobi)
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understands other people’s suffering. I hope you can be that kind of person.” I felt encouraged
that I could be somebody who could empathize with others in similar situations.

When I entered Soka University, I met a professor who was very strict. His strictness
was that of kindness and helped guide me to always aim to be a better person. Even after I
graduated, I continued receiving guidance and encouragement from him until he passed away
a few years ago. These are some of the teachers who made a deep impression in my life, and
who I hold dear to my heart. The reason I remember them so vividly and with such affection
is because they believed in me and gave me encouragement and hope that even though I have
my own weaknesses, I can shine in my own unique way and contribute to society.

Thinking about my teachers reminded me of Dr. Ikeda's words at Columbia University
in 1996. I read this when I was struggling with writing my doctorate thesis in literature. He
says:

The proud mission of those who have been able to receive education must be to serve,

in seen and unseen ways, the lives of those who have not had this opportunity.. I am

convinced... that education should be a vehicle to develop in one’s character the noble
spirit to embrace and augment the lives of others.

Dr. Ikeda's words inspired me and was the turning point in my profession as an
educator. These words and memories of my teachers made me realize how important it is for
educators to bring out the potential of each and every student and to nurture citizens who
contribute and promote world peace. How can I as an educator do this? Ikeda stresses that
it is essential to teach the three values of global citizenship—" the wisdom to understand
the interconnectedness of all human beings and their environment; the courage not to fear or
deny difference, but to respect and strive to understand people of different cultures, and to
grow from encounters with them; and the compassion to maintain an imaginative empathy
that reaches beyond one’s immediate surroundings and extends to those suffering in distant
places” —in order to promote humanity and world peace. These values are based on Ikeda’s
Buddhist belief that all human beings have the fundamental goodness such as compassion,
empathy, wisdom, and courage innate in them.

In a book titled Choose Life: A Dialogue, Ikeda and the late British historian Arnold
Toynbee discuss the challenges they anticipated the 21st century would face. They highlight
that “the present threat to mankind’'s survival can be removed only by a revolutionary

”»

change of heart in individual human beings (50).” Half a century later, their message is more
critical than ever. Our world has significantly advanced and our lives improved owing to the
contributions made by science and technology. Nevertheless, thinking only about our own

existence and the lack of respect for the lives of others including our environment are posing



threats leading to conflicts, wars, and various forms of injustices. The COVID pandemic that
many initially thought was only affecting one area has affected the entire world, forcing us to
realize how interconnected we are. The effect of COVID on the world spurred me on to teach
my students the importance of fostering empathy and understanding our togetherness with
others to create a world where everyone can live in harmony.

Unless each one of us looks inside our hearts and focuses on transforming our
weaknesses such as greed, anger and selfishness to our positive traits of wisdom, courage and
compassion, no strategy whatsoever may be effective to offer a permanent solution to our
global crisis. Ikeda states: “Only when humanity itself is given the place of preeminence is it
possible to make a meaningful breakthrough in our search for solutions to the problems of our
age and the apathy plaguing human relations today.” Likewise, Nigerian writer, Wole Soyinka
states that “the foundation of justice is the ability to imagine yourself in another's shoes.” How
then can we develop our humanity where we are mindful of each other? What can we do to
have “a revolutionary change of heart in individual human beings,” that is transforming our
basic tendency and activating our goodness, as Ikeda and Toynbee push for?

Tkeda and Toynbee suggest that one important way of transforming our hearts
is by reading literature and concur that literature is a crucial key to forging a century of
humanity. Ikeda states that “Literature, ancient and modern, is a bridge that extends “from
the heart to the mind” and how much of the bridge we cross determines the content of our
own heart.” Thus, reading literature from different parts of the world can help us understand
the world better; learn about different cultures and beliefs, but more importantly, learn that
fundamentally, despite our differences, we share a common humanity. We understand that we
cannot live in isolation; we must do good and condemn evil; we must help each other; and at
the end of the day, what matters most is what we can do for humanity. Literature helps us to
cultivate our hearts to be more understanding and see the world in a compassionate way. By
reading stories, we understand the world around us and realize that no matter who we are, we
are all human beings worthy of being treated equally with respect.

During the classes I taught, I asked the students three critical questions to aid my
students to gain exposure, broaden their perspectives, and develop compassion and empathy
through literary texts. They were: 1) What is the message of the writer to his/her readers?
2) How is the literary work relevant to you now and how has the text helped you understand
yourself and the world around you? and 3) What questions did you confront as you read the
text? These questions aimed to guide the students to connect the knowledge they had with the
knowledge they gained; and learn not to be judgmental. The lessons were mostly held online

and therefore they discussed the questions in small groups during the breakout room sessions.
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Initially many students struggled to see how the texts were relevant to them. With time, they
were able to understand that the stories they read were not about remote places that did not
concern them but served as an important exercise for them to step into the characters’ shoes
and empathize with the characters.

One of the novels we studied was My Good Son, a novel by South Korean author
Jeong Yu-jeong. This novel tells the story of a 25-year-old son, Yu-jin, who grows up not
knowing that he has mental health issues. In the book, he Kkills his brother, father, mother,
aunt, and stepbrother. I was not sure how students would react to this tragic story, but their
discussion enlightened me. While some students felt unsympathetic to Yu-jin, others shared
that they could relate to Yu-jin because they too have people close to them who suffer from
mental health challenges. The story helped them realize how important it is for them to gather
courage and talk about these challenges. They also expressed how society often shies away
from discussing mental health issues, and those suffering from mental health challenges often
feel isolated and are afraid to seek help for fear of being judged by others. By reading the
novel and sharing their views, students recognized that the mental health challenges in Korea
are no different from those facing them in Kenya. Through our discussions, many students
expressed that they realized the importance of having compassion and taking action to educate
our society of the necessity of discussing these issues openly.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe's The Sorrows of Young Werther was one text that
initially brought uneasiness among students to discuss. This story is about a young man named
Werther, who commits suicide after realizing that his love cannot be reciprocated. Not only
is suicide an act considered taboo in Kenya but also, many communities believe that suicide
brings a bad omen to the deceased’s family and community. It was only after I asked them to
put themselves in his shoes that they tried to understand why Werther would rather take his
own life than face reality head on and move on with his life. Many did not agree with Werther's
action and came up with other actions he could have taken. However, as we continued
discussing, Werther's decision made them aware that life is not simple. When we discussed
the relevance of the text to our lives, some opened up to the fact that they had people close to
them commit suicide and how they were affected by the tragedy. This led to the discussion of
rejection, life and death as well as the importance of having true friends who they can open up
to. This discussion created awareness that suicide among the youth is a serious problem, and
we can no longer keep quiet about it.

Franz Kafka's The Metamorphosis created a lively discussion on the theme of
rejection. This is a story about the protagonist Gregor who sacrificed his life working for his

family. One day he turns into a bug and after being abused by his father and left by his mother



and sister, he dies a lonely death at the end. I was surprised to hear that most of the students
could relate to Gregor. Many said that they have also been going through the experience of
rejection even at home, and therefore were able to understand and empathize with Gregor.
I was moved by the students’ life stories. When one student shared her story, others were
encouraged to share their experiences. This made me realize that having a space for the
students to share deeply about their struggles with one another made them learn to appreciate
each other. This led to a very lively discussion of what different actions they would have taken.

We also studied stories that dealt with colonization. Some students were able to
re-imagine the horrendous worlds that the characters live in and compared it to Kenya's
colonization. The students are aware of Africa’s colonization and its effects on its people,
but many of them were unaware of colonization of Asian countries. After reading texts on
colonization outside Kenya, they learned about some of the injustices of colonization that
occurred around the world, and that human beings exercising control over others is a universal
phenomenon. Students were puzzled and asked, “What makes people hurt others to gain
control and power over them?” Reading the texts also developed a new sense of appreciation
among the students, for how much freedom and privilege they have and how they had been
taking it for granted.

At the end of the course, I asked the students to share their feedback on what they
thought about the course and what, if any, impact it had in their lives. I would like to share a
few of their comments. Some students said that ‘reading literature helped [them] re-imagine a
better version of [themselves] and have a new perspective and reasoning about life.” The texts
enabled some to “identify with characters and learn that [they are] not alone in their struggle”
and “understand [themselves] and the world, [acknowledging] that individuals are different,
and we can only respect each other’s way of life.” One student said that the question, “what
does this text have to do with me?” helped her learn how to think broadly about the world
around her. Others said that the questions made them realize that circumstances that have
not directly affected them also serve as lessons for them. The questions enable them to be a
part of the solution and that literature is a timeless and priceless tool for education. What was
important was that they were able to reflect on themselves and ask if they have the courage
to stand up for what is right, and if not, why not? These brief anecdotes suggest that literature
helped the students learn how to think outside of themselves and to be more sensitive to the
world around them. Not only did literature help them learn about themselves, but also offered
them an opportunity to think of who they could be.

Another point I would like to mention is that most students appreciated having

discussion sessions where they could share their views. Some even said that discussing in
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small groups gave them courage to speak in front of others. Giving students the freedom and
space to freely discuss their thoughts allowed them to share their diverse perspectives to
understand and learn about others’ views. Students were also able to practice active listening,
which requires respect and compassion. Through dialogue, the students were also able to gain
awareness of our interconnectedness and heighten their respect for each other to allow them
to work together towards realizing a society free of prejudice, selfishness, and fear.

Socleties are constantly changing. By changing how we think about things, how we
process information and how we ask questions, we can encourage more dialogue among people.
We can train people to learn to listen and respect others. Such a type of education that places
the student at the center and focuses more on developing them as a person with individual
thoughts would be more beneficial to the society in the long run rather than education that
focuses on only attaining good grades. Such an education would hopefully move the world
towards a more positive coexistence where though there are disagreements—as there would
be in any healthy society—this would not alienate others or deny them the ability to live the
life they deserve and desire.

Tkeda, in his Harvard University on Mahayana Buddhism and Twenty-first Century
Civilization (1993) stated that:

The “invisible arrow” of evil is not to be found in the existence of races and classes

external to ourselves, but embedded in our own heart. The conquest of our own

prejudicial thinking, our own attachment to difference, is the necessary pre-condition
for open dialogue. Such discussion is the essential condition for the establishment of

peace and universal respect for human rights. (155)

The arrow, according to Ikeda, represents “a prejudicial mindset, an unreasoning
emphasis on individual differences (155)." Understanding our shared values and commonalities
requires recognizing the human beyond observation. It involves engaging in difficult and
meaningful conversations. When applied, each person can create a more cohesive and
compassionate society, which works on strengthening our bonds and leveraging our united
strength to improve the lives of everyone. Dialoguing through books and with others opens a
world of discoveries, enabling us to comprehend each other’s fears, talents, and histories. We
learn of our interconnectedness and continue to cultivate empathy and understanding.

The lack of mutual understanding and respect for both people and nature often causes
or worsens many of the world’'s problems. To change the world and create a more peaceful
society, the responsibility lies within each human being. Incorporating these values in education
can be done through a variety of means, one of which being literature, an important and

accessible medium. Through my experience teaching literature to students at the University of



Nairobi, I find that through studying literary works, students can embody the three essential
characteristics of a global citizen as described by Ikeda-wisdom, compassion and courage.
Literature exposes students to different life experiences and the different works depict our
shared humanity. The students’ perceptions of the importance of learning literature and their
biggest takeaways after enrolling in literature classes highlighted that they not only learned
about themselves, but also that they each have a unique mission. Furthermore, they learned
about their shared experiences with people from other cultures and backgrounds and were
challenged to understand and empathize with others’ lives and situations. Their reflections

affirmed that literature is an essential medium in promoting global citizenship.

Thank you.
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The Formation of the Thought of J. Dewey and
the Process of the Growth of Experience

Shigeru Yukiyasu

I. Why Have I Been Interested in the Formation of the Thought of Dewey?

I studied “Self-Realization” at the post-graduate school of Hiroshima University
from 1954 to 1961. I obtained the degree of Litt. D, in 1965. I visited Oxford University to
study Green's MS. at Balliol College from 3 May, 1972 until 15 April, 1973. I was invited by
Professor S. Morris Eames to give a special lecture at Southern Illinois University, 30 April,
1973 and accepted the offer. The title of the lecture was “T.H. Green and J. Dewey.” I read
Dewey's two articles “Green's theory of the Moral Motive” (1892) and “Self-Realization of the
Moral Ideals” (1893) for the presentation of the lecture, as well as Dewey's Reconstruction
in Philosophy (1920). I was deeply impressed by Dewey's sentences; “To find the Self in the
highest and fullest activity possible at the time, and to perform the act in the consciousness of
the complete identification with Self (which means, I take it, with complete interest) is morality
and is realization.” (EW, 4, P51) Why did Dewey put emphasis on this point? Dewey’s question
was whether the theory of self-realization was considered as an action for a fixed self or as a
present and complete action. Dewey says that “morality consists in not degrading any required
act into a mere means towards an end lying outside itself, but in doing it for its own sake, or,

again, in doing it as self.” (EW, 4, P.52) Dewey explains this as an “absorption of attention.”

II. Green’s Influence on Dewey and the Continuity of Experience
It was not only Green, but also the two Cairds, Wallece, and the Late Lord Haldane

that exercised great influence upon Dewey. This is well known in his article “From Absolutism
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to Experimentalism” (1930). It was also through George Sylvester Morris that Dewey knew
Hegelianism. Dewey wrote three articles on Green. I introduced already two articles on Green.
The other article is “The Philosophy of Thomas Hill Green” (1889). Dewey developed two
works of Ethics in his early period. One is Outlines of A Critical Theory of Ethics (1891) and
the other is The Study of Ethics: A Syllabus (1894). The former is Dewey’s critical work of
Green's Prolegomena to Ethics (1883). The latter is a psychological ethics based on “The theory
of experimental idealism.” This is noted as Dewey’s original work.

Dewey’s starting point is the mediation of impulse. According to Dewey, impulse is
not blind, but is mediated with an object. He says that “A child puts forth, by natural impulse,
his hand toward a bright color; his hand touches it and he gets new experiences—feeling of
contact; these, in turn, are stimulus to a further act; he puts the thing in his mouth, and gets a
taste, etc.” (EW, 4, P.236) Dewey thinks that the relation of impulse to experience may be the
interaction of cause and effect. Dewey says that “every expression of every impulse stimulates
other experiences and these react into the original impulse and modify it. This reaction of the
induced experiences is the psychological basis of moral conduct.” (EW, 4, P.236)

Dewey thinks that every impulse operates with intelligence. The two are twins. They
connect naturally with each other. The end can be harmonized with the means in this way.
When the end can be attained by the cooperation of impulse and intelligence, experiences
become continuous. The attained end is a means to a next and new end. The former is
connected with the latter. Thus, the end and the means can become mutual and continuous.

This is called the process of growth.

M. Dewey’s Theory of Growth and Good as a Present Activity

Dewey says that “cease conceiving as education as mere preparation for later life,
and make of it the full meaning of the present.” (EW, 4, P.50) A paradox is contained in this
sentence, because he wants to say that “an activity which does not have worth enough to be
carried on for its own sake, cannot be very effective as a preparation for something else.” (EW, 4,
P.50) Dewey finds the worth and meaning in the present activity. This is to say that education
Is not a mere means to attain a remote end. In this way, Dewey thinks that the present activity
can not only realize the end, but also has a meaning. This is very important for understanding
the process of growth. How and why can this process go on?

Dewey says that there is a close relationship between an end and the means to this
end. Usually, the end is separated from means. When the end has been attained, a next end
may not be imagined. Even though the idea of an end may be imagined, the means of attaining

the end cannot closely be investigated. The planning of realizing the end and the effective



means of this attaining may not be discovered. Dewey says that “The bad man is the man who
no matter how good he has been is beginning to deteriorate, and grow less good. The good
man is the man who no matter how morally unworthy he kas been is moving to become better.
Such a conception makes one severe in judging himself and humane in judging others.” (MW,
12, pp. 180-81)

There are three points here. The first is the standard of judging individuals and
groups. The point is whether they are moving to become better here and now. They do not
always try to move to a new direction. The other point is that when they have attained “some
fixed result,” they have been satisfied by a sense of this attainment. This satisfaction cannot
always make them move to a new direction. The third point is that a man who has a sense
of growth “makes one severe in judging himself and humane in judging others.” Why is this
possible? He has a generous mind. His mind is very calm. He is not selfish and judges others
objectively.

Dewey concludes that “Growth itself is the only moral end.” This means that growth
is a process of present activity itself. He says that “The end is no longer a terminus or limit
to be reached. It is the active process of transforming the existent situation. No perfection as
a final goal, but the ever-enduring process of perfecting, maturing, refining is the aim in living.
Honesty, industry, temperance, justice, like health, wealth and learning, are not goods to be
possessed as they would be if they expressed fixed ends to be attained. They are directions of
change in the quality of experience.” (MW, P.181)

According to Dewey, the process of growth is an activity which is “the active process
of transforming” the situation under which man is living. Growth is a continuous change of the

circumstances. It is called an adjustment to the present situation.

IV. How did Dewey Consider the Relation of the Ideal to the Actual?

How did Dewey consider God in A Common Faith? He says that God unifies the ideal
and the actual; “the function of such a working union of the ideal and actual seems to me to
be identical with the force that has in fact been attached to the conception of God in all the
religions that have a spiritual content; and a clear idea of that function seems to me urgently
needed at the present times” (LW, 9, P.35)

Here, Dewey’s stand point is shown. The ideal is projected by imagination. The actual
is the actual condition under which man is living. There may be a gap between the ideal and
the actual, because there are resistances against the actual circumstances. How can man
overcome this gap? How can he harmonize himself with an environment? We must consider

the relation of spirit to mind.
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Dewey says that “the artist, scientist, citizen, parent, as far as they are actuated
by the spirit of their callings, are controlled by the unseen. For all endeavor for the better is
moved by faith in what is possible, not by adherence to the actual.” (LW, 9, P.17)

Why are they actuated by spirit? I think that spirit cannot be understood without
training of mind. How can mind be disciplined? Dewey says that “Imagination of ideal ends
pertinent to actual conditions represent the fruition of a disciplined mind.” (LM, 9, P.35) He
does not explain in detail how mind can be disciplined. But we can discover a way of training
mind in Art as Experience. Dewey says that “Experience like breathing is a rhythm of
intakings and outgivings. Their succession is punctuated and made a rhythm by the existence
of intervals, periods in which one phase is ceasing and the other is inchoate and preparing.” (LW,
10, P.62)"

It is by the theory of experience suggested by W. James that Dewey paid attention to
the succession of breathing. This experience has attracted attention in Japanese Zen Buddhism.
Zen involves paying close attention to breathing in and out in our daily life. It has tried to unify
intakings and outgivings with our acts here and now. According to Zen, this is a discipline of
mind. Its method is always to identify breathing with each of our actions every moment. But
we are Inclined to lose sight of this rhythmical succession. It may be difficult here to learn the
method of Zen.

If Dewey understood the rhythmical succession of breathing in and out, he could have
learnt the method of cultivating mind. What is this method? The mediation of the rhythm of
breathing in and out and the actions of our daily life is possible by the unity of calmness and
activity. In particular, a difficult point is that intakings and outgivings are always to become
one with our whole self. Dewey has already known this difficulty to some degree. He says
that “one phase is ceasing and the other is inchoate and preparing.” It may be required to be
self-conscious of a delicate stream every moment. Again, it can be a question to ask whether

Dewey paid attention to this rhythmical succession here and now.
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The Characteristics of Dewey’s Theory of Art and Religion
and Their Commonality as Experience

Yoshinobu Nishizono

In 1934, Dewey published two books, “Art as Experience” and “A Common Faith,”
both of which are theories of art and religion, respectively *. In this presentation, T will capture
the characteristics of the experience of this theory of art and theory of religion, and in the last
section, I will describe the commonalities between the theory of religion and the theory of art

as experience.

I. Sources of Artistic Experience and the Experience of the Religious

Dewey’s philosophy is “naturalistic empiricism,”® and his philosophical position is
“monism,” which holds that there is continuity between nature and spirituality. Nature,
according to Dewey, is what we touch and experience in our ordinary experience. Moreover,
this ordinary experience is full of quality, and is the source of all meaning, including aesthetic
and religious quality. Among these ordinary experiences, artistic expression uses as material
the sensory quality of a sound, a color, a taste, a smell, and so on. Through artistic expression,
artistic experience creates something which provides esthetic experience. The religious, as
Dewey argues in his theory of religion, accompanies scientific, artistic, and moral experience
as well. This is the attitude of human beings in creating a good adaptive relationship with the

environment.
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II. Characteristics of Artistic Experience

The purpose of Dewey’s theory of art was to formulate a new philosophy of art,
one in which art and ordinary experience are continuous and art is developed from ordinary
experience. In his art theory, Dewey developed the concept of “experience” to describe art
as a development of ordinary experience. Experience is the interaction between living beings
and their environment. The organism acts on the environment and the environment affects
the organism. Dewey calls the successful development of this interaction between an organism
and its environment “an experience.” An experience has a common structure based on the
following characteristics. (D There is continuity in experience. (2 Perception accompanies
experience. 3 Experience is imaginative. @ Emotional quality accompanies experience. When
ordinary experience is equipped with the above characteristics through reflective thinking, it
becomes an experience together with artistic experience, scientific experience, and so on.

What is the difference between “artistic experience” and “scientific experience” ? It
is the materials that make up artistic and scientific experience. The material of art consists of
qualities such as color and sound, which we use to think. In contrast, the material of scientific
experience, which has an intellectual conclusion, consists of signs and symbols such as H:O,
and we think with this material >, Art is the union of material and spirit through the artistic
experience resulted from interaction of the spirit with the qualitative media of sound, color, and
the body, which are the materials of art. This is the main point of Dewey’s theory of art. Art is
the idealization of the “sensory quality” found in ordinary experience because of the interaction
between the material and spirit. Sensory quality is the material of art. Sensory quality refers
to the colors, sounds, tastes, smells, etc. that we perceive with our senses in relation to natural
things. For example, we can distinguish between the blue of the sky and the blue of the
ocean. Natural science has been silent on the qualitative, dividing nature into quantitative and
qualitative. Dewey states that the scientific revolution of the 17th century began by ignoring
the “immediate quality” ( “sensible quality” ) of nature * Dewey’s view is that modern science
shunned and excluded “sensory quality.” Dewey also states that the development of the
sensory quality of nature should bring fruition in art °.

Sensory qualities are the materials and also medium of artistic expression. The noises
and tones that accompany sensory qualities become the material and medium of music. The

blue of the sea and the blue of the sky, with their sensory qualities, become the material and

® ] Dewey, Art as Experience, Capricorn Books, 1958 (1934) p. 38.
4

J. Dewey, Experience and Nature, p. 263.
° ibid. p.120.



medium of painting. Art is the activity of expressing the meaning of the sensory qualities
associated with these natural materials through the mediums of sound, color, body, and words.
In the case of painting, the single medium of color expresses the meaning of sensory qualities
experienced by the senses. When sensory qualities are expressed through a medium, materials
are organized and composed, and the form and matter of art are generated to become artistic
expression. Form refers to the external aspect of the work and content refers to the internal
aspect, which are the organization and composition of the materials. In other words, content
refers to the meaning of the sensory quality associated with the material, which is condensed
by the form into a quality, for example, “massive quality.”

Next, Dewey says that in artistic experience, there is a rhythm of loss and recovery
of the union between the self and the environment °. For example, when a sculptor uses a
chisel and hammer to cut stone as an external material to create a work of art, the inner
material of images, observations, memories, and emotions acts on the outer material, the inner
material of images affects the outer material. As the material changes, the inner material
changes as well ”. In this way, artistic experience develops in the interaction between the inner
material and the outer material. Dewey refers to this repeated process of interaction between
internal and external materials as a rhythm, in which we regain unity and fusion with our
environment. Dewey also says that the experience of the fusion and unification of internal and
external materials through the function of rhythm has an “aesthetic quality” and becomes “an
experience”

A work of art is a fusion and unification of natural material and spirit through
the function of rhythm in artistic experience. A work of art is created through the fusion
and unification of the meaning of “sensory qualities” received from the outside world
with the artist’s spirit through materials. A work of art is achieved through the complete
interpenetration of what the artist receives from the outside world and what the artist works
on. Thus, the work of art is a fusion and unification of the material and spiritual of nature.
Artistic experience as “an experience” is such an experience of self and the world, that is, an
experience of the fusion and unification of natural matter and spirit.

What is Dewey’s view of “the beauty” ? As Dewey states in the following discourse, it is
esthetic in the degree in which organism and environment cooperate to institute an experience

in which the two are so fully integrated that each disappears °. In general, the beauty of art

J. Dewey, Art as Experience, p. 15.

T ibid. p74.
® ibid. pp.54-55.
? ibid. p.249.
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refers to the form of the subject work or the good feeling the subject receives from the work.
Dewey's view of the esthetic is characterized by the fact that he recognizes the origin of
aesthetic quality in our daily experience. Beauty is the fusion and unification of the material
and the spiritual in artistic experience, which is a development of aesthetic quality. Artistic
experience is a function of rhythm.

Artistic experience realizes the fusion and unification of natural matter and human
spirit through the function of rhythm, and in this kind of artistic experience we can see
the core of Dewey’s philosophy, namely, the naturalistic empiricism that sees nature and

spirituality as continuous.

. Characteristics of the Theory of Religion

Dewey's theory of religion is characterized by his distinction between “a religion”
and “the religious,” and by the religious he proposes a common faith, that is, an object of belief
common to all mankind. A religion refers to a specific religion, such as Christianity, and the
religious refers to “the religious quality” of experience, meaning “the religious elements of
experience” °. In other words, while a religion refers to an organization with specific beliefs
and doctrines, religious does not refer to any system or doctrine, but to “attitudes” that allow
humans to “adjust” to external conditions in their interactions with the environment .

Religious attitudes as “adjustments’ are comprehensive, holistic changes in one’s
personality, and these changes are sustained throughout one’s life. Such “religious attitudes”
have the following functions. A person with a religious attitude strives for the harmonizing of
the self through imagination. This harmonizing of the self extends not only to the world but
also to the universe through imagination, creating a situation in which the self and the universe
are in harmony. The human being with a religious attitude becomes a being that continuously
changes entire existence with a holistic outlook in the environment, and grows as a person
himself/herself

What, then, is the object of “a faith” of the ‘religious attitude” as ‘the religious” ?
They are “ideal ends” and “ideal values.” Dewey is not proposing a new religion” through
his theory of religion, but a new object of faith, ideal ends and ideal values *. This object of
faith is not absolute, but a moral and practical one that can be realized through experience by

reflective thought. Herein lies the distinctive feature of Dewey’s theory of religion. Shinobu

0 1. Dewey, A Common Faith, L. W. vol9. 1934. pp.8-9.

U ibid. pl2.
Y ibid. p.14-15.
¥ ibid. p.30.



Takatoku states, “The fact that he made these human ideal ends and ideal values, which are
present in everyone, the object of faith is probably the reason why the title of this book is ‘A
Common Faith' " .

Dewey then lists the following as examples of “ideal ends” and “ideal values” that are
objects of faith in religious attitudes. For example, he says,

locomotive did not exist before Stevenson..But the conditions for their
existence were there in physical material and energies and in human
capacity. Imagination seized hold upon the idea of a rearrangement of
existing things that would evolve new objects .

Dewey says that the same thing applies to a painter, a musician, a poet, a
philanthropist, etc. ' This means that the experience of an artist, scientist, or educator, for
example, in pursuit of an ideal, is accompanied by a ‘religious quality of experience,” or
“religious attitude,” even if he or she is unaware of it. What Dewey hoped for in his proposal of
“the religious” was to realize a democratic society and to change society through the activities
of people in each position in society in pursuit of such ideal ends and ideal values. I believe this
is what Dewey expected in his theory of religion, “A Common Faith.”

Finally, what was Dewey's view of “God” ? Humans have changed reality by finding
ideals in relation to real conditions through imagination, and by planning and realizing them.
And humans and human society have a mission to promote the growth of the ideals created by
imagination and to cooperate in realizing these ideals. Dewey says,

But the function of such a working union of the ideal and actual seems to me
to be identical with the force that has in fact been attached to the conception
of God in all the religions that have a spiritual content .

Dewey uses the term “God” to “denote that uniting of the ideal and actual which
has been spoken of” ' This concept of God is different from that of religions in the absolute
sense, in the sense that it is connected to our ordinary experience of reality. Dewey's theory
of religion is characterized by three points: he removed the view of the supernatural from
religion, he conceived of religion in terms of human’s ordinary experience, and the central

function of religion is humans™ pursuit of ideal ends and ideal values.

Shinobu, Takatoku. [John Dewey A Common Faith] Komon Feisu in Japanese, Takusyoku Syobou
Shinsya, 2016, p.215.

Y J. Dewey, A Common Faith, pp.33-34.

' ibid. p.34.

" ibid. p.35.

¥ ibid. p.36.
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IV. Commonalities as Experience between Art Theory and Religious Theory

Dewey's theory of art and his theory of religion have the following four points in
common as experiences. First, they are both experiences of aesthetic and religious qualities.
Second, they both develop our everyday experience and realize human ideals through
imagination. Third, beauty and God do not exist in an absolute world separate from our daily
experience but are idealized by our imagination through our daily experience, thus fusing and
uniting reality or matter and the ideal. Fourth, by theorizing both art and religion in relation
to our daily experiences, Dewey has created new theories of art and religion that have never

existed before.
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1. [REERDOEZE]

(1) B3 AHEL

IV vk . [ava—Fo®mA] LEWic [REEHFEOE%%E | (the Philosopher of
Democracy) D#E%4% b ->Twb, TV yHAFIE TREFEHR] 207 —~IZmLEAZ &I
LTCWRWA, OB TREEFR] L) XUFEEEND 2 EICEEELE®RLH 5,

BAE [7 2 ) A0 ES | (intellectual Declaration of Independence) & L T IJHS
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FHOOFERMEMOIZDIZH LD, MEEFEHE I ENTE DL L XI2E, ORI,
A FNZENDFHAE ) TeEEG L2 DOICRETAIZEHTVICOERETESL L

O [FE2HANH] ORIy Y HPRLED T THL 00 [ROHR ] (bookworm) T %o
IRV AL, BEIZBWTHOEEEZRE, #BEORBIZHEL. T zEb i WEEZ B L
Tz, FEBAZHLICHOEE DD . ZDERERITEN > T2 EIZh ), A
EMIHET L2, AL LTERINIHADPERT L LOREZEIRIIEH L, 29
Lo &BIE, BREOT XY A DKL TEHREEREEET 2HERIEAINATHD L
Wo TEWEAL9,

DIz L7z bR ) LoDk, TNFE L -BRE OB O BT THEO
HIZOHOLP 2L DIZho TR, AL W) bDEHLDTEUL L) L3528
ETHD, BMAZBFAPLOEE TR LT, —ZNETNICMHRAPHGTOLDZ LKL,
NEFE LDV ERE LD L) IZBPIELE) L1222 L zEKL T, EA
DEDLY ARG OHERTH 2 EROBEZ O CHF T LR IEDT LR b, §XC

! Emerson, R. W., “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.1, Bos-
ton & New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, pp.88-91 (L~ ¥ (HEAHZR) [7 A1) I osE ]| [
<V UimCE B AR, 1972 4F, pp120-124.) (J532) Man Thinking must not be subdued by
his instruments. Books are for the scholar>s idle times. When he can read God directly, the hour is too
precious to be wasted in other men»s transcripts of their readings.
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(2) BADIFHEICHEND [KUVWEDER] (TKE)D

EZAHT, REEZRIV2ICLTHEE2E W) WIS LT, =Y v oRZKEY v 7V Th
5o ZiUd [#H] (Reason) (B4 [K3E] (OverSoul)) 2Lk o TAADHEIINL T L2l L
TFHHL [EB (Intuition) 12 & o THES HMEMEL T O 7 ARHES TR TH L Z LI12L %,
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* Ibid, p.113 (F L3, pp.146-147)
(JE32) Another sign of our times, also marked by an analogous political movement, is the new importance
given to the single person. Everything that tends to insulate the individual—to surround him with barriers
of natural respect, so that each man shall feel the world is his, and man shall treat with man as a sovereign
state with a sovereign state—tends to true union as well as greatness.

® Emerson, R. W., “The Over-Soul,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.2, Boston & New
York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.269 (=~ ¥ (EAMZR) [KFE| [~V ViLE Tl GUE,
1972 4, pp.10-11)
(JF3L) oo that Unity, that Over-soul, within which every man’s particular being is contained and made
one with all other; that common heart, of which all sincere conversation is the worship, to which all right
action is submission; that overpowering reality which confutes our tricks and talents, and constrains every
one to pass for what he is, and to speak from his character, and not from his tongue, and which evermore
tends to pass into our thought and hand, and become wisdom, and virtue, and power, and beauty. We live in
succession, in division, in parts, in particles.
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2. BEOZENOHHEETHOER

IV o [T BPEHICBEA T2 01d, [1FEM ARG (Representative men,
1850) DHDOT T+ Vi Th b, [V v Adbu—<Ab, 77 by TRLEEIC, ZAD
FTILOBBEEZDTMAD I ENRNTE Lo/, NEORKTH A2 TIE %R CHETD
HHOTE FHFHRLMIIE AL, WL LHEO BRI LIWEOTFHTH Y . HOKEHIC
FoNTnwaE] L LoD [TI7 b ThbbIEThHl), WEdhbbT I oozl LT
15 IRVIYNTT N EREELE R LD ST NI [HRIEEBLN] Tholz
WD TH) ., WOEZLLEBOWZDIETHolze TRV YBTT by ORIIHIzDIF, —F
CBWTHETH S [HMoBEI], thiicBwCEGTH L [HAOKTE] OBRFETH .
g [—F L BER [ZHE] 2 RmRT2E880WMoNL. [T PV ZRREELEHS S,
F—HTERY 2V 0aFE L, BHZOLORLEZOLONLEFNLEZRENSRITENE
AHHL, ZLTCELTABOMEERET220L 912, TORY 2V DIZ/w LTI
BEHEZ IOV, ——ZOREKBESITEDICSEED L, AMOHENIZS ) DIZASbL
WHEA T L LORE) EDLDIZDTHE] % TLTIDEI BT T b v ORIMHER
WX TIRAEL N A MR H E LT~ U2 - L O EEMITEHF L T 2008720
BRETHoTe TV VIEE ) MERFHOMEMmEY ZZAS LA, ZOBREIREETD %L
HITH v, o ZOWMFIZOWTOHRIL, 2ERFELZS T A7 ° &

* Emerson, R. W., “Representative Man,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.4, Boston &
New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p40 (=< » (EAMEZR) [~V v @#E6 A FOAMGE]
HAR#CCHE ., 2014 4F. pp4-5.)

(JEEX) Plato is philosophy, and philosophy, Plato:-+++-

° Ibid., p67 (FE3E. p3l)

(JEL30) Plato, lover of limits, loved the illimitable, saw the enlargement and nobility which come from truth
itself and good itself, and attempted as if on the part of the human intellect, once for all to do it adequate
homage,- homage fit for the immense soul to receive, and yet homage becoming the intellect to render.

¢ Ibid., p.76 ([ ;3. p40.)

(JA) He attempted a theory of the universe, and his theory is not complete or self-evident. One man
thinks he means this, and another that; he has said one thing in one place, and the reverse of it in another
place. He is charged with having failed to make the transition from ideas to matter. Here is the world,
sound as a nut, perfect, not the smallest piece of chaos left, never a stitch nor an end, not a mark of haste,
or botching, or second thought; but the theory of the world is a thing of shreds and patches.
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TOANZIHM L, F2EGFOSTIREESINS [H] 22 2EELL-OTH A,

Hivhbiud, EiFICHT 25 OHERL. BAORER, HhofEtboTnd, £
NENBFEOHRE, T2bbIZhHR, ALMROEEE, ZIRRER 2 L2 ADE ) #
W e bPEADER, ZNE6TXTIE, bIvbNd b o TV A ATHOMR % 72
BDTTFARTH) ., bUONAEB L LI REZHDBODF SICIEMARERTHY . L
M FOREROKEZ LWHEPIIRLTWEDTH D, b LAPEHOEEZEL .
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" Emerson, R. W., “Self-Reliance,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.2, Boston & New
York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p57 (T~ v > (EAR) [HCEE] [T~y r&mcs L. p205)
(J§32) A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds:----

% Emerson, R. W., “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol. 1, p87 (T
<V (AR [72) o] [y Ytk Ll ppl30-131)

(J§%) Life is our dictionary. Years are well spent in country labors; in town; in the insight into trades
and manufactures; in frank intercourse with many men and women; in science; in art; to the one end of
mastering in all their facts a language by which to illustrate and embody our perceptions.
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3. [E3T&] & [EEDTE] D—E
I O ) OHEFBATREN T D DO, [#F ] (Education, 1876) I2B W T THh b,

Ko BHOFKEHR?S LT, HEOWHIE, EE2EETLIIEIIHL, L) Z LMK
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HYZHRECPREVDOTH L, T FEEL LY,

CHUIEE LTI BT 2528 HE OREERICHL - T OHERIRILIC 22 20 SEN72 6 DR E KR

ILLRMNCIE LS FEB IR 2 5 2 Lk, R BN L ) DI WERE
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A EFHRECE O BENFERIAE ST 515,
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® Emerson, R. W, “Education,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.10, Boston & New York,
Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904,pp132-133. (=~ v > (MHMEAR) [AM#EE®R]. WERE, 1971 4. ppl516.)
(JE) We have our theory of life, our religion, our philosophy; and the event of each moment, the shower,
the steamboat disaster the passing of a beautiful face, the apoplexy of our neighbor, are all tests to try our
theory, the approximate result we call truth, and reveal its defects. If I have renounced the search of truth,
if I have come into the port of some pretending dogmatism, some new church or old church, some Schelling
or Cousin, I have died to all use of these new events that are born out of prolific time into multitude of life
every hour. I am as a bankrupt to whom brilliant opportunities offer in vain.

" Ibid., pp.143-144 (Il -, pp.24-25.)
(JE3X) 1 believe that our own experience instructs us that the secret of Education lies in respecting the
pupil. It is not for you to choose what he shall know, what he shall do. It is chosen and foreordained, and
he only holds the key to his own secret. By your tampering and thwarting and too much governing he
may be hindered from his end and kept out of his own. Respect the child. Wait and see the new product
of Nature. Nature loves analogies, but not repetitions. Respect the child. Be not too much his parent.
Trespass not on his solitude.
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" Emerson, R. W, “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.1, pp.97-98
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(JA3X) He shall see that nature is the opposite of the soul, answering to it part for part. One is seal and
one is print. Its beauty is the beauty of his own mind. Its laws are the laws of his own mind. Nature then
becomes to him the measure of his attainments. So much of nature as he is ignorant of, so much of his
own mind does he not yet possess. And, in fine, the ancient precept, “Know thyself,” and the modern
precept, “Study nature,” become at last one maxim.
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2 Emerson, R. W., The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.9, Boston & New York, Houghton
Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.23 (=~ v >~ (EAAEZHR) [Eay] [m~ v Y@w3c%E T pp.205-206.)
(JE%) Nor can he blink the freewill. To hazard the contradictionfreedom is necessary. If you please to
plant yourself on the side of Fate, and say, Fate is all; then we say, a part of Fate is the freedom of man.
Forever wells up the impulse of choosing and acting in the soul. Intellect annuls Fate. So far as a man
thinks, he is free. And though nothing is more disgusting than the crowing about liberty by slaves, as
most men are, and the flippant mistaking for freedom of some paper preamble like a “Declaration of
Independence,” or the statute right to vote, by those who have never dared to think or to act, yet it
is wholesome to man to look not at Fate, but the other way: the practical view is the other. His sound
relation to these facts is to use and command, not to cringe to them.
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¥ Dewey, J., Human Nature and Conduct: An Introduction to Social Psychology, New York, Henry Holt &
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(JAZX) But we also have a sneaking sympathy for the courage of an Emerson in declaring that consistency
should be thrown to the winds when it stands between us and the opportunities of present life. We reach
out to the opposite extreme of our ideal of fixity, and under the guise of a return to nature dream of a
romantic freedom, in which all life is plastic to impulse, a continual source of improvised spontaneities and
novel inspirations. We rebel against all organization and all stability.



How Emerson Attracted Dewey from the Perspective of
“Self-culture” as the Cornerstone of “Inquiry”

Takashi Yamamoto

Introduction

I would like to introduce Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) as an influential figure for
Dewey’s thought. Emerson, nicknamed “the Concord Sage,” is known as the leader of the New
England Transcendentalism of the 19th century. In the United States, Emerson is the epitome
of the intellectual hero. It is no exaggeration to say that most Americans like him.

As Dewey himself admits, Hegel's influence on Dewey is significant in terms of
German idealistic philosophy. On the other hand, as Dewey himself often refers to Emerson
in his books, the New England Transcendentalists influence Dewey as a subclass of German
Idealist philosophy.

Although Dewey is known for his harsh criticism of Froebel's educational principles,
which is based on the Romantic view of children, the way he sees Emerson suggests that
Dewey has a favorable view of Emerson’s Romanticism. In short, Emerson is an exception even
though Dewey dislikes thinkers who speak illogically.

Why, then, is Emerson an exception? I believe this is not simply because of the fact
that Americans generally like Emerson, but because Emerson teaches us that Dewey’'s “quest”
theory is true. This was shown to Dewey not only through Emerson’s discourse, but also
through his very way of life. In a word, it is “self-reliance” and “self-culture” that is carried out

through this attitude.

Takashi Yamamoto (Professor, Okayama Prefectural University)

This paper is the manuscript of a presentation at the session “Thought Formation of John Dewey: Japanese
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I. The Philosopher of Democracy
(1) “Man Thinking”

Apart from being the “Saint of Concord,” Emerson is also known as “the Philosopher
of Democracy.” Although Emerson himself did not discuss “democracy” as a central theme, it
is significant that his thought attaches the word “democracy.”

In “The American Scholar” (1837), which would later be received as the “Intellectual
Declaration of Independence,” Emerson focused on the United States as a central theme.
However, by not discussing American freedom or democracy, he shows independence from the

historical context of the United States. Emerson uses the key phrase “Man Thinking.”

Man Thinking must not be subdued by his instruments. Books are for the scholar’s idle
times. When he can read God directly, the hour is too precious to be wasted in other

, . ) . L
men’s transcripts of their readings .

The opposite of this “Man Thinking” is the “bookworm.” Emerson despised attitudes
which lacked self-reliance in thought, which are enslaved to the conventions of the past, and
which do not accompany action. He expressed his vision of a society in which individuals
would be respected as individuals, rather than being subsumed into groups, as a result of the
development of self-reliance, especially among intellectuals, and the spread of this reliance
throughout society. This view of society was shared not only in the U.S. at that time, but also

in societies advocating democracy today.

Another sign of our times, also marked by an analogous political movement, is the
new importance given to the single person. Everything that tends to insulate the
individual—to surround him with barriers of natural respect, so that each man
shall feel the world is his, and man shall treat with man as a sovereign state with a

. . 2
sovereign state—tends to true union as well as greatness °.

While Emerson’s view of society thus emphasizes the individual, and how the
individual, separated from his or her surroundings, can form solidarity with others and
shape society is precisely related to the concept of ‘reason.” This is at the core of his

transcendentalist thought. The individual is cut off from his or her surroundings, but this is not

Emerson, R. W., “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.1, Boston
& New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, pp.88-91
* Ibid, p.113



an egoistic view of society in which there is no one else. The self-reliance required was also
different from simply being self-assertive.

Based on this view of society, Emerson’s plan for social reform was an individualistic
social reform through the improvement of the individual's moral character. In this case,
too, it was not the self-sufficient improvement of the individual, but the improvement of the

personality as a social being with ties to others.

(2) The “Great Reason” (“Over-Soult”) that Flows through the Psyche of the Individual
By the way, Emerson’s answer to the question of how democracy is possible is simple.
It is through the “Intuition” that people can have through being united by “Reason” (also
known as “Over-Soul”), which enables everyone to have a moral perception of the world. When
we hear the word “Reason,” we generally tend to limit it to one of the cognitive faculties of
modern philosophy, no matter how high we place it. Or, to put it more prosaically, we tend
to think of it as the power to control our senses and emotions. Emerson’s “Reason” is a more

multifaceted and multidimensional concept than this. He says:

---- that Unity, that Over-soul, within which every man'’s particular being is contained
and made one with all other; that common heart, of which all sincere conversation is

the worship, to which all right action is submission®.

Not only Emerson, but also the Transcendentalists explained their views of nature
and world by the notion that all things and events, including human beings, encompass the
spirit of God. In nineteenth-century America, the relationship between God and human beings
was basically separate. The subject-object “inseparability,” not only between God and man, is a

major feature of Emerson’s thought.

II. Criticism of Pulpit Philosophy and Philosophy of Life

Emerson’s view of “philosophy” is vividly expressed in his discussion of Plato in
“Representative Men” (1850). The Saxons and Romans are not only an honor and a disgrace
to mankind because they have failed to add even a single thought to Plato’s categories. He

had neither wife nor children, and the thinkers of all civilized nations are his descendants and

Emerson, R. W., “The Over-Soul,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.2, Boston & New
York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.269
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are colored by his spirit, while asserting that “Plato is philosophy, and philosophy, Plato” *
Emerson regarded Plato as a philosopher because Plato was “a man who lived philosophy” and
because of his attitude toward life. Emerson saw in Plato a way of searching for the “laws of
the mind,” the ideal, on the one hand, and the “order of nature,” the destiny, on the other, with

the former as the “one” and the latter as the “diversity” that he sought.

Plato, lover of limits, loved the illimitable, saw the enlargement and nobility which
come from truth itself and good itself, and attempted as if on the part of the human
intellect, once for all to do it adequate homage, homage fit for the immense soul to

receive, and yet homage becoming the intellect to render °.

The most positive feature of the world perception shaped by Plato’'s method of

intellectual inquiry, Emerson emphasizes, was the lack of a system. Emerson says,

He attempted a theory of the universe, and his theory is not complete or self-evident.
One man thinks he means this, and another that; he has said one thing in one place,
and the reverse of it in another place. He is charged with having failed to make the
transition from ideas to matter. Here is the world, sound as a nut, perfect, not the
smallest piece of chaos left, never a stitch nor an end, not a mark of haste, or botching,

or second thought; but the theory of the world is a thing of shreds and patches °.

As Emerson himself states, “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds” 7,
and his lectures and writings are also not consistent and “logical” in the sense that they are
difficult to understand. In his essays, too, the leaps of logic in his writing often disgust anyone
who reads them, but even with this in mind, we can still inwardly recognize the truthfulness of
his words.

The world of logic, which is constructed based on the real world, is only a part of the
real world constructed within the individual. The sharing of logic with others is possible only
when it is encoded in language. Since language does not express the whole of the real world

constituted within the individual, the logic expressed through language is only a part of the real

Emerson, R. W., “Representative Man,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.4, Boston &
New York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.40

> Ibid., p67

b Ibid., p.76

" Emerson, R. W, “Self-Reliance,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.2, Boston & New
York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.57



world, or experience, within the individual.

Life is our dictionary. Years are well spent in country labors; in town; in the insight
into trades and manufactures; in frank intercourse with many men and women; in
science; in art; to the one end of mastering in all their facts a language by which to

illustrate and embody our perceptions *.

Life-based thinking is always connected to action. It transcends the academic world
dominated by universities and books. By encouraging thinking in action, Emerson opened
“knowledge” to all people as consumers, and he respected the “knowledge” that is shared in

the living.

We have our theory of life, our religion, our philosophy; and the event of each moment,
the shower, the steamboat disaster, the passing of a beautiful face, the apoplexy of
our neighbor, are all tests to try our theory, the approximate result we call truth,
and reveal its defects. If I have renounced the search of truth, if I have come into the
port of some pretending dogmatism, some new church or old church, some Schelling
or Cousin, I have died to all use of these new events that are born out of prolific time
into multitude of life every hour. I am as a bankrupt to whom brilliant opportunities

offer in vain °.

This teaching by Emerson to value one’'s own theory of life, one’'s own way of life

according to one’s own beliefs, leads to his educational discourse.

. The Coincidence of “Learning” and “Living”

Emerson'’s literal view of education is presented in “Education” (1876).

I believe that our own experience instructs us that the secret of Education lies in
respecting the pupil. It is not for you to choose what he shall know, what he shall do.
It is chosen and foreordained, and he only holds the key to his own secret. By your

tampering and thwarting and too much governing he may be hindered from his end

8 Emerson, R. W., “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.1, p.87
Emerson, R. W., “Education,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.10, Boston & New
York, Houghton Mifflin, 1903-1904, pp132-133.
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and kept out of his own. Respect the child °.

This is the theoretical basis on which he bases the experience of learners in
educational settings. In the second half of the 19th century, compulsory schooling, which had
been open only to children of a limited class since antiquity, was introduced to all citizens in the
major countries of the time, leading to a renewal of the “one-size-fits-all” approach to education
in modern schools. This led to a renewal of the educational method of “uniform teaching” with
“uniform content” in modern schools. At the end of the 19th century, a worldwide movement
arose against this system from the standpoint of the “new education” . In the U.S., the
movement developed as a progressive educational movement led by Dewey, and in the history
of education, Emerson is positioned as the ideological origin of progressive education.

It is important to respect and to learn from the cultural heritage as experiences
accumulated by our predecessors in the long history of humankind. In the life given to an
individual, it is impossible, both in time and space, to directly experience all of the experiences
of our predecessors. Therefore, it also becomes necessary for teachers to teach effectively as
“minimum essentials,” an array of experiences that are useful and essential to the child.

Emerson’s view of nature as “a symbol of the spirit” is also a request for an attitude
of investigating external nature with one’s own spirit. I believe this can be a way of expressing
in one’s spirit an awareness accompanied by a sense of reality through a wholehearted and
sincere attitude toward the subject. The transcendentalists’ rhetoric that man and nature are
encompassed by God is true to their perception of nature. However, the true meaning is not
that truth is passively granted by the magic word “God,” but rather that the truth of one’s own
perception requires proactive efforts to reach the divine realm. Rather, it requires a proactive
effort until one’s own perception becomes true to the realm of the divine. Such recognition, of
course, cannot be achieved through borrowed knowledge from someone other than oneself, nor
can it be acquired only in the world of symbols, where experience is discarded. In this sense,
Emerson acknowledges the superiority of his own intuition as a sense of reality over the logic

presented by symbols.

He shall see that nature is the opposite of the soul, answering to it part for part. One
is seal and one is print. Its beauty is the beauty of his own mind. Its laws are the
laws of his own mind. Nature then becomes to him the measure of his attainments. So

much of nature as he is ignorant of, so much of his own mind does he not yet possess.

0 Ibid., pp.143-144



And, in fine, the ancient precept, “Know thyself” and the modern precept, “Study

» . 1
nature,” become at last one maxim .

Emerson’s statement can be interpreted in a Romanticist way, as an exaltation of the
poet’s intuition that the inner spirit of the individual is reflected in the outer nature. However,
the equation of “know thyself” and “study nature” in the last part of the quote, when put into
a theory in school education, is the starting point of problem-solving learning, which enables us
to perceive the things and events of the outer world in relation to ourselves through knowing
ourselves. Pedagogy since the modern era has repeatedly been advocating the importance
of thinking about one’s own situation and acquiring knowledge that is essential and useful to
oneself through the study of nature as direct experience, rather than through memorization of
indirect experience as symbols. American progressive education, as represented by Dewey, is
a representative of this type of methodological principle. American progressive education, as

represented by Dewey, is representative of this type of methodological principle.

IV. One’s Life Affirmation as a Premise of Pragmatism

Emerson’s self-based way of perceiving the world, as we have seen above, has often
been placed at the source of pragmatism. Although there is an affinity between pragmatism’s
subjective engagement with the object of cognition, or inquiry, and the transcendentalist
Emerson’s idea of self-trust, it is not enough to place it at the source of pragmatism. This is
because it is impossible to see the connection between the “provisional truth,” attitude of
pragmatist inquiry, and Emerson’s idea of self-trust. This is a problem related to the time

frame of subjective engagement with the object of self-trust.

Nor can he blink the freewill. To hazard the contradiction,-freedom is necessary. If
you please to plant yourself on the side of Fate, and say, Fate is all; then we say, a
part of Fate is the freedom of man. Forever wells up the impulse of choosing and
acting in the soul. Intellect annuls Fate. So far as a man thinks, he is free. And though
nothing is more disgusting than the crowing about liberty by slaves, as most men
are, and the flippant mistaking for freedom of some paper preamble like a “Declaration
of Independence,” or the statute right to vote, by those who have never dared to
think or to act, yet it is wholesome to man to look not at Fate, but the other way: the

practical view is the other. His sound relation to these facts is to use and command,

" Emerson, R. W, “The American Scholar,” The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.1, pp.97-98
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not to cringe to them

Emerson’s attitude toward facts is active and pioneering, and when viewed as a time
frame, it is variable and leaves room for coincidence, and his expression suggests that he rather
enjoys the indeterminacy of chance. The world is a dynamic, ever-present, ever-changing
object, and humans, as the subjects of perception, are also required to be dynamic.

It is one thing to choose a path that has already been trodden by others, but it is also
another thing to be caught up in convention. From the 1830s, however, Emerson repeatedly
emphasized the need for America to become spiritually independent from Europe by thinking
for itself, standing on its own two feet, and walking on its own two feet. The period between
the Civil Wars was a time of political and economic change, and although supported by the
optimistic ideas of “progress’ at the time, it remained difficult to predict the changes that
would take place now and in the future. The compass that would guide one’s life was not a
ready-made compass given by others, but a magnet that would allow one to make flexible
decisions in relation to one's environment according to circumstances. Emerson's philosophy

was a kind of gospel, a “doctrine of self-reliance,” that emerged at a time such as today.

Conclusion: The Certain Self as the Starting Point of “Inquiry”

I have discussed the reasons why Emerson’s method of cognition and educational
thought are positioned as the origin of pragmatism and why progressive educational theory
was developed, focusing on the way Emerson’s “knowledge” as a common philosopher.

In Human Nature and Conduct: An Introduction to Social Psychology (1922), Dewey,
in conjunction with his review of Emerson, expresses an unusually favorable assessment of

Romanticism.

But we also have a sneaking sympathy for the courage of an Emerson in declaring
that consistency should be thrown to the winds when it stands between us and the
opportunities of present life. We reach out to the opposite extreme of our ideal of
fixity, and under the guise of a return to nature dream of a romantic freedom, in
which all life is plastic to impulse, a continual source of improvised spontaneities and

novel inspirations. We rebel against all organization and all stability *.

2 Emerson, R. W., The Complete Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson, vol.9, Boston & New York, Houghton
Mifflin, 1903-1904, p.23

Dewey, J.. Human Nature and Conduct: An Introduction to Social Psychology, New York, Henry Holt &
Co., 1922, p.100.



In life, the standard of evaluation of thought and action is the adequacy of self-
controlled thought and action. If the theory of Deweyan inquiry is to grasp the self in relation
to the object in the particular situation and to govern the self, the unshakable self through self-
cultivation based on the self-reliance demanded by Emerson is the foundation of the individual
as thinking and acting subjects. Without the foothold of the unshakable, the recognition of an
indeterminate situation that is out of harmony as a problematic situation between the self and
the environment, which is the starting point of inquiry, cannot be established. In this sense,
Emerson’s self-cultivation based on self-realization was also the key to Dewey’s “inquiry.”

In this way, as has often been pointed out, Dewey not only sought the reason for his
respect for children in Emerson’s romantic expression as a poet, but also saw the prototype for
his “inquiry” theory in Emerson’s view of education, and it is possible to interpret that Dewey

Emerson was a theorist who guided actual educational practice.



Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and Japan (1):
Politics, Education, Art and Religion
— Dewey’s First Observations of Japan —

Takao Ito

1. About this session

John Dewey stayed in Japan for about two months from 9 February to 27 April
1919, and then in China for over two years from 30 April 1919 to 11 June 1921. This session
will examine Dewey’s philosophy and its significance based on Letters from China and Japan
(edited by Evelyn Dewey, 1920). These letters were written by Dewey and his wife Alice to
their daughters during this period.

At that time, Japan was in the so-called “Taisho Democracy” period. In the same
period, independence movements were rising both in Korea and China, namely the “March
First Movement™ and the “May Fourth Movement”. It could be said that Dewey's Letters from
China and Japan is one of valuable documents from this period when Japanese politics were
criticised both at home and abroad.

This session consists of four presentations presented by Naoyuki Yamada, Associate
Professor at Kansai University, Xing Liu, Assistant Professor at Hiroshima University, Masaki
Onuma, Ph.D from Beijing Normal University, and myself, Takao Ito, Professor at Soka
University. We will be dealing with Dewey'’s letters in four parts. Firstly, I will discuss the first
half of Dewey’s letters from Japan, then Mr. Yamada will discuss the second half. The first half

of Dewey’s letters from China will be handled by Mr. Liu, and the second half by Mr. Onuma.

2. About Letters from China and Japan

The book has an “Introduction” written by Dewey’s daughter, Evelyn. The summary
of her introduction is as follows: Dewey had always been interested in Japan and had a wish
to visit Japan. He then received the invitation to lecture at the Imperial University at Tokyo

from Japanese researchers such as Inazo Nitobe. Later, he was also invited to visit China by

Takao Ito (Professor, Faculty of Letters, Soka University)

This paper is the manuscript of a presentation at the session “Reading Dewey's Letters from China and
Japan” at the 1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education “Restoring Learning to Daily
Living: Global Citizenship and John Dewey” (22 October 2022, at Soka University).
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his student, Hu Tian. As he very much enjoyed his stay in China, he decided to extend his stay
there.!

As an overview, it could be said that Dewey saw the dangers of imperialism in
Japan and the possibilities of democracy in China during his visit to the two countries from
1919 onwards. However, the situation was more complicated when we look at the details.” He
took note of, not only the political situation and school education in Japan, but also the culture,
philosophy and religion of the Japanese people.

The theme of our international symposium is “Restoring Learning in Daily Life”. In
keeping with this theme, my interest is to find and trace Dewey’s philosophy in his daily life.
We can read Dewey’s unique way of observing matters around him and we can even find the
seeds of his later philosophy in those letters although most of them are insignificant reports of

his daily life.

3. Letters from 10 February to 20 March

The part assigned to me contains 14 letters, in the period from 10 February to 20
March. According to Hickman (2002), some were written by Dewey and others were by Alice,
but they were generally together in visiting places and meeting people. Below are the main
points I have listed from each letter to reveal how Dewey observed Japan. After the date of

each letter, the writer's name is noted in square brackets [ ] (“Dewey” refers to John Dewey).

Tokyo, Monday, February [10]. [Alice]

The day after arriving in Japan, Alice wrote, “if you want to see one mammoth,
muddy masquerade just see Tokyo to-day.”® The letter seems to convey that she had a strong
impression of the energy of Asia from sights such as terribly muddy streets and people
running energetically even though they were covered in mud in winter when it might have

been snowing.

Tuesday, February 11 (Tokyo). [Alice & Dewey]
In this letter Mr. and Mrs. Dewey state, ‘It is not fully true that the Japanese are

not interested in their history.”* At the time, the Deweys probably heard that the Japanese

Dewey, J.. Dewey, H. A. C., & Dewey, E., Letters from China and Japan, pp. v -vi.

For an overview of Dewey’s activities during his stay in Japan, see Dykhuizen (1973, Chapter 10), Miura
(1969) and Kitamura (2010), while Tsurumi (1952), Kasamatsu (2010), Hayakawa (2010) and Konishi (2012)
provide detailed information on Dewey’s criticism of Japanese politics.

Dewey, J., Dewey, H. A. C., & Dewey, E., Letters from China and Japan, p.1.

Y TIbid, p. 8.



were not interested in history and had simply become Europeanized. However, when the
Deweys actually came to Japan, they found that at least educated people were as interested
in Japan as they were in other countries. For example, they described that an “interest in the
tea ceremony ~ had been revived and a story of a millionaire who purchased a tea ceremony

utensil for 160,000 yen ($30,000) was heard.

Tokyo, Thursday, February 13. [Dewey]

On this day, Dewey met with a famous businessman called Eiichi Shibusawa.
Shibusawa was 80 years old at the time and the two men discussed labor problems in Japan.
According to Dewey, “he [Shibusawa] thinks the modern factory employers can be brought
to take the old paternal attitude to the employees and thus forestall the class struggle here.”*
Other information Dewey gathered from his surroundings was as follows: Japan had little

problems with labor and capital but the great wealth created by the war and the increasing

7

prosperity of the workers were beginning to change society (e.g. “labor unions”’ were then

authorized).

Tokyo, February [16 or 18]. [Alice]

The day before they wrote the letter as mentioned above, Dewey and his wife
visited an educator called Jinzo Naruse. Naruse was known for his promotion of female
education in Japan and he was on his deathbed from cancer at the time. While lying in bed,
Naruse conversed with them clearly and normally. Naruse and Dewey had met before in the
United States and Naruse had a respect for Dewey. Naruse passed away shortly after their
visit and the Deweys attended his funeral.

There was a Japanese woman who took care of the personal affairs of the Deweys,
and she asked Alice to teach her English after she offered to show her around the city. When
Alice asked her, “Do you go to church?” she replied, “I am not a Christian.” Alice wrote “what
a funny sound that has,”® recalling the conversation. Alice must have wondered why she was

not a Christian as this Japanese woman was a student at a Christian university and Nitobe's

secretary.

°  Ibid.

® Thid, p. 14.
T Ibid, p. 15.
& Ibid., p. 23.
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February 22 (Saturday) [Dewey]

Dewey visited Homei Elementary School, a school founded by Naruse. (Dewey
requested this visit to observe a class in order to see how far the points he raised in The
School and Society were feasible in Japan. Naruse was one of the most enthusiastic introducers
of Dewey's educational theory in Japan). Dewey was impressed when he saw children drawing
freely at this elementary school. “I never saw so much variety and so little similarity in
drawings and other hand work.”’ He was surprised to hear that children can memorize a
thousand Chinese characters by the age of ten, and noted that Japanese children are very
diligent.

At this elementary school, a welcome party was held for Mr. and Mrs. Dewey. They
firstly enjoyed a demonstration of flower arrangement, followed by a Koto (“a thirteen-stringed
harp that lies on the floor™") performance. Dewey wrote about the Koto player: “He is blind
and said to be the best player in Japan™ " and he played “Cotton Bleaching in the Brook” . This
player was Michio Miyagi who was 25 years old at the time. Miyagi had been famous as a Koto
virtuoso since his youth, and it was around this time that he made his debut as a composer.
Dewey was so impressed by Miyagi's playing. He also said that the sound of the Koto suited his
ears better than Western music. He also watched the old women's sword and spear exercises
and said, “T have an enormous respect now for the old etiquette and ceremonies regarded as
physical culture.” ™ This report typically expresses Dewey’s emphasis on holistic education that

incorporates physical exercise.

Tokyo, Friday, February 28. [Dewey & Alice]
In this letter, he observes that Japanese religious beliefs are in some ways similar to

traditional Italian Catholic ritualism, but Japanese beliefs are “slightly more naive.”"

Sunday Morning, March 2. [Dewey]

The day before he wrote this letter, Dewey gave his first lecture to teaching staff.
He wrote about his concern that there were 500 people in his audience but only 25 of them
were women (about 5%). After delivering the lecture, he attended a reception for the English

Speech Society of Japan (ESS), the driving force behind the ESS in Japan. Here, the president

’ Thid, p. 28.
" Thid, p. 29.
" Ibid.
' Thid.
¥ Tbid, p. 30.
" Tbid, p. 35.



of the association said that “when Japanese met for sociable purposes they were reserved and
stiff,”"® but “speaking English brought back the habits they got in America and thawed them
out.” " Dewey described this assertion as “an interesting psychological observation on the effect
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of language.”

Tokyo, Tuesday, March 4. [Alice]

This letter is an important record. According to Alice, “The representation in
elections here now does not seem to extend much further, if any, than to include those large
taxpayers who would under any system be a force in forming policy.”® Alice criticized the
fact that Japanese democracy was, after all, only for the wealthy. The other thing Alice was
very concerned about was male-centeredness in Japan. For example, new vocational schools
were designed only for men; 440 students were sent overseas but not even one of them was a
woman. ‘No women are mentioned in any of the new appropriation bills. Not even a mention of

the need for women.”"” These were some of the issues that Alice pointed out about Japan.

Tokyo, Tuesday, March 4. [Dewey]

Dewey heard a sermon given by Soyen Shaku, a Rinzai Buddhist monk. Shaku died
later that year. Dewey found his talk highly metaphysical. “He [the Reverend Shaku Soyen]
was more modern than Royce in one respect; he said God is the moral ideal in man and as man
develops the divine principle does also.”” One could say that Dewey felt something close to

what he later referred to as “a common faith”.

March 5. (Wednesday) [Dewey]|

Dewey wrote that major changes were taking place in Japan. However, he also
observed that this movement toward democracy would depend on how other countries behave.
This was because unless they act in accordance with peaceful and democratic declarations,
Japan's conservative bureaucrats and militarists would say, ‘Didn't we tell you so?” and react
to it. Dewey writes, ‘But if other countries, and especially our own, behave decently, the

democratizing here will go on as steadily and as rapidly as is desirable.””

% TIbid, p. 37.
% Ibid.

7 Thid.

¥ Ibid. p. 38.
¥ Tbid. p. 39.
% TIbid, p. 49.
“ Ibid, p. 52.
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Tokyo, Monday, March 10. [Dewey]

At this time, the “March 1 Movement™ had already taken place in Korea. Dewey
wrote that there were disagreements among Japanese missionaries because the independence
movement was initiated by Koreans in missionary schools. For example, some said, “they [the

* while others said, “it

activists] will bring Christianity into disrepute everywhere in Japan,”
will have a good effect in improving conditions, leading to foreign criticism and publicity, and

causing the Japanese to modify their colonial policy.”*

Tokyo, Thursday, March 14. [Dewey]

In this letter, Dewey writes about children in public schools. However, this is not
about a classroom visit, but rather a report on his impressions of children playing around the
school gate. He writes, “never yet have I seen a case of bullying or even of teasing.”* Dewey
also speculates that the Japanese are well educated at home as adults do not scold or curse

children in public and children have “amiable exterior and cheerfulness and courtesy.””

Tokyo, March 14th. (Thursday) [Alice]

Alice suddenly had to cancel her plans to go to a private kindergarten for their
Dolls’ Festival. Children at the kindergarten were disappointed to hear that and wrote her a
letter saying, “We made cakes and prepared for your coming and we were in the depths of
despair when you did not come. Please come another time.”” Alice was touched by this and

wrote that she would not be able to find such kindness in any other countries.

Tokyo, Thursday, March 20. [Dewey]

The day before, Dewey had heard a lecture on “Social Aspects of Shinto,”” which
stated that “Shinto is the official cult though not the established religion of Japan."* Dewey also
said, “On one side the Imperial Government is theocratic, and this is the most sensitive side,
so that historical criticism or analysis of old documents is not indulged in, the Ancestors being

Gods or the Gods being Ancestors.”” He is very observant about Shinto's relationship with the

* Tbid, p. 55.
# Tbid.

' Tbid, p. 58.
* Tbid, p. 59.
* Tbid, p. 63.
“ Tbid, p. 71.
* Thid.

# Tbid, p. 72.



Japanese politics.

4. What we can understand from Dewey’s letters

In conclusion, let me summarize the characteristics of Dewey’s first observation of
Japan (limited to the first half of his stay in Japan) from the above letters.

Dewey certainly took note of the immaturity of democracy and the problems of
education in Japan. However, he did not criticize them unilaterally. He said that the future of
democracy in Japan depends on the actions of other countries, including the United States. He
also noted that Japanese children are earnest, friendly, and creative.

More noteworthy than these, however, is Dewey’s interest in traditional Japanese
arts and religion. He was fascinated by the scales of the Koto and the movement of the long
sword performance. He also saw rationality in the Buddhist view of the world. On the other
hand, he criticized the lack of women's social advancement and the restriction of thought
through Shintoism. These perspectives can be seen in his later works such as Art as Experience
(1934) and A Common Faith (1934).

Dewey’s academic achievements during his visit to Japan were published in the form
of a series of lectures at Tokyo Imperial University, Reconstruction in Philosophy (1920), and in
reviews such as “Liberalism in Japan” (1919), which appeared in The Dial. Letters from China
and Japan 1s valuable as a record of his daily life that formed the basis of those of his public
discourse. Moreover, according to his daughter, Evelyn, since letters were private, they were
not intended for publication.” Because of that, by comparing Dewey's scholarly writings
with those of his private letters, we can get a glimpse of how his philosophical thought
was developed. It could be said that Dewey was trying to deepen his own philosophy while
expanding his own perspectives through detailed observations of the “daily life” of the
Japanese people.

However, Dewey's view of Japan was forced to change from a critical perspective,
mainly on the political side, during his month-long stay in Japan and especially during his
subsequent visit to China, where he stayed for two years. Mr. Yamada, Mr. Liu, and Mr.
Onuma will talk about how that happened through referring to the rest of Letters from China
and Japan.

Thank you very much for your attention.

* Tbid,, p. vi.
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Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and Japan (2):
John Dewey’s View of Japan’s Budding Democracy in 1919 from
March 27 to April 28

Naoyuki Yamada

1. Introduction

John Dewey’s visit to Japan was a far more revealing one than described by records
available in Japanese. He certainly recognized the limits of democracy in Japan in 1919, when
feudalism and monarchy still prevailed, but he also discovered the potential for a unique
Japanese democracy in the physicality and ethnicity of the country’s unique culture. This
not only promotes a comprehensive understanding of Dewey’s thought in his studies but also
supports the claim that the seeds of Japan's rapid democratization after World War II already
existed in the interwar period. This paper is an attempt to clarify the previously stated ideas
using 13 letters from March 27 to April 28, collected in Letters from China and Japan, as

evidence.

2. Introduction: The Features of the Letters (1)
John and Alice Dewey wrote letters to their children during their time traveling
in Japan and China. The 13 letters in question describe the latter part of their stay in Japan

traveling through Tokyo, Kamakura, Nara, and Kyoto.

3. Introduction: The Features of the Letters (2)
Both John and Alice wrote about their experiences. According to Hickman, who edited

the letters, the following is a list showing who wrote each letter:

March 27, 1919, Kamakura, Dewey April 1, 1919, Tokyo, Alice
March 28, 1919, Kamakura, Dewey April 1, 1919, Tokyo, Dewey

Naoyuki Yamada (Associate Professor at Kansai University)

This paper is based on my presentation given at the session “Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and
Japan” at the 1st International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education "Restoring Learning to Daily
Living: Global Citizenship and John Dewey" (22 October 2022, at Soka University). The original PowerPoint
file can be found in the Appendix.
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April 2, 1919, Tokyo, Dewey & Alice  April 15, 1919, Kyoto, Alice

April 4, 1919, Tokyo, Dewey (?) April 19, 1919, Kyoto, Alice
April 8, 1919, Tokyo, Dewey April 22, 1919, Kyoto, Dewey
April 12, 1919, Nara, Alice April 28, 1919, Ship, Alice
April 15, 1919, Kyoto, Dewey % Dewey = John Dewey

4. Introduction: The Features of the Letters (3)

Alice’s letters are characterized by detailed descriptions of everyday life activities,
such as shopping and eating, while Dewey’s letters locate the characteristics of the Japanese
people they meet within events and world affairs at the time. For example, he addresses

Japanese public opinion and makes the following statement:

There is a great anti-American drive on now; seems to be largely confined to
newspapers, but also stimulated artificially somewhat, presumably by the militaristic
faction, which has lost more prestige in the last few months than in years, with a

. . . . 1
corresponding gain in liberal sentiment.

5. Introduction: The Dewey Perspective (1)

One of the key works that reveal how Dewey perceives Japan is his essay Liberalism
in Japan, which was part of The Dial, a compilation of essays, in 1919. One of the few articles
that examine the letter in Japanese, which is the subject of this presentation, states that “Dewey
saw the growth of democracy in Japan as being hindered by Germanism’ (p. 24), referring
to Liberalism in Japan. In other words, Japan had its own budding democracy, but, following
the example of Germany (considered an adversary in World War I), it “created a constitution
that did not make the people sovereign, and a nationwide primary education designed to
make the young Japanese docile” (p. 26), so that “secondary and higher education was also the
combination of these factors,” which Dewey concluded, “curtailed the progress of liberalism”

(p. 26).

6. Introduction: The Dewey Perspective (2)
Indeed, the democracy that Dewey aspired to was not very compatible with Japan
at the time, where monarchy and militarism prevailed. This can be seen from the audience of

his lectures at Tokyo Imperial University which started with 1,000 attendees on the first day,

' John Dewey. Letters from China and Japan (Kindle No.591-595). E. P. Dutton Company. Kindle.
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fell to 500 on the third day, and dropped to only 30-40 on the last day. Japan was strongly
influenced by German idealism, so Dewey's ideas must have been difficult to accept. In 1915, in
German Philosophy and Politics, Dewey historically positioned and criticized German militarist
and imperialist nationalism.

In addition, the letter also describes Japan's own form of democracy and its affinity

with Dewey'’s ideas. This is probably due to Dewey’s approach to and view of Japan. He states:

On the whole, America ought to feel sorry for Japan, or at least sympathetic with it,
and not afraid. When we have so many problems it seems absurd to say they have
more, but they certainly have fewer resources, material and human, in dealing with
theirs than we have, and they have still to take almost the first step in dealing with
many of them. It is very unfortunate for them that they have become a first-class
power so rapidly and with so little preparation in many ways; it is a terrible task for

them to live up to their position and reputation and they may crack under the strain’

Unlike academia and industry in Japan, Dewey felt there were still many other
systems that were not rapidly modernizing. However, Dewey viewed many elements of the

traditional Japanese culture favorably.

7 . Question

This paper will focus on how Japan's budding democracy, as described by Dewey,
was based on the principle of “living with others.” What possibilities did Dewey envision for
Japanese society at the time? To approach this question and introduce the general features of

the letters and the relevant passages, text mining is used.

8. The Nature of the Letters: The Letter Dated March 27

The word cloud shown on slide 8 of the presentation highlights the main themes
of Dewey's letters. Negative language is also prevalent in his letter dated March 27, such as
militarism, in line with the deterioration of Japanese feelings toward the US and the UK, as

introduced earlier.

9. The Letter Dated March 28

The following day, on March 28, Dewey and his wife enjoy a visit to the tourist

2 John Dewey. Letters from China and Japan (Kindle No0.629-635). E. P. Dutton Company. Kindle.
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destination of Kamakura. There they learn a lot about seafood dishes and provide other

descriptive information.

10. The Letter Dated April 1 (1)
On April 1, Alice writes a letter with some interesting descriptions, including being

able to see the emperor in person. John writes about a visit to a Judo hall.

11. The Letter Dated April 1 (2)
In his letter about Judo, Dewey mentions Alexander who influenced his philosophy, as

well as traditional Japanese physical techniques and etiquette that had taken root in the army:

My other experience that I have not written about is seeing Judo. The great Judo
expert is president of a normal school, and he arranged a special exhibition by experts
for my benefit, he explaining the theory of each part of it in advance. ---It is really an

art.

Tell Mr. Alexander to get a book by Harrison—a compatriot of his—out of the library,
called “The Fighting Spirit of Japan.” It is a journalist’s book, not meant to be deep,

but is interesting and said to be reliable as far as it goes.”

I noticed at the Judo the small waists of all these people; they breathe always from
the abdomen. (--*) In the army they have an indirect method of getting deep breathing

which really goes back to the Buddhist Zen teaching of the old Samurai.'

12. The Letter Dated April 4 (1)
In a letter written on April 4, we can see more of Dewey’s appreciation of traditional

culture, in this case, theater.
13. The Letter Dated April 4 (2)
Dewey was impressed by the plays performed by a well-known actor of the time

named Ganjiro. His graceful behavior and physicality are described in a letter as follows:

You will never realize what the human hand and arm can do until you see this.

* John Dewey. Letters from China and Japan (Kindle No. 731-733). E. P. Dutton Company. Kindle.
* John Dewey. Letters from China and Japan (Kindle No. 733-735). E. P. Dutton Company. Kindle.
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He can do an animal’s motions without any clawing—as graceful and lithe as a cat.

14. The Letter Dated April 8 (1)
In his letter dated April 8 Dewey describes his visit to the Imperial Theater and

enjoys another hanami (cherry blossom viewing). He observes people’s daily lives.

15. The Letter Dated April 8 (2)

Dewey states:

There are few external signs of a change, but Japan is nearly in the condition she was
in during the first years of contact and opening up of things fifty or so years ago, so
far as the mental readiness for change is concerned, and the next few years may see

rapid social changes?’

This portrayal focuses on the inner lives of the people. Dewey, who visited Japan for
the primary purpose of traveling rather than to give lectures, seems to have devoted time and

effort to observing the people of the city, as he intended.

16. The Letter Dated April 15 (1)

On April 15, the Deweys visited Kyoto, where Dewey greatly enjoyed sightseeing.

17. The Letter Dated April 15 (2)
It could be said that Dewey was largely impressed by Japan's view of nature as he

wrote “the earth is paradise now~ describing the seasonal changing color of the leaves.

18. The Letter Dated April 22 (1)
In his last letter dated April 22, also from Kyoto, Dewey enjoys visiting a school. The
school welcomes him by playing Japanese drums and raising the American flag. However, even

here, Dewey finds Japan compliant toward Germany.

19. The Letter Dated April 22 (2)

Dewey states:

5

John Dewey. Letters from China and Japan (Kindle No.857-859). E. P. Dutton Company. Kindle.
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The machines were old, German, and out of date. In fact, it all looked as if it had been
worked off on them second hand by some Germans who did not want them ever to

amount to anything.’

Perhaps an important topic related to this presentation is the description of the
banquet after leaving the school. Dewey states that Alice would be the only woman to attend
that banquet and mentions the exploits of the oppressed but able women in Japan. On April
28, Alice writes on board a ship bound for China, which is the final entry covered in the

presentation.

20. Conclusion

This paper attempts to rediscover Dewey's findings, which can be viewed as a
concrete embodiment of social democracy, such as the physical culture that survived the
modernization of Japan at the time. Dewey discovered the etiquette of the Japanese people,
“samurai” culture, the roots of Judo and the modernized army, and the graceful, nimble

movements preserved in theater.

21. Implications of the Conclusion

Therefore, if the Japanese physical culture that survived the modern era, as Dewey
saw it, was still alive after World War 1II, it shows that the rapid democratization of Japan
from that point onwards was not brought about solely by external imposition. This perspective

will be useful as a viewpoint to analyze the present day and these letters demonstrate this.
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Appendix

John Dewey's view of Japan's budding
democracy in 1919
From March 27 to April 28.

Naoyuki Yamada
Kansai University

2022.10.22.

[Parallel Sessions 3] On John Dewey’s “Letters from China and Japan"
International Symposium on Global Citizenship Education @ SOKA University

1. Introduction: Features of the letters (1)

* My area covered a total of 13 letters. These were
written during their travels in Tokyo, Kamakura,
Nara and Kyoto. %

Kamakura
Kanagawa)

3

1. Introduction: Features of the letters (2)

27 March 1919, Kamakura, Dewey
28 March 1919, Kamakura, Dewey
1 April 1919, Tokyo, Alice

1 April 1919, Tokyo, Dewey

2 April 1919, Tokyo, Dewey & Alice
4 April 1919, Tokyo, Dewey (?)

8 April 1919, Tokyo, Dewey

12 April 1919, Nara, Alice

15 April 1919, Kyoto, Dewey
15 April 1919, Kyoto, Alice
19 April 1919, Kyoto, Alice
22 April 1919, Kyoto, Dewey
28 April 1919, Ship, Alice

3 Dewey=John Dewey

1. Introduction: Features of the letters (3)

Alice's letters are characterized by detailed descriptions of everyday
life, such as shopping and eating, whilst Dewey's letters locates the
characteristics of the Japanese people they meet within current
events and world affairs. For example, he addresses Japanese public
opinion and makes the following statement:

There is a great anti-American drive on now, seems to be largely
confined to newspapers, but also stimulated artificially
somewhat, presumably by the militaristic faction, which has lost
more prestige in the last few months than in years, with a
corresponding gain in liberal sentiment.

1. Introduction: The Dewey's perspective

« John Dewey, “Liberalism in Japan” originally in the Dial, Oct. 4, 1919,
compiled in John Dewey, Characters and Events (New York: Henry Holt
and Company, 1929, pp.168-169.)

* “Dewey saw the growth of democracy in Japan as being hindered by
Germanism” (Kitamura 2010, p.24

* In other words, Japan had its own budding democracy, but, following the
example of Germany (which was supposed to have been an adversary in
World War 1), it "created a constitution that did not make the people
K ign, and a nati, ide primary ed ion designed to make the
young Japanese docile" (p. 26), so that "secondary and higher education
was also the combination of these factors, " which Dewey concluded,
curtailed the progress of liberalism (p.26).

6

1. Introduction: The Dewey’s perspective (2)

 Itis true that the democracy that Dewey aspired to was not very
compatible with Japan at the time, where monarchy and militarism
prevailed.

* InJapan, which was strongly influenced by German idealism. Dewey's ideas
must have been difficult to accept. In 1915, in German Philosophy and
Politics, Dewey historically positioned and criticized German militarist and
imperialist nationalism.

On the whole, America ought to feel sorry for Japan, or at least
sympathetic with it, and not afraid. When we have so many problems it
seems absurd to say they have more, but they certainly have fewer
resources, material and human, in dealing with theirs than we have,
and they have still to take almost the first step in dealing with many of
them. It is very unfortunate for them that they have become a first-class
power so rapidly and with so little preparation in many ways, it is a
terrible task for them to live up to their position and reputation and

they may crack under the strain.
6
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2. Question

* What aspects of Japan’s budding democracy did Dewey see?

* What possibilities did Dewey envision for Japanese society at
the time?

i)
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3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 27 March
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deterioration of Japanese feelings towards the US
and the UK, as introduced earlier.

3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 28 March

terrible  soupy

condition i constitutionalism

abalone
absurd unfortunate  sacred
statesman sympathetic bury restaurant
intimate gjx qooor oldest course !
sightseeing crack f | day one meet f. imperial goaeed
il
P eel | oW count

iberal  ancestor |jtt|e eat
Japanese take |ate wrap gO -

deal count morrow

way

Here we see that he is enjoying his trip.
On this day they visit the tourist destination of Kamakura,
where they learn a lot about seafood dishes and other

descriptive information.
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3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 1 April
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* Here he i who also i Dewey's phil as well as
traditional Japanese physical techniques and etiquette that had taken root in the
army.

My other experience that I have not written about is seeing Judo. The great Judo
expert is president of a normal school, and he arranged a special exhibition by
experts for my benefit, he explaining the theory of each part of it in advance. ...It is
really an art.

Tell Mr. Alexander to get a book by Harrison—a compatriot of his—out of the
library, called "The Fighting Spirit of Japan." It is a journalist's book, not meant to
be deep, but is interesting and said to be reliable as far as it goes.

I noticed at the Judo the small waists of all these people; they breathe always from
the abdomen. ~(...) In the army they have an indirect method of getting deep
breathing which really goes back to the Buddhist Zen teaching of the old Samurai.

12

3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 4 April
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13

Dewey was impressed by the plays performed by a well-
known actor of the time named Ganjiro. Above all, he was
impressed by Ganjiro's graceful behaviour and physicality,
described in a letter as follows.

You will never realize what the
human hand and arm can do until
you see this.

He can do an animal's motions
without any clawing—as graceful
and lithe as a cat. He is a son of an
old man Ganjiro.

14

3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 8 April
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On this day, as in the previous one, we visit the Imperial
Theatre and enjoy another hanami (cherry blossom viewing).

Observing people's daily lives.

15

There are few external signs of a change, but Japan
is nearly in the condition she was in during the first
years of contact and opening up of things fifty or so
years ago, so far as the mental readiness for
change is concerned, and the next few years may
see rapid social changes.

This portrayal focuses on the inner lives of the people,
rather than superficial changes. Dewey, who visited
Japan for the primary purpose of travelling rather than to
give lectures, seems to have devoted time and effort to
observing the people of the city, as he intended.

16

3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 15 April
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The letter dated 15 April written in Kyoto.
It is the longest letter | have handled, and Dewey greatly

enjoyed the sightseeing.

17

The weather and the spring time are superb.
Cherry blossoms were gone when we got
here, but the young leaves of the maples are
lovely green or red and the whole earth is
paradise now. The hills are nearer than in
Florence, the mountains higher, so that Kyoto
has every natural beauty.
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3. The nature of the letters:
Letter dated 22 April
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19

Dewey finds Japan compliant towards Germany.

The machines were old, German and out of date. In fact, it
all looked as if it had been worked off on them second hand
by some Germans who didn't want them ever to amount to

anything.

Perhaps more important to this presentation is the
description of the banquet after she leaves school. Dewey
states that Alice would be the only woman to attend that
banquet, and mentions the exploits of the oppressed, but
able, women in Japan.

20

4. Conclusion

Dewey stated that "You would be surprised to see how free from all
affectations this country has remained” and that " There is a social
democracy here that we do not know”.

My presentation was an attempt to rediscover Dewey's findings,
which can be viewed as the concrete embodiment of this social
democracy.

One of these is the physical culture that survived the modernization
of Japan at the time. Dewey discovered the etiquette of the Japanese
people, the “samurai” culture, which is the base of judo and the
modernized army, as well as the graceful, nimble movements

preserved in theatre.
n

21

5. Implications of the conclusions

If the Japanese physical culture that survived
the modern era, as Dewey saw it, was still
alive after the Second World War, it shows
that the rapid democratization of Japan from
that point onwards was not brought about
solely by external imposition.

This perspective may also be useful as a
viewpoint to analyze the present day and
these letters will reflect on it.

22
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Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and Japan (3):
A Study of Dewey’s Surroundings During His Shanghai Days

Xing Liu

On April 30th, 1919, the Deweys arrived in Shanghai by liner Kumano Maru (REEFH.).
This event is repeatedly mentioned in articles of nowadays, while, few have asked why the
Deweys took this liner and why he came to Shanghai, rather than any other city. In fact, there
were some interesting historical reasons that influenced Dewey’s choices and his experiences
during his time in Shanghai also reflected many of the characteristics of the time, and these
characteristics had a significant impact on Dewey’s subsequent two years in China. This study

will focus on some social surroundings of John Dewey during his Shanghai time.

1. Shanghai: Dewey’s entrance into China

The Kumano Maru, on which the Deweys sailed, was launched in 1901 and served for
the Japanese Navy at Yokosuka Naval District and Sasebo Naval District until 1918. Then it
was converted to civilian use, and on October 26th, 1918, the 2,873-ton Kumano Maru officially
started its service between Kobe and Shanghai (via Moji). Thus, when the Deweys went
aboard, it was a brand-new and luxurious liner that had only been in service for about six
months.

At that time, the routes between China and Japan were mainly the Shanghai and
Shandong (Dalian or Tsingtao) routes (Matsuura, 2020, p.2.). 1919 saw the end of World War
I, and during the war, Japan and Germany had just fought a fierce war in Tsingtao and the
political situation in Shandong was not at peace. According to the records of Japanese maritime
history, there were also several incidents of Japanese ships being blown up by German fish

torpedoes even until 1918 and a freighter named Tokuyama Maru(filli}L) sank on August
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2nd, 1918 (Wakimura & Yamagata, 2003, p.128.). Considering the situation mentioned above,
the only suitable route for the Deweys is the Shanghai one. They departed Kobe on April 27th
1919 and arrived in Shanghai three days later. Two years later, when a famous Japanese writer
Rytnosuke Akutagawa (Fr)II1FEZ4T) came to visit China, his experience aboard was almost
the same. It took him two days from Moji to Shanghai and according to Akutagawa, it was so
fast (Akutagawa, 1925, p.1.).

Therefore, Hu Shi needed to go south early from Peking to wait for the Deweys in
Shanghai. According to Hu Shi's letter to the president of Peking University, Cai Yuanpei
(Z55cH5) on May 3rd, 1919, “Dr. Dewey and his wife arrived in Shanghai at noon on the 30th.
Jiang Menglin GF%58%), Tao Xingzhi (F47%1) and I met them at the pier and sent them to
live in the villa of Cangzhou. I asked them to take a look at Shanghai in the next few days.
Last night, I gave a lecture on the basic ideas of pragmatism at the Educational Association,
which I took as an introduction to Dewey’s lecture tomorrow. He has two lectures, today and
tomorrow. On the 5th, he will go to Hangzhou for a visit, and Jiang accompanied him. Mr. Jing
Hengyi (#H), a representative of the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association, came to
welcome him yesterday. Dewey will stay in Hangzhou for about four or five days and give
only one lecture. After returning to Shanghai, he will stay for one or two days and then go
to Nanjing. He will probably stay there for about two weeks and then come to Peking.” (Pan,
2018, p.358)

Hu Shi's plan was largely realized. It is noteworthy that from the very beginning,
Shanghai was reflected in Dewey's eyes as a modern and big city. In his first letter to his
family from China, Dewey said that “We have slept one night in China, but we haven't any
first impressions, because China hasn't revealed itself to our eyes as yet. Mamma compares it
to Detroit Michigan, and except that there is less coal smoke, the description hits it off. This
is said to be literally an international city:--" (Dewey & Dewey, 1920, p.147) From then on,
Dewey was going to be greeted with a huge wave of welcome in Shanghai, while all of them

were under the organization of a local educational association.

2. Freedom of Association, Another Factor

Dewey’s first lecture in China was the Education of Democracy, which he delivered to
his Shanghai audience on May 3rd, and it was organized by the Jiangsu Provincial Educational
Association (JLEFA¥THEZ). According to Hu Shi's letter mentioned above, Hu gave an
introductory lecture for the members of the association before Dewey’s. As an eager discipline,

Hu “took a thirty-six hour trip from Peking to meet” (Hickman, 2002, No. 03898) Dewey, but he

needed local people in Shanghai to help him plan Dewey's activities. This is the reason why the
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educational association played an active role during the whole process.

Founded in 1905, the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association was a famous local
educational society which was to promote modern education in China. It emerged from the
rising tide of freedom of association in the late Qing Dynasty, whose participants, such as Zhang
Jian (3£%%) and Tang Wenzhi (FF3Cif), either had great wealth or high academic reputation
and were powerful celebrities not only in Jiangsu Province but also across China. The younger
officers of this association, such as Huang Yanpei (#%:%%), Shen Enfu (JLE%), and Yu
Rizhang (43HE), were in their prime and were very capable of handling this kind of affairs.
The freedom of association was admitted only in the late years of Qing Dynasty and most of
them were commercial societies at first. As the Law for Local Autonomy ([WEE40H7T H IG5
#]) was issued in 1909 by the Qing Government, these societies enjoyed more autonomy to
develop themselves. Although at first this association was only considered as an educational
administrative auxiliary group, as the social environment changed, especially after the Republic
of China, the social atmosphere became more open, the influence of the Jiangsu Provincial
Educational Association reached its climax and its influence spread to the whole country.

It is worth noting that the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association was located in
Shanghai, the most international city in China (Bergere, 2009, Chapter 7), and its members
focused on international collaboration after the Republic of China. On October 9th, 1914, the
Association set up an “Intercultural Department” within it, which was responsible for contacting
foreigners in Southern China, including people from the YMCA, the Protestant Churches, and
some from the secular school system. Since 1912, members of the Jiangsu Provincial Educational
Association organized several overseas educational visits, including, in 1913-1914, Yu Ziyi
(fi1F5%) went to the United States to join Chen Rong (Ffi%%) and Guo Bingwen (3F5F32) to study
education in Europe and the United States; in 1915, the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce
organized an industrial visit to the United States, and Huang Yanpel accompanied the group
to study the industry and education there; in 1917, Huang and others went to Japan and South-
eastern Asia, focusing on the education in the American colony of the Philippines. It is well known
that Chinese education since the late Qing Dynasty has basically imitated the Japanese system,
but also introduced western educational ideas such as Johann Friedrich Herbart through the
writings of Japanese scholars. Members of the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association had
always considered those Japanese scholars as second-hand and low-quality, so they wanted to
cross the Japanese medium and introduce European and American educational ideas directly.
This is the reason why they did so many overseas visits. As early as 1913, Huang Yanpei
wrote a famous article entitled “The Adoption of the Educational Ideas of Pragmatism”

expecting to improve education with pragmatic ideas, strengthening experiments in elementary
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schools, enhancing students’ hand word abilities, etc. Of course, this “pragmatic” approach
of Huang Yanpei was probably not an original one of Dewey’'s and he mixed it with his own
ideas about vocational training. In other words, it was quite far from Dewey’s theory (Liu,
2022, p.215). However, at that time, Huang was already ahead of his time. And it is not hard to
imagine how excited Huang was when Dewey finally came to Shanghai, China in 1919. Dewey
was absolutely supported by the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association, and the strong
strength of the Association would undoubtedly provide an important guarantee for the far-
reaching spread of Dewey’s ideas. From this perspective, one has to admit that it was Dewey’s

great fortune that he started his Chinese tour from Shanghai.

3. Newspapers and Magazines: The Power of Modern Media

One of the most important guarantees that the Jiangsu Provincial Educational
Association could offer is the modern media. Dewey could be considered almost a favorite
among the Chinese newspapers, magazines, and journals during his 1919-1921 visit. The New
Education (Fr#H), Vol. 1, No. 3, is a special issue on Dewey, introducing Dewey’s philosophy,
educational ideas, and various other related fields. It was basically a collective work of Hu Shi
and Dewey’s lectures in Shanghai. This was a very early and comprehensive introduction to
Dewey’s ideas. But what is more noteworthy is that 7he New Education was supported by the
Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association.

The organizing group for The New Education was the Chinese New Education
Society. This society was founded in 1918 and it seemed to be a national society because it
was named “Chinese” , and it was under the auspices of the Jiangsu Provincial Education
Association, Peking University, Nanjing Higher Normal School, Chi-Nan Institute (¥ ®i2H),
and Chinese Association of Vocational Education. While in fact, Cai Yuanpei, the president of
Peking University, entrusted Zhang Jian as his agent in this society, and the representatives
of the other organizations were all members of the Jiangsu Provincial Education Association
(Xu, 2021, p.142). Therefore, the Chinese New Education Society was essentially an expanded
organization of the Jiangsu Provincial Education Association, which aimed at some national
reforms in education. In February 1919, the Society launched a journal 7he New Education,
with a slogan that “stands for individual development and social progress” . Its editor, Jiang
Menglin - a graduate of Columbia University - was also a member of the Jiangsu Provincial
Education Association. Thus, when the New Education launched its special issue on Dewey, it
was still essentially the Jiangsu Provincial Education Association’s support for Dewey.

The social network that extended from the Jiangsu Provincial Education Association

was much broader. Members of the Association, such as Bao Gongyi (‘W2A%%)and Zhuang
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YuCHEAr), had already been employed in institutions such as the Shanghai Times and the
Commercial Press (B F1E4E) in Shanghai. And Dewey's activities were also very close to
these institutions. The next day Dewey arrived in Shanghai, he was taken to the Commercial
Press, and Dewey was told that it is “the biggest printing house in the east” , and it “prints
most of the textbooks and everything else, including money for the Republic” (Hickman,
2002, No. 03898). The Deweys also took a picture with Hu Shi and Tao Xingzhi at Shun Pao
Newspaper (H#t), and it has been reprinted quite a lot in recent years.

Almost one year later, in an April 22nd, 1920 letter to John Jacob Coss, Dewey said
that “Suh Hu and a few others are very anxious to modernize the university and to do means
not only getting teachers but material in shape. He is anxious to have me give a course in
the interpretation of the history of western philosophy, which can become for a while a kind
of standard basis for that subject. The largest publishing house in China has recently made
arrangements by the way for extensive translations, rather specially in philosophy. Suh Hu and
Monlin Chiang, a Teachers College man, and Chancellor Tsai of the University are the board of
editors.” (Hickman, 2002, No.04884) It is evident that Hu Shi had a much larger academic plan
at that time and the cooperation with the Commercial Press was very important, although,
for various reasons this plan has not yet been realized, Dewey's contact with the Commercial
Press continued.

One of the central benefits of having these extremely enthusiastic people occupying
key positions in Chinese media was that Dewey’s speeches often appeared in full pages in their
original form in various newspapers and magazines so that ordinary readers were not only
aware of the visit of an American philosopher and educator name Dewey but were also able to
directly appreciate his ideas when just picking up a piece of newspaper. This was very rare at
that time. For example, on May 4th, 1919, the first lecture of Dewey at the Jiangsu Provincial
Education Association was comprehensively introduced in the Shun Pao Newspaper, with
special emphasis on the need to promote both science and democracy in education, and the
second lecture of Dewey was reported in details in the following day's Shkun Pao Newspaper,
introducing Dewey’s pragmatic education, which aimed at enabling children to adequately cope
with the realities of society. In addition to this, the magazines in the hands of these younger
scholars, such as the New Education, published Dewey’s speech in a comprehensive manner,
regardless of the length of the article. This made Dewey’s ideas available to most people. This
is the reason why Dewey made a joke to his family that “can you wonder I hate to leave a
country where educational lectures are treated as news?  (Hickman, 2002, No. 03964) before
his final departure.

An interesting and contrasting example is that despite the official invitation from the

—115—



Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and Japan (3):A Study of Dewey’s Surroundings During His Shanghai Days

Japanese side, the content of Dewey’s lectures was never made public to the general public,
but was confined to the small circle of philosophical studies at Tokyo Imperial University. This

made Dewey’s influence in Japan very limited during the same period.

4. Conclusion

No one can doubt the magnitude of Dewey's influence on modern education in China,
but it is worth noting that this great influence was promoted by several historical factors.
From the moment he arrived in Shanghai, there were a lot of factors that influenced his visit
to China, directly or indirectly. The global and open environment of Shanghai, the positive
development of the Jiangsu Provincial Educational Association, and the burgeoning of modern

media in China at the time created space for Dewey to broaden his influence.
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Reading Dewey’s Letters from China and Japan (4):
Exploration of Dewey’s Impression in China
With His Letters and His Book

Masaki Onuma

John Dewey had been staying in China from 1919 to 1921. During this period, he
wrote letters to his daughter about his life in China. According to his letters, surly he enjoyed
staying in China with observing Chinese culture, politics and life styles.

According to Kawashiri (2009, cited in Mori, 1992), Dewey was supposed to stay in
China for only two to three weeks. However, the period of his staying in China was much
longer than that. There is a great question; what caused Dewey to change his mind? This
study explores the possible reason why he extended his period of stay through exploring his
letters and his book of Democracy and Education.

Reviewing the reading materials of Dewey’s, it can be presumed that Dewey might
be impressed by Chinese grass-root activity. In fact, when he was in China on June 20th, 1919,
he wrote his letter that “To think of kids in our country from fourteen on, taking the lead in
starting a big cleanup reform politics movement and shaming merchants and professional men
into joining them. This is sure some country.” (Dewey, 1920, p. 247)

This study first discusses modern Chinese history and the New Culture Movement
which were background of caused the activity. Then, it discusses his letters and his book to

explore the reasons that Dewey changed his mind.

<Background 1: Chinese modern history>

China had undergone severe experiences in 18-19th century. The first to be noticed is
First Opium War in 1842. It occurred between China and UK., and China ceded Hong Kong to
UK. Continuously in 1844, China signed the Treaty of Aigun which China ceded the land north

of the Amur River to Russia. Second Opium War happened in 1860: UK. and French forces
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looted Beijing and burned down the Old Summer Palace located in the Beijing. In Sino-French
War in 1884, French colonized Vietnam. Moreover, in 1895, first Sino-Japanese War occurred
and China signed the Treaty of Shimonoseki that China ceded to Japan Penghu, Taiwan and
the Liaodong Peninsula. In 1900, the Battle of Peking broke out. Eight-Nation Alliance
(Germany, Japan, Russia, Britain, France, the United States, Italy, and Austria-Hungary)
conquered Beijing. The treaty required China to pay an indemnity of $335 million (over $4
billion in current dollars) plus interest over a period of 39 years.

In 1912, Nanjing Provisional Government of the Republic of China started, Sun Yat-
Sen became Provisional President. While later, Chinese traditional government which was
Qing Dynasty corrupted. China wasn't able to maintain imperial system which had reigned
more than two-thousand years under this struggled situation. In 1913, Yuan Shikai took over
the position of President and he governed China with a couple of military groups. Ironically,
since Yuan was eager to be the emperor, he announced that he was the emperor. In addition,
he took out a huge foreign loan without parliament’s consent. In 1916, Yuan Shikai's death, a
couple of military groups ruled China.

In 1914, World War I broke out. In 1915, Japan issued the Twenty-One Demands
to the Republic of China, including demands for territory in Shandong, Manchuria and Inner
Mongolia, and rights of extraterritoriality for Japanese citizens in China. In 1918 World War I
ended. In 1919, Paris Peace Conference was held. Chinese people were all struggled under this

turbulent period caused by Great Powers of the world.

<Background 2: The New Culture Movement>

In order to overcome the harsh situation, Chinese Great Writers enlightened Chinese
people. They criticized classical Chinese ideas and promoted a new culture based upon
progressive, modern and western concepts, such as democracy and science.

Chen Duxiu published the magazine of “New Youth” which was debating the causes
of China's weakness as well as blaming on Confucius culture. Hu Shih, who studied at Columbia
University under Dewey, promoted Written Vernacular Chinese which referred to forms of
written Chinese based on spoken Chinese, instead of Classical Chinese. Lu Xun published “A
madman’s diary”, “The True Story of Ah Q" etc., and insisted that people’s ignorance caused
miserable results. The movement was launched by Chinese intellectuals. They promoted new
soclety and they impacted on youth, especially university students dramatically. To overcome

the difficulties of China, The New Culture Movement was led by Chinese Great Writers.
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<Background 3: China after 1919>

In January 1919, Paris Peace Conference was held in order to inaugurate the
international settlement of the World War 1. The Treaty of Versailles decided to allow Japan
to retain territories in Shandong that had been surrendered to Germany. On May 4th, 1919, the
May Fourth Movement occurred as a demonstrate against the pro-Japanese terms. Students
gathered in front of Tiananmen to protest the Treaty of Versailles. During this protest,
Chinese Government arrested several university students. Against this arrest, many students
went on strike in Beijing. Furthermore, the students in the larger cities across China followed
and went on strike. Patriotic merchants and workers joined protests. Furthermore, chancellors
from thirteen universities arranged for the release of student prisoners. Consequently, Chinese
representatives in Paris Conference refused to sign the Treaty of Versailles. The May Fourth
Movement changed Chinese government’s attitude and made them protest Great Powers.

In 18-19th century, China faced with hardships that the imperial government which
continued for centuries corrupted and they were exploited by Great Powers. Under these
hardships, the Chinese Great Writers educated Chinese people, then Chinese youth responded
to them and encouraged and educated other Chinese people. Finally, they showed their power

in the May Forth Movement.

<Dewey’s impression in Chinese grass-root movement from his letters>

Dewey wrote his letters about the Chinese university students’ activities in detail with
deep affection. He wrote the letter on July 17th, 1919 ; “it is said that the students were very
successful during the strike in converting soldiers to their ideas. The boys at the High Normal
said they were disappointed when they were let out of jail at the University because they had
not converted more than half the soldiers.” (Dewey, 1920, p. 286) Also, he mentioned on July
4th, 1919 that “remember these are boys, eighteen to twenty, and that they are carrying on
their propaganda for their country; that the summer averages one hundred in the shade in
Peking, and you'll admit there is some staff here.” (Dewey, 1920, p. 265) On July 2nd, 1919, he
said “To-day the report is that Chinse delegates refused to sign the Paris Treaty; the news
seems too good to be true (---)." (Dewey, 1920, p. 258-259)

<What he wrote in “Democracy and Education” in 1916>

Before Dewey visited China, he published a book entitled “Democracy and Education”
in 1916. It was three years earlier than his visiting China. In this book, he wrote that “we have
seen that a community or social group sustains itself through continuous self-renewal, and that

this renewal takes place by means of the educational growth of the immature members of the
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group.” (Dewey, 1916, p.18)

Unpredictably in China, he had a chance to witness the self-renewal movement. It
was the grass-root movement in 1919 that Chinese Great Writers educated the youth and the
youth educated the ordinary people. It seems right to presume that he must be impressed and
interested in observing the movement directly.

The other reason is that he wrote his letters with strong passion: “This is sure some
country” (June 20th, 1919)" , “there is some staff here” (July 4th, 1919), “the students were
very successful during the strike” (July 17th, 1919) and “the news seems too good to be true”
(July 2nd, 1919). His tone of the words were emotional and passionate obviously.

Moreover, he discussed in this book that “to consider the action of others to give point
and direction to his own, is equivalent to the breaking down of those barriers of class, race, and
national territory which kept men from perceiving the full import of their activity.” (Dewey,
1916, p.102) After May Fourth Movement, the strike was spread drastically. First, students in
Beijing went on strike, next, students in the larger cities across China followed, then, merchants
and workers followed. Lastly, Chinese government followed. The process of expanding the

strike movement was exactly same with what he wrote in his book.

<Conclusion>

This study explores the Dewey’s impressions in China. Although he planned to stay a
couple of weeks, he stayed in China for few years. There is a question of what caused Dewey
to change his mind. According to his letters and his book, it is obvious that what he wrote
in his book was practiced in China. In other words, he published the book of Democracy and
Education in 1916, and he indicated the theory of self-renewal movement of the society. In
1919, he had opportunities to observe the process of self-renewal movement in China. He must
be so excited. When he discussed the grass-root movement in China, he utilized emotional
expressions repeatedly. It is interpreted from these facts that because Dewey must be

impressed by Chinese grass-root movement, he stayed longer than he planned.
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The Dissemination of Dewey’s Educational |Ideas by
Chinese Intellectuals in the Early 20th Century:
An Example of the Activities of Early Marxists

Yimin Gao, Dingmeng Fu

[Abstract] Dewey’s visit was a major event in China in the early 20th century, and
has exerted huge influence on the intellectual and education history of China. During their
unprecedented presence in China for over 2 years, Dewey traveled to 11 provinces except
Beijing and Shanghai, and gave over 200 speeches. Around the time when Dewey visited China,
local intellectuals illustrated and spread his thoughts through magazines, newspapers and
books. It has brought far-reaching influence. Early Chinese Marxists, such as Chen Duxiu (FFIH
7%), Mao Zedong (F¥EZ%), and Yang Xianjiang (#7'%7L) were also subject to the influence of

Dewey’s educational ideas, and helped spread them in a direct or indirect way.

[Keywords] Dewey; educational ideals; Chinese intellectuals; early Marxists

In the early 20th century, China witnessed a conflict between old and new forces,
a collision of Chinese and foreign ideas, and a situation of turmoil and great complexity. The
modern transition of politics, society and culture occurred amidst internal strife and foreign
aggression. In the field of education, various educational ideas from the West became widely
circulated, especially those of John Dewey, a pioneer of pragmatism and the founder of the
progressive education in the United States. After Dewey’s visit to China in 1919, Chinese
intellectuals, with unprecedentedly great passion, propagated his educational ideas. Among
them, there were such early Marxists as Chen Duxiu (B ), Mao Zedong (FEZ), and

Yang Xianjiang (#%7L), who were involved in this process directly or indirectly.

I. Dewey's visit set off a wave in China
Dewey’s visit was undoubtedly a major event in China in the early 20th century,

and had far-reaching influence on the intellectual history of China. Dewey came to China by

Yimin Gao (Beijing Normal University, China)
Dingmeng Fu (Beijing Normal University, China)
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accident. He was invited here by Hu Shi and others because he was in Japan at that time.
Dewey had no plans for his stay in China even on the ship heading for Shanghai. The inviters
included Peking University, Shangzhi Society (H@%£%). China Public University (FREXNZ),
New Society (¥12%4£), education associations of Zhejiang and Jiangsu, Beijing Higher Normal
School, Nanjing Higher Normal School, and others. ) Dewey arrived in China on April 30, 1919
(May 1 according to another source). During the two years in China, the Deweys traveled to
11 provinces in China (including Hebei, Liaoning, Shanxi, Shandong, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Hubeli,
Hunan, Zhejiang, Fujian, and Guangdong, but not Beijing and Shanghai), and gave more than
200 speeches on topics such as social and political philosophy, educational philosophy, history
of Western thought, and ethics. These speeches were published in newspapers and periodicals
such as Morning News (BIR), New Wave (¥1#), Shun Pao (FHR), and New Education (¥
#H), and finally became Dewey’s Lectures in China (FtEFLRIHE). The book was reprinted
more than ten times and became popular for a time before Dewey’s departure from China, and
later published repeatedly. ¥

Dewey’s influence was greatly felt throughout China roughly for the following reasons.
First, Hu Shi (#3&), Jiang Menglin (E%#%), Guo Bingwen (/% X), Tao Xingzhi (F@{T41)
and other students of Dewey who had studied at Columbia University occupied important
positions in the academic world back then, and thus played a significant role in expanding
Dewey’s influence. Second, the May Fourth Movement took place soon after Dewey arrived
in China. He was so greatly moved by the passion of students that he grew sympathetic with
China and decided to stay here long for help. His ideas were spread by the movement.
Third, Dewey got unpaid for a long time, so groups of different backgrounds invited him for
lectures. After 1920, rather than being active only in his students’ circles, Dewey began to
travel more in China, which helped expand his influence.

Dewey affected China profoundly, and vice versa. The trip to China gave Dewey, who
had suffered economic and mental strain for a long time, a break. What he saw in China inspired
him. Drastic changes in the Chinese society, after the May Fourth Movement in particular, made
him more concerned about political issues and other aspects of reality. Dewey, a philosopher of
scholarly nature, had since then engaged in active contact with Chinese students and ordinary
people for two years. He gained a deeper understanding of this ever-changing society in the East,
as well as political and social issues. Hu Shi (#ii&) pointed out, “Dewey published monographs
on many topics except political or social ones before his visit to China.”™' In 1927, shortly after
returning to the United States, Dewey published The Public and Its Problems, one of his most
important works in political science in life. Dewey, an American, had a major influence on

China, and, in return, China affected him profoundly. ]
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II. The dissemination of Dewey’s works on education in China

Before Dewey came to China, Tao Xingzhi and others published articles on his works
to popularize pragmatism. His arrival in China propelled republication of his works.

In 1911 before Dewey’s visit to China, Liu Boming (XIfHEH) translated “What is Thought”
(the first chapter of How We Think) and had it published in New Education (Fi#E). It initiated
the dissemination of Dewey's works about education in China. In 1917, Zhu Yuanshan (R7TE)
(pen name Tianmin (RE)) published two introductory articles in the Education Magazine (%%
H Z+7). In the article “Dewey’s Philosophy of Education”, he provided an outline of Democracy
and Education: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Education. In the article “Dewey’s Schools
of Tomorrow: The Education that Stresses Natural Development”, he pointed out that Schools of
Tomorrow has clarified “the fundamental principles that should be followed in primary education”. ©
At this stage, the dissemination of Dewey's writings about education served the new education
movement. They were outlined in and popularized through articles mainly and sometimes with
translations, which were found in more magazines than books.

After Dewey'’s visit to China, the dissemination of his works reached a climax in China.
Shortly before Dewey's visit to China, Tao Xingzhi (Fg{T#1) published an article entitled “An
Introduction to Mr. Dewey's Educational Theory” in the magazine New China (¥i#[E) in the
order the 16 books by Dewey were published. Later it was distributed at the venues where
Dewey gave his lecturers. Dewey’s lecture notes are published most frequently at this stage.
They were mostly the outlines of Democracy and Education or introduction to Dewey's
pragmatism. Meanwhile, nearly all his works were translated. Examples of articles translated
included “The Democratic Conception in Education” (extracted from Chapter Seven of
Democracy and Education and translated by Zhen Chang ( E % )), “My Pedagogic Creed”
(translated by Zheng Zonghai (K05%#)), “How We Think” (translated by Zhao Naichuan (&
W¥if%)), “Democracy and Education” (translated by Zou Enrun (4FEUE)), “Interest and Effort
in Education” (translated by Zhang Zuoshi (5K{£Hf)), “Schools of Tomorrow” (translated by
Li Xiaofeng (Z/N%) and Pan Zinian (E#£4E)), “The Child and the Curriculum” (translated
by Zhou Ganging (f&¥#&Jl)), and “The School and Social Progress” (translated by TC). Books
were also published such as: The School and Society (translated by Liu Hengru (XI#40)), Moral
Principles in Education (translated by Yuan Shangren (7T % 1= )), Democracy and Education
(translated by Chang Daozhi (Fi8E.)), The Child and the Curriculum (translated by Zheng
Zonghai (¥ 52 )), Schools of Tomorrow (translated by Zhu Jingnong (22 4% ) and Pan
Zinian (Y& FEE)), Interest and Effort in Education (translated by Zhang Yuqing (5K %5 W)
and Yang Weiwen (#{%3X)), and Democracy and Education (translated by Zou Enrun (4F&

) ). The dissemination could be felt in the teaching practice at Peking University and Beijing

—125—



The Dissemination of Dewey’s Educational Ideas by Chinese Intellectuals in the Early 20th Century: An Example of the Activities of Early Marxists

Higher Normal School. In 1920, Dewey listed 9 reference books in the English language for
undergraduates majored education at Peking University, such as Democracy and Education,
Schools of Tomorrow, and The School and Society. In the autumn of the same year, Dewey
delivered the course of “Philosophy of Education” at the Education Faculty of Beijing Higher
Normal School with the textbook translated by Chang Daozhi (¥ H) from Democracy and
Education, which lasted for one academic year. In the autumn of 1921, Hu Shi taught the

subject of “Selected Works of Dewey” at Peking University.

M. The dissemination of Dewey’s educational thought by early Chinese Marxists

In China, “early Marxists’ mainly refer to progressive intellectuals that accepted
Marxism before the First National Congress of the Communist Party of China (1921) and
made significant contributions to the founding of the Communist Party of China. Some believe
that communists in the early days of the founding of the Party should also fall under the
term, but no consensus has been reached in the academic circles. It takes a long time for the
development and transformation of ideas, and the practical activities before and after that see
a certain continuity, so it seems reasonable to allow for a large time span for the study of ideas
and activities of early Marxists. The study will be placed in the historical period from the earth
20th century to the failure of the Second Chinese Revolution (1927) in this paper. As space
is limited, Chen Duxiu (FFIH75), Mao Zedong (FE¥#FZR) and Yang Xianjiang (#'%7L) will be
primarily studied in the paper, and how they interpreted and popularized Dewey’s educational
thought will be discussed.

Chen Duxiu (FE3H5%) spoke highly of Dewey's pragmatic pedagogy. New Youth (Fi&
) was the pioneer in spreading Marxism during the May Fourth Movement period. Dewey's
pragmatism has been discussed in Issue 4, Volume 6. Later, “Dewey’s Lectures” were published
in Issue 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Volume 7 of New Youth. It can be seen that Dewey’'s pragmatism had
a great influence on editors of this magazine. In March 1920, Chen Duxiu (FEIH75) wrote in
“The Shortcomings in Education: A Lecture at the Jiangsu Provincial Education Conference”
that “Dewey’s most important speeches in China were not about ethics or sociology, but
about education.”” Chen Duxiu (Ff#175) admired Dewey’s democratic ideas in education,
and believed that the essence spirit of new education lied in the society and the masses rather
than the individual or the nobility. ® He said in “The Spirit of New Education: A Lecture
at Wuchang Normal School”: “Education is closely related to society. If society becomes
independent of education, human knowledge will not be developed. Without the development,
the national culture will be doomed. ---+- It can be seen that the society instead of individuals

should be the focus of education.”™ If education is mainly provided for individuals, the
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effectiveness of cultural popularization will be reduced and education for the masses hindered.
Chen Duxiu (Bf¥#55) also highly applauded Dewey's educational ideas about placing children
and students at the center and running middle schools. In “What is New Education?” A
Lecture at Guangdong Normal School”, he said that it is “the spirit of new education.” Chen
Duxiu (Ff¥75) also agreed with Dewey’s view that “a school is a society”. He said: “Students
and schools in the eyes of ordinary people across the society are luxuries and ornaments rather
than necessities.”"” He believed that this kind of education would lead to the adverse effects
including a large number of useless people, and the weakening of education. Consequently, the
society would not believe in education, and hence hinder the development of education. To
remove the drawbacks, “the only way is to integrate society and education, and build education
on the needs of society.”™ He added that “according to the concept of new education, all
schools are set up for the society, not for certain students. From universities to kindergartens,
all libraries, laboratories, and museums should be open to the public, so that everyone in the
society can enjoy them. Only in this way can education and society be integrated. Only in this
way can society be made a big school and a school a small society. Only in this way can school
be turned into society, and vice versa.” ™ As Dewey gave a speech in Xiamen at the invitation
of Xiamen University in March 1921, Chen Duxiu (F£##75), then chairman of the Guangdong
Provincial Education Committee, “‘made a call to him and invited him to Guangdong for a
visit.” " On May 2, Chen Duxiu (BF¥#7%) hosted Dewey’s speech at the Guangdong Normal
School, and gave an introduction Dewey’s academic background. ™

Among the educational ideas from abroad, Mao Zedong (FEi%EZ%) was most interested
in Dewey's. On the evening of March 17, 1920, Mao Zedong (FE¥%EZR) paid a visit to Li Jinxi
(ZR%2EE) | and the two discussed the schools of modern philosophy. According to Li Jinxi's
comments made in 1952 and recollections in 1967, they talked about Bergson, Russell and
Dewey. " In a letter to Li Jinxi (B$2EE) on June 7, Mao Zedong (FEZR) wrote: “Tve been
studying English, philosophy, and newspaper recently, just the three kinds. I've proceeded
from the “three modern philosophers” to other schools.” ™ Dewey made more than 200
academic reports across China after his arrival in April 1919. Mao Zedong (&%) attended
the lecture on Dewey hosted by Huang Yanpei (E#1#%) during his stay in Shanghai in 1920.
In October 1920, Dewey and other cultural figures came to Changsha to give speeches. Mao
Zedong (FE B %) attended and also served as the recorder of those by Cai Yuanpei (% 7T
£%), Yang Duanliu (#%7~) and Wu Zhihui (2##). On July 21, 1919, Mao Zedong (EEHR)
published the “Process of the Establishment of the Society of Sound Teachings (f#%#4)” in
the first issue of the supplement to Xiangjiang Review, illustrating the rules for the society are

to “study and disseminate the latest academic ideas”. He listed the lectures organized by the
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society, such as that titled “adopting Dewey’s educational philosophy”, and acknowledged it
by writing “it is transmitted so fast and produces so great benefits that its influence should be
immeasurable.” In the “Declaration of Xiangtan Society for the Advancement of Education”,
he said: “Dr. Dewey came from the United States to the East, and his new educational theories
deserve our study. The county is so cut off from the outside world, and completely ignorant of
the external situation. The leaderships are shallow and stubborn, and particularly fatuous and
ignorant. If the trend of thought cannot be turned, the cause of education will be doomed.”™
On July 14, 1919, Mao Zedong (E#%%) talked about the new trend in various fields of modern
ideology and culture in the manifesto of Xiangjiang Review, and pointed out “the trend refers
to democracy in education” and “experimentalism in ideology” ."* He proposed that “Dewey’s
theories of education” are “completely applicable” to academic research. ™! On September
1, 1919, Mao Zedong (E%#Z%) developed the “Articles of the Issue Research Association”,
proposing 144 issues under 71 categories to be addressed for the then China. These issues
were related to politics, economy, culture, society, national defense, foreign affairs, science and
technology, etc. Those about education came top, involving 17 specific ones, such as education
popularization (compulsory education), secondary education, specialized education, university
education, social education, compilation of textbooks on spoken language, teaching of Chinese
language and liberal arts at the secondary school, non-punishment, abolition of examinations,
improvement of teaching methods at all levels, knowledge, health and salary of primary school
teachers, and development and revision of the educational system. The 16th specific issue
was about dispatch of students for oversea study, and the last issue was “how to put into
practice Dewey’s theories of education” listed separately. B4 Although this “issue research
association” was not materialized eventually, it reflected how he thought about educational
issues. In September 1920, Mao Zedong (FEE %) set up a “Culture Book Club” (/L F*t)
in Changsha. On November 10, he wrote an article titled “Announcement of Culture Book
Club to Learners” with a list of recommended books, magazines and newspapers. Among
the 61 books he recommended, there were four by Dewey alone, including Dewey’s Lectures
in China, Experimentalism, The Trend of Modern New Education and The Development of
American Democracy. Dewey was the most frequently recommended author in the list. Mao
also recommended books on education and psychology such as The Republic, An Outline of
Psychology, Modern Psychology, and Society and Education. ™

Yang Xianjiang (#7'%7L) was deeply influenced by Dewey’s theories of pragmatistic
education in his early days of research. In the article “Education Should Be Practical”, Yang
Xianjiang (#%$7L) has specified that the education at schools today “is oriented to the impractical

and repeating, but renders students mechanical and lifeless. I am afraid that after graduation
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they will go astray, not knowing how to handle practical issues.”™ So how to remedy it?
“Pragmatism is the solution.” ™ He also listed various reasons for resorting to pragmatism,
and concluded: “If the school adopts pragmatism, people will tend to be practical and abandon
hypocrisy. Only when one becomes practical will he be diligent, thrifty and self-restraint, and
able to avoid waste and corrupt practice. It is beneficial to oneself even if he doesn’t pursue
benefits. Only when one becomes practical will he be well trained mentally, and overcome
affectedness and evil thoughts. It helps one brace up even if he doesn’t intend to do so.” ™
Resorting to pragmatism enabled the schools in China to cultivate students of practice and
great use, who could follow the trend of the world and save the critical situation in the 20th
century. These statements have shown how Yang Xianjiang (#'%7L) believed in pragmatism.
Yang Xianjiang (# %% VL) cited Dewey's principle of “seeking knowledge through action” to
demonstrate the necessity of involving students in social activities. In terms of personality
development, he was also influenced by Dewey’s child-centered theory. He totally denied the
classroom system with scheduled courses and a time limit for graduation, and believed that it
was like mass production or the operation of machines based on a certain model. It was mass
production and quite anarchical. It did not care about the way out for graduates. It just aimed
for recruitment of students and sending them to the society in batches. As a result, graduates
would be unemployed, causing social disruption. The equalization between classroom system and
scholastic year system would strangle students’ individuality, leading to a major contradiction
that cannot be eliminated with school teaching in the capitalist society. Yang Xianjiang ( #7 %%
7L) believed that the classroom system hinders personality development, which shows that he
was influenced by the theory about free development of personality among the bourgeoisie.
From 1919 to 1922, Yang Xianjiang (#5'%7L) published at least 13 articles and translations on
American education in magazines such as Education Tide (BB #), Student Magazine (#4724
&), and Youth World (/DM FR). Back then, the United States was experiencing the rise of
the progressive education movement under the leadership of Dewey, “founder of progressive
education”. For example, Yang Xianjiang (#'%%7L) published “Recent Trends in Education in
the United States” in Issue 1, Volume 14, Journal of Education (¥ & %<& ). He detailed the
progressive education experiment, reform of the school system and innovation of teaching
methods in the United States, as a reference for the Chinese education circles at that time.
Yang Xianjiang (#'%7L) also cited Dewey's new “three centers’ of education to demonstrate
the necessity of actively involving students in social activities, extracurricular sports and the
development of individuality.

In June 1919, to further arouse the public and promote the “May Fourth” patriotic

movement, Chen Zhidu (# & 2 ) and Ma Jun (5 38 ), president and vice president of the
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Student Union of secondary schools and above, asked Zhou Enlai (JEZ ) to be the chief editor
of Tianjin Student Union News (RIEEZERESIR). Zhou Enlai accepted it with pleasure. On
July 12, 1919, the foreword to Tianjin Student Union News (RiEZAERKESIR) by Zhou Enlai
was published on Issue 35 of Daily Journal of Nankai (BAFFHT]). It has referred to Dewey's
experimentalism - “And now the latest trend of thought in the world is about ‘experimentalism’.
Students should especially apply what they have learned to experiments.” ™ Li Dazhao (&K
1)), Qu Qiubai (B#H), Yun Daiying (I#f#) and others also mentioned Dewey’s theories in

letters and diaries.

IV. Conclusion

Early Marxists outlined and vigorously disseminated modern state systems and social
and political ideology since the beginning of the 20th century. Education was only a part of it,
but Dewey’s educational thought occupied an important position. The popularization of Dew-
ey's educational ideas by them was seen mainly before or in early days of their acceptance
of Marxism. Because, before accepting Marxism, most of them were sincere believers of the
theory of “saving the nation through education”. They hoped to transform Chinese education
by learning from broad, and to enlighten the people and build a new country through new ed-
ucation. During the May Fourth Movement, most of the young people in China advocated an
gradualist approach to reforms, and were attracted to Dewey's reformist ideas.

Chen Duxiu (F5##55), Mao Zedong (FE%E%R), Yang Xianjiang (#'%VL) and other ear-
ly Marxists were mostly engaged in education. According to the authors’ investigation, of the
53 Party members across China when the first National Congress of the Communist Party of
China was convened, 25 served as teachers (but not as teachers at the labor-oriented continu-
ation schools before they graduated) , accounting for 47.2%'. Among the 12 representatives of
the first National Congress of the Communist Party of China, 7 were teachers (Mao Zedong (&
¥%7%%), He Shuheng (fAl4#), Dong Biwu (FEME), Chen Tangiu (FEEFK), Chen Gongbo (Fk
1), Li Da (ZFA) and Li Hanjun (ZE{R)). After they truly accepted Marxism, they began

to abandon the idea of saving the nation through education. They believed that learning from

! Those who served in teaching included: Bao Huiseng (BLE (%), Chen Duxiu (FfJ#55), Chen Gongbo (FEZ
&), Chen Tangiu (FEE#K), Chen Wangdao (F£E3#), Deng Zhongxia (FBHE), Dong Biwu (BEMNE), He
Shuheng (fA#U#), Huang Fusheng (#f14), Li Da (Z54), Li Dazhao (ZKF), Li Hanjun (ZR), Li
Zhong (ZEH), Lin Boqu (MMHAZE), Liu Zitong (X|F3#), Mao Zedong (FEFEZR), Shao Lizi (AF/1F), Shen
Yanbing (VEREVK), Shen Zemin (JLEES), Tan Pingshan (L), Tan Zhitang (1BiE%), Yang Mingzhai
(#WA%5), Yuan Zhenying (&%), Zhang Shenfu (5KEEAF) and Zhao Zijian (#XF{&#). Furthermore, Deng
Enming GREE), Gao Junyu (HEF), He Mengxiong ({a[F 1), Li Meigeng (ZE#§28), Liu Renjing (XI{Z
#), Luo Zhanglong (BE ), Wang Jinmei (ER2), Zhang Guotao (3K[EZ), Zhang Tailei (3kAE) and
some others taught in labor-oriented continuation schools when they were students or after graduation.
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abroad in education could not fundamentally solve China’s problems, so they became revolu-
tionaries.

Furthermore, they started to borrow from Russia after its success of socialist revo-
lution instead of foreign countries on an extensive scale. As Mao Zedong (FEE%R) said: “The
Chinese have learned a lot from the West, but it doesn't work, and the ideal cannot come true
... The launch of the October Revolution brought us Marxism-Leninism. The October Revolu-
tion helped the progressive figures across the world as well those across China. They resorted
to a proletarian world view as the tool to look at the fate of the country, and to reconsider
their own problems. Follow the path the Russians have walked - that is the conclusion.” " Un-
der such circumstances, early Chinese Marxists parted ways with Dewey in the mid- and late-

1920s and embarked on another road to save the country.
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Global Citizenship Education:
Teaching Strategies for a Gendered Perspective

Maria Guajardo

Abstract

Global citizenship education (GCE) emerged from a western, male-centric perspective
and the challenge exists to frame GCE in a more inclusive manner representing a gendered
global view. In this paper, critical pedagogy is presented as a pathway and rationale for
the inclusion of a gendered perspective in GCE. Critical GCE, as opposed to soft GCE, is
engagement towards dismantling the systems and structures that contribute to creating and
sustaining global issues. The aim is to build one’s agency to contribute to eradication of the
root causes driving negative impact. This engaged approach to GCE is strongly aligned with
a critical pedagogy. Three teaching strategies are presented to illustrate the critical pedagogy
principles of practice including reconceptualizing power, integrating lived narratives, and dvadic
dialogue. Through student reflections, aspects of critical GCE that serve to capture female
students’ authentic self are brought to life. The transition to a gendered GCE represents a
commitment to inclusion that addresses and rectifies inequities that sustain oppressive systems.

Implications for including a gendered GCE perspective in higher education are included.

Key Words: global citizenship education, gender, critical pedagogy, power, dialogue

“Another classroom is possible::-we cannot create that other world, that world where
many worlds fit, unless we first create another classroom, one in which all voices and

lives count--" (Armbruster-Sandoval, 2005, p. 34).

Imagining another world, where many worlds fit, has been my approach to global
citizenship education (GCE), emerging over the past nine years as my understanding of

leadership radically transformed. As a professor in the field of leadership studies, I was trained

Maria Guajardo (Professor, Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Soka University)
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and educated in the United States, in a western leadership perspective. Recognition of how
embedded this worldview was in my leadership perspective emerged slowly. I did not identify
the saturation until I arrived in Japan and began teaching university leadership courses. As I
selected the premier leadership textbooks, typically written by white men, rarely identifying
their positionality as western and male centric, I questioned the relevance of the texts given
the absence of representation of diverse voices from marginalized communities (e.g., Harvard
Business Review, 2011). The male-based perspective of leadership was in fact normalized,
while the topic of female or diversity leadership was usually an add-on chapter at the end of
the textbook (e.g., Northhouse, 2017). As I broadened my worldview of leadership through the
inclusion of diverse scholars, student’s lived narratives, and my own experiences, leadership
for social change and as a process of transformation became central to my understanding of
leadership. Shifting from a static concept to an experience that one can choose to practice
daily, my reconceptualization of leadership was now guided by purpose, and this became my
new paradigm. As noted by Urosevich and Soetero-Ng (2018), “leadership is a daily practice
of action and service” (p. 295). This idea of embodying a practice also resonated with my

understanding of GCE which shared a similar history with leadership.

Global citizenship education also emerged from a western perspective and like
leadership, the challenge exists to frame GCE in a more inclusive manner. For global
citizenship to represent a global perspective and experience, the concept must be decolonized
and inclusive (Abdi, Shultz, & Pillay, 2015). Further, Arnot (2009) challenges us to consider how
gender 1is, or is not, embedded in the construction of a global citizen in order to deconstruct
and tackle gender inequities in society. While the literature on global citizenship education
remains seemingly absent of a gendered perspective, the concepts of citizenship and agency
are gendered (Arshad-Ayaz & Naseem, 2015; Mohanty, 2003; Tormey & Gleeson, 2012). Thus,

the gendering of GCE merits attention.

In this paper, critical pedagogy is presented as a pathway and rationale for the
inclusion of a gendered perspective in GCE. First, Andreotti’'s (2006) soft versus critical GCE
will be introduced. Then, Ikeda’s 2014 elements for an educational program of global citizenship
will be shared, demonstrating alignment with critical GCE’s goals and strategies. Central to
GCE is critical pedagogy involving both inquiry and dialogue. To showcase the inclusion of
those that are marginalized, Ellsworth and hooks' positions are then presented. A case study
will present diverse teaching strategies in higher education to highlight how these principles

were operationalized in the classroom, with a spotlight on the importance of building trust
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through community and dialogic practice. This paper does not present a definitive curriculum
or syllabus on GCE, rather its findings suggest that GCE can transition from a soft approach
to a critical approach, and by doing so becomes inclusive and transformative. This transition
represents a commitment to addressing and rectifying inequities causing global problems and
sustaining oppressive systems. Implications for including a gendered GCE perspective will

close the paper.

Critical Global Citizenship Education

Andreotti (2006) states that the complexity of local/global processes and contexts
are rooted in inequalities of power. This guiding assumption undergirds both the definition
and strategy of c7itical GCE. The word critical does not refer to right or wrong, or a critique
of GCE, rather it holds the space for learners to develop skills of critical engagement and
reflexivity. An important step is to examine the purpose of GCE, and to ask, for whose benefit
(Bruce, North, and Fitzpatrick, 2019)? If the purpose of GCE remains unexamined and GCE is
seen as abstract elements of a common humanity, disregarding the imbalance of power, locally

and globally, the focus of attention will remain at a cursory level (Ellsworth, 1989).

Critical GCE is different than a soft approach to GCE and the meaningful differences
are succinctly presented by Andreotti (2006). For example, soft GCE may name the global
problem as poverty, while critical GCE would name the problem as inequality and injustice, thus
connecting to the source of the problem. She states, the nature of the problem is not the lack
of resources or development, rather it is the “complex structures, systems, assumptions, power
relations and attitudes---[that] create and maintain exploitation and enforced disempowerment
and tend to eliminate difference” (p. 48). Soft GCE would promote raising awareness of global
issues while critical GCE goes further to include, “promoting engagement with global issues
and perspectives and an ethical relationship to difference, addressing complexity and power
relations” (p. 48). The goals also differ. While soft GCE looks at empowering individuals to
advance towards a socially acquired ideal world, the goal of critical GCE is to “empower
individuals to reflect critically on the legacies and processes of their cultures, to imagine
different futures, and to take responsibility for decisions and actions (Andreotti, 2006, p. 48).
Within critical GCE, reimagining the concept of power and encouraging learners to connect
to one’s voice become building blocks for a problem-posing learning environment (Torres &
Bosio, 2020). In an earlier study (Guajardo & Vohra, in press), a critical pedagogy approach was
found to contribute to a reimagining of one’s understanding of self and others, as well as the

emergence of voice and agency. To support a more inclusive, gendered GCE, what elements are
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needed for an educational program of global citizenship?

In Ikeda's 2014 Peace Proposal, Value Creation for Global Change: Building Resilient
and Sustainable Societies, three elements were suggested for a GCE program. The first
element is an exploration of the causes of global issues and a deeper understanding of these
causes. This mirrors Andreotti's (2006) critical GCE as it too has a focus on understanding the
nature of the problem within structures and systems of inequity, connecting to the source or
root cause of the problem. The second element identified by Ikeda is to have a heightened
awareness and sensitivity to the early signs of global problems and to then take action. This
matches Andreotti’'s stance of promoting engagement to address the complexity of the issue.
Tkeda’s third element recognizes the connection and resulting negative impact of actions that
benefit one’s own country at the expense of the other. Similarly, Andreotti's goal of GCE is to

reflect critically on the impact of relationships and inequities, taking responsibility for change.

Central to Andreotti’'s (2006) and Ikeda’'s (2014) approaches to a critical GCE is
engagement with the systems and structures that contribute to creating and sustaining the
root causes of global issues. Both impress upon the learner and educator an approach of
engagement, building on one’s agency to contribute to eradication of the problem. This engaged

approach to GCE is strongly aligned with a critical pedagogy.

Critical Pedagogy

Critical pedagogy (CP), as introduced by Freire (1970) is based on a social justice
lens and suggests that the student is not an empty vessel, but rather an individual who brings
their hope, despair, and lived experience to a learning space (Freire 1998). The lens of CP is
directed at empowerment and citizenship, where teachers and learners co-create a space that
fosters critical inquiry, agency, and deeper awareness leading to action. Simply stated, “critical
pedagogy as a field confronts this gap between what is and what could be and all the social
inequalities that produce it” (Gore, 2015, p. 81). It identifies principles of practice that aim to

increase equity as opposed to outlining a definitive list of teaching strategies.

My own educational approach brought together these principles of practice that also
informed what bell hooks (1994) refers to as engaged pedagogy. This approach to teaching
requires “expanding beyond to imagine and enact pedagogical practices that engage directly
both the concern for interrogating biases in curricula that reinscribe systems of domination

(such as racism and sexism) while simultaneously providing new ways to teach diverse groups
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of students” (p. 10). My goal as a professor is to create a learning space of possibility within a

university course, through a process of unlearning, relearning, and learning.

To incorporate a gendered perspective in course content would require intentionality
in designing teaching strategies that allow female and male students to feel safe, to reach
across differences, and to incorporate a spirit of belonging so that a generic sense of unity
would not wash out the differences of narratives and lived experiences. A learning approach
described by hooks (1994) reflects what is needed as she states, “---to have a transformative
impact on women, then creating a context where we can engage in open critical dialogue
with one another, where we can debate and discuss without fear of emotional collages, where
we can hear and know one another in the difference and complexities of our experience, is
essential” (p. 110). Ellsworth (1989) cautions, however, that critical pedagogy can fall prey to
reproducing the very structures of oppression it is trying to eliminate. As critical pedagogy
seeks to empower, to give space for diverse student voices, and to utilize dialogue, what must
be addressed is a sharper, deeper understanding of each of these elements such that relational

domination is not reproduced in the classroom.

To interrupt existing power relationships in the classroom, Ellsworth (1989) posits that
the learning experience must be relevant to students lives and refrain from bending towards
abstraction. This requires connecting learning to historical and political contexts, inviting
lived experiences into the learning space, “--urging all of us to open our minds and hearts:-
so that we can think and rethink, so that we can create new visions [to] celebrate teaching
that enables transgressions - a movement against and beyond boundaries” (hooks, 1994, p. 12).
Cultivating a questioning mind and interrupting existing power dynamics allows for reimaging
and co-creating to occur (Guajardo & Vohra, in press). In the process of learning, unlearning,
and relearning, students were able to question, disassemble, and integrate their understanding
of the world. They demonstrated the capacity to reclaim and revision their sense of self, others,
and concepts such as identity, leadership, and power. The present paper expands on this work
(Guajardo & Vohra, in press) and delves deeper into the teaching strategies that supported this

change.

The change process is a transformational process. In the work of embracing

differences (Guajardo, Taneja, & Vohra, 2021), it was noted that,

“Engaged learning is'--where students courageously step into their vulnerability, to
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connect to and deepen their understanding of themselves, in order to then approach
the other:--to make meaning of the process and their experience of the ‘other.
Through dialogue that was intentional in deepening critical inquiry and heightening
self-awareness, students engaged in experiences that allowed them to co-create with

others” (p. 9).

The inclusion of a gendered GCE perspective will require reaching and engaging
across differences. The Embracing Differences Change Model (Guajardo, Taneja, & Vohra,
2021) names trust as a necessary agent of change. “An implicit trust was built through such
exchanges that permeated the class'--[a] nurturing field where ideas, creativity, and co-creation
flourished. Sharing happened as a genuine desire to reflect, connect with others, and develop
mutually without vying for a position” (p. 7). The question then is how to create this other
classroom where all lives count, and GCE becomes inclusive and gendered by design and not

by default?

Case Study

This exploratory case study examined teaching strategies that contribute to a
gendered GCE. The purpose was to identify those class experiences that had been most
impactful to the students. The selected teaching strategies operationalize CP principles
of practice that activate a process of self-awareness and change, critical inquiry, and an
empowering praxis. An analysis was conducted of final reflection essays, searching for patterns
that spoke of impact (Yin, 2018). Three teaching strategies were selected based on student
reflections at the end of the semester of a university course taught on women's leadership.
Students in the 15-week university course represented the Global South and Global North,
and included thirty-eight students from East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, South America,
and Europe. Students were asked to reflect on which texts and/or activities had been most
impactful and to explain why. This question allowed students to self-select and connect
readings or activities to their own definition of impact which often captured transformation,
deep insights, and change. Teaching strategies for reconceptualizing power, integrating lived
narratives, and the role of dialogue will be described and accompanied by student voice. This

will serve to illustrate the CP principles of practice.

Reconceptualizing Power
Two exercises were introduced to reconceptualize the understanding of power. In

the first exercise students faced a partner and one student was asked to make two fists. The
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second student was told that their goal was to open their partner’s fists. No direction was
given as to how the fists were to be opened. The goal of the activity was to allow students
to exercise power and then to review the strategy selected. Students employed a myriad of
strategies for opening their partner’s fists, from attempting to open the fists with force to
politely asking their partner to open their fists. Once the students were given a few minutes to
accomplish the task, a debriefing occurred. It is during the reflection of the debriefing session
that learning occurs. To conduct an exercise without deep, thoughtful reflection foregoes the

opportunity of the exercise becoming a teachable moment.

When asked to explain their approach which ranged from force to persuasion, some
students revealed that they felt compelled to use force. Other students conveyed a verbal

request, while some students employed tactics such as tickling. As one student explained,

“[The] exercise:-made us think and act inside a relationship with some power
imbalance, I was the leader thus I had power over my partner. This meant that I could
do whatever I wanted under my volition, thus I now find it strange and even sad that
my first thought was to use physical force instead of my own words:-this is the exercise
that has made me reflect the most in the way that we are socialized into society, in how
we are meant to think that only by force and imposing ourselves with violent means we

are asserting our leadership over a group.”

“It was a memorable activity because I remember I used force to ask her to open her
fist+-1 realized I was not in control of myself despite learning so much about love and

non-violence, the first thing I thought of was force.”

Through readings and exercises, students began to question what they knew and how
they have been raised within their family, community, and the influence of society. Questioning

and reflecting on power dynamics is central to CP, as noted by Mohanty (1989),

“A number of educators, Paulo Freire among them, have argued that education
represents both a struggle for meaning and a struggle over power relations:-education
becomes a central terrain where power and politics operate out of the lived culture
of individuals and groups situated in asymmetrical social and political positions.” (p.

184).
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The second exercise was an opportunity to create a symbol of power from newsprint.
In small groups students worked collaboratively to imagine what symbol might represent their

belief of what power could and should be. As noted by one student,

“redefining the meaning of power, was most impactful and brought me hope for the
Suture. Through the activity to create a symbol of ‘New Power I learned that we have
the right to construct a new meaning of an important term:--I always had thought that
definition 1s something already fixed by society and had never thought of challenging
it...nobody ever told me that I can change the definition of a word and create my
own. However, this class taught me that it is possible to newly define a term in a way
we would like to see and that is my responsibility as a person who is aware of social

inequality.”

Students shared how these two activities changed their idea of power, pushing them
to reconceptualize the concept of power from negative to purposeful. It was evident that these
opportunities to question, reframe, and integrate new ways of being and knowing were altering

students’ understanding of their own sense of agency.

Integrating Lived Narratives

Students read texts authored by scholars that were centered in women'’s leadership
and culture such as Through the Labyrinth: The Truth about how Women Become Leaders
(Eagly & Carli, 2007), Women and Leadership Around the World (Madsen et al., 2015), and
Feminism is for Evervbody: Passionate Politics (hooks, 2000). To connect the texts to the
students’ experiences from diverse countries, student panels were formed consisting of three
students each from different countries. Students were able to share their own experiences
around selected topics. Connecting text to lived narratives increased the relevancy of the class

content as noted by students.

“As a panelist, I had the opportunity to revisit my unique experiences-- while it is only
a tiny representation of the reality going on in my country, my story is just as valid
as any other and deserves to be heard. In the beginning, I felt a little hesitant to speak
in front of the entire class--However, I saw the genuine care, interest, and passion
brimming from their eyes. Seeing this, I realized that we were definitely successful in
creating a safe, inclusive environment where we respect and learn from each other. The

energy in the room allowed me to open up and be completely genuine and honest about
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my thoughts and feelings--"

“The most impactful activity from these classes was the panel discussion. It was an
unforgettable experience. I was blessed to have the opportunity to sharve [an] authentic
experience with my fellow classmates about the reality in my home country--The
readings related to women leaders in south and southeast Asia covered some main
points and statistics of the challenges in women leadership but omitted the authentic
experiences and how:--leaders in power create a change and improve the society by

including women leaders in any field in the community.”

In addition to making the content relevant, sharing one’s narrative allowed students
to discover their own voice. One student shared how her experience as a panelist empowered

her.

“I've had a lot of moments where I felt empowered throughout the semester, but this
was one of the unforgettable ones -+ [this] was the first time I felt that my voice, my story

matters and that I have something to share to the world as well.”

In addition to listening to the lived narratives of classmates, students were also
exposed to videos and guest speakers. One video was The Danger of a Single Story (Adichie,

2009) and one guest speaker was a woman leader from India.

[This video and the guest speaker were] the main contributors towards shaping my view
of the term feminism. It was from their courage to speak up, courage not to conform,
courage to pursue what they want to do, that I also gained the courage to declare myself
a feminist--[they] gave me hope that culture is possible to change. I used to think of
culture as something that is largely fixed:---but [they] taught me that changing a culture
does not mean to change someone’s mind. That would be arrogant---it is to not lose

hope and to start with ourselves.

Integrating lived narratives acknowledged the importance of intentionally positioning
the voices that students hear in a learning space. As hooks (1994) notes, “Accepting the
decentering of the West globally embracing multiculturalism, compels educators to focus
attention on the issue of voice. Who speaks?” (p. 40). The gathering of narratives reveals that

“there are partial narratives that some social groups or cultures have, and others can never
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know, [this is] an opportunity to build a kind of social and educational interdependency” (p. 319)
that recognizes differences as strengths. Individuals from marginalized communities assess the
risk and cost of what is/can be said to whom and in what context (Ellsworth, 1989). Disclosure
necessitates being seen by others, and this occurs through a “highly complex negotiation of
the politics of knowing and being known” (p. 313). As Ellsworth notes, critical pedagogy must
address the issues of trust, fear, risk, and desire around issues of identity and politics in the

classroom.

Dyadic Dialogue

A third teaching strategy was the use of dialogic exercises to begin to share one’s
voice and to listen to the voice of another. In my teaching experience I have found dialogue to
be a tool central to building trust and community, which both contribute to global citizenship
education (Guajardo, 2021). It is a teaching strategy that can engage students to connect with
themselves and others. Ikeda (2001) shares that dialogue can lead to “the transformation of
opposing viewpoints, changing them from wedges that drive people apart into bridges that link
them together” (p. 57). Dialogue results in change; change that leads to action.

Darder (2002) reflects on how “dialogue represents a powerful and transformative
political process of interaction between people [and it] requires the interactive and ongoing
participation with and among people. We cannot be involved in dialogue alone and in isolation” (p.

103).

Students were trained in how to participate in dyadic dialogue employing an adapted
version of constructivist listening, which is a structured conversation between two individuals
where the goal is to listen to understand the other (Weissglass, 1990). Constructivist listening
is a tool for constructing new meanings, building community, and developing agency. Student

reflections capture this change.

“It sometimes reminds me how crazy it is that our tribe members used to be strangers
before this semester started, but through [dialogue in] this class, we came to have bonds

to rethink our biased culture and transform it into something very new and hopeful.”

“If I want to understand where race and gender, or race and age, or gender and
class, intersect, I need to make it personal. If I want to feel enraged and motivated to
take action, I need to personalize it-*Being part of the solution means exactly this, to

personalize and then put into practice the learning from this class, and understand that
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change starts now, it starts where I am, and it starts with me.”

Student experiences reflect how the process of GCE is a process of understanding,
cultivating, and transforming one’s social agency (Bajaj and Vlad, 2018; Torres, 2008). When
female students found themselves in positions to share their voice, questions, and new

knowledge, the emergence of student agency was palpable.

These three teaching strategies of reconceptualizing power, integrating lived
narratives, and dyadic dialogue illustrate the CP principles of practice, and through student
reflections brought to life the aspects of critical GCE that serve to capture female students’
authentic self. Ellsworth (1989) identifies the importance of students making themselves visible
and “defining themselves as authors of their own world” (p. 309). The purpose of engaging and
reflecting was not to place students as carriers of knowledge to inform others, rather it was
a process of discovery, of pushing back, a speech of resistance. As noted by hooks (1986) “
true speaking is not solely an expression of creative power, it is an act of resistance, a political
gesture that challenges the politics of domination that would render us nameless and voiceless

---it is a courageous act” (p. 126). As students looked forward to a future course of action, their

reflections spoke of a strengthening commitment.

Conclusion

The odyssey of GCE is at a crossroads, evolving from a western, male-centric
perspective to an approach that is integrating and elevating women’s voices and experiences.
A critical pedagogy approach to GCE is a pathway for praxis, connecting theory to action. By
situating c7itical GCE at the center, however, presents a quagmire for GCE in universities that
have typically championed a soft GCE approach that is more closely aligned with a neoliberal,

male-dominated view.

The three teaching strategies presented in this case study, reconceptualizing power,
integrating lived narratives, and dyadic dialogue, reflect that it is possible to create another

world where all voices and lives count (Armbruster-Sandoval, 2005), when included by design.

In higher education, a critical pedagogy approach requires weighing the risks and
benefits of speaking up and speaking out. As Ellsworth (1989) poignantly reminds us, “Acting
as if our classroom were a safe space in which democratic dialogue was possible and happening

did not make it so” (p. 315). Teaching and learning practices are needed that confront the
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power dynamics in university systems and structures; questioning whose voice is missing,
whose voice is being silenced, and what is the purpose of GCE. To close with the words of
bell hooks (1994), “---it takes a fierce commitment, a will to struggle, to let our work---reflect
progressive pedagogies” (p. 143). I would add that it will take the fierce commitment of @il
students, willing to struggle, to live a practice of critical GCE. This struggle is both individual
and collective based on a harmony of interests as well as on the diversity of strengths. Critical
GCE is at a crossroads. It is time to reimagine the academy as a place for building community

based on deep trust and commitment to a more inclusive world.
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Integration of Global Citizenship Education into Curriculum:
A Case Study of International Fieldwork

Ichiro Sugimoto

Introduction

In April 2014, the Faculty of International Liberal Arts (FILA) was established to
foster global citizens with the “knowledge,” “skills,” “courage,” and “compassion” to confront
global challenges in a creative manner. To achieve the goal, FILA offers an English-medium
liberal-arts education with coursework across the fields of humanities and social science.
Furthermore, FILA offers several mainstream courses to foster global citizens through
interaction with faculty and students from diverse cultural backgrounds and a required one-
semester study abroad program.

This paper introduces a case study of global citizenship education (GCE) titled
“international fieldwork I-II" which offers the fall semester of sophomore year and spring
semester breaks before junior year. This course provides a broad, analytical survey that
covers important topics in Malaysia. All students are assigned to prepare a group research
project with issues related to Malaysia and Japan. During their stay in Malaysia for two
weeks, students receive special lectures organised by professors and specialists. In addition,
students were given chances to take part in a discussion/dialogue session with students at the
University of Malaya. To share this group research’s outcome, all students are requested to
conduct a presentation to professors at local universities.

This paper firstly identifies the issues and challenges of integrating GCE into the
curriculum. Subsequently, the growing importance of university internationalisation role
and characteristics of FILA is explained. This paper introduces the International Fieldwork
I-II program, providing the necessary information about FILA. It examines this short-term
program is integrated with the curriculum and serves to enhance GCE. Finally, this paper

offers the prospects for further development of this study abroad program.

Ichiro Sugimoto (Professor, Faculty of International Liberal Arts, Soka University)

— 147 —



Integration of Global Citizenship Education into Curriculum: A Case Study of International Fieldwork

Global Citizenship Education (GCE) in the University Curriculum

Defining the concept of GCE is a complex task. Suppose we were to interpret simply
from the words, GCE can be regarded as the educational approach for nurturing students to
be global citizens. However, it is impossible to reach a consensus to define what is “global
citizens.” This term face contradiction and challenges in connecting the terms “global” and
“citizenship” based on nation-states. The combination of globalisation,” “citizenship,” and
“education” generates an even more complex field. Each time we talk or write about GCE,
we must take a particular approach to globalisation, citizenship, and education from a specific
system to GCE (Sant et al, 2018). This paper does not argue the definition of GCE but pays
attention to the skills or competencies required to foster global citizens through undergraduate
studies. For example, UNESCO (2015) defines the competencies of “global citizens” in terms of
(1) knowledge and understanding of specific global issues and trends; (2) cognitive skills such
as critical thinking and problem-solving; (3) non-cognitive skills such as empathy and openness
and (4) behavioural capacities such as social engagement. In this respect, global citizenship is
regarded as a “qualification.” This definition, however, has been heavily criticised. Biesta and
Lawy (2006) stated that this definition fails in two unethical assumptions. Firstly, we assume
that before “being educated,” students were not “global citizens.” Secondly, we consider that
some people (e.g., Curriculum developers and researchers) have more rights to define what
“global citizenship” means than others creating something like “first-class” and “second-
class” global citizens. In its qualification dimension, global citizenship education can also be
criticised as a neoliberal and competitive form of global citizenship (Sant et al., 2018). By
acknowledging the criticisms, it is still possible to create consensus on the GCE competencies
that are compatible with university higher education.

Global citizenship is not commonly found as a course title in the curriculum. Normally,
three different approaches can be found in the curriculum, namely, (1) global citizenship
as a cross-curricular theme, (2) global citizenship integrated into other subjects, or (3) global
citizenship education as a subject in itself (Sant et al., 2018). Out of these three approaches, GCE
as a cross-curricular theme is often considered the most natural and coherent way of educating
the citizenry. In contrast, if global citizenship education is integrated into other subjects, it
seems likely that each subject specialist might make a more sophisticated contribution. This
approach, however, has two major constraints. Firstly, students might perceive the global
citizenship curriculum as fragmented unless teachers collaborate. Secondly, specialists can be
more interested in the discipline’s contents than the narratives of GCE (Sant et al,, 2018). Some
challenges could be overcome if GCE was delivered as a subject since this approach will be

guaranteed to have in the context of allocated time.
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GCE 1is not necessarily confine to only courses offered at one’s University. Study
Abroad plays a vital role in nurturing a sense of global citizenship. Many universities have
attempted to develop and implement schemes that integrate the subjects offered by the faculty
/department with the content studied at the destination university and award credit for the
learning experience and content. Despite the high costs involved in working with external
institutions and the administrative procedures, the reasons for implementing Study Abroad are
quite clear: it has a very effective impact on developing global citizens (Brewer et al, 2009).

The Japanese government and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science,
and Technology (MEXT) have responded to the changing surrounding environment of Japan.
MEXT has initiated a large-scale government project to promote the internationalisation of
Japanese higher education and human resource development. Many Japanese universities and
students have participated in these programs known as “Top Global University Project” and
“Tobitate! Japan™ . In September 2014, MEXT carried out the “Top Global University Project”
to provide prioritised support to those universities leading the internationalisation of Japan's
education. Launching new programs to encourage and deepen interactions and partnerships
and enhancing educational collaborations helps students develop the ability to act globally and
accelerate globalisation initiatives (MEXT, 2014). Under the Top Global University Project,
13 universities were selected as Type A [Top Type] universities conducting world-leading
education and research, and 24 were chosen as Type B [Global Traction Type] universities
leading the globalisation of Japanese society. These 37 universities have been working hard
on internationalisation and university reform. For faculty, the Percentage of international full-
time faculty staff who have received their degrees at a foreign university was treated as an
important indicator. Furthermore, to quantify the flow of student mobility, the Percentage
of international students, the Percentage of Japanese students who have experienced study
abroad (credit earning), and the Percentage of Japanese students studying abroad under inter-
university agreements were utilised.

In line with Top Global University Project, MEXT launched another unique campaign
to promote study abroad known as “Tobitate! Study Abroad Japan” in 2013. This large-
scale project is the first national project of MEXT based on a public-private partnership.
Approximately 10,000 university and high school students are sent to various parts of the
world with scholarships that do not require repayment based on donations from supporting
companies and other sources. The project has several features that set it apart from previous
study abroad programs, including scholarships, extensive pre-departure and post-study training
sessions, and community buildings. However, the most important feature is that students create

their study abroad plans. Furthermore, the program is not limited to academic study abroad to
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earn credits but also allows for various study abroad programs, including internships, volunteer
activities, and other practical activities.

For this reason, a variety of programs are provided, such as the “Human Resources
for Science, Complex and Fusion Courses,” “Emerging Countries Course,” “World Top-
Level Universities, etc. Course,” “Human Resources for Diversity Course,” “Regional Human
Resources Course,” and the “High School Student Course,” among others. Even though the
project is centred on MEXT, academic achievement and English proficiency are not required
for selection. Instead, the selection criteria include “passion,” “curiosity,” and “originality”
(Funabashi, 2019). These large-scale projects were implemented based on the belief that young

Japanese should globalise” (Horie, 2014).

GCE in the Faculty of International Liberal Arts (FILA)

The idea of establishing an English medium program to foster global leaders already
existed in the 1990s and was recorded in the Education Vision of Soka university. The
preparations were underway to open a Faculty of Humanities (provisional name) in 2003 or
2004. However, the establishment of the Faculty was put on hold in 2001 due to the opening
of the Law School (Soka Daigaku, 2021). In the 2010 Grand Design, and the idea of establishing
a new faculty was announced in January 2013. Finally, the Faculty of International Liberal
Arts was established in April 2014. The establishment of the FILA at Soka University was
positioned as an attempt to nurture creative individuals who will be active in the international
society of the 21* century, based on internationalisation efforts and achievements promoted by
the university.

FILA has redefined the image of ‘creative human beings’ as the philosophy
guiding the educational and research activities of the University whole, particularly from an
‘international’ perspective, and has set ‘global citizens’ as the image of human resources
to be cultivated. A working committee has defined a “global citizen” as a human resource
with a wide knowledge of global issues” and a fundamental ability to “understand issues that
transcend national borders and present creative solutions to these issues.” (Soka Daigaku, 2013).

The year of establishment of the School of International Liberal Studies coincided with
Soka University’s selection for a Top Global University project led by MEXT. As the first EMP
School in Soka University, FILA is a crucial milestone for the university. The University
learnt from the Global above Human Resource Development Promotion Program by expanding
opportunities for overseas study experience, expanding English language learning programs,
promoting the use of English in undergraduate courses, expanding the support system for

studying abroad, increasing the number of international students accepted, internationalising its
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teaching staff.

Unlike other faculties, FILA does not have any conventional structure in terms of
class structure, sequences, and graduation requirements. In other words, the curriculum of this
faculty was formulated to gain the knowledge and skills required to be a global citizen in four
years of undergraduate studies. FILA identified the following four major curriculum policies.
1) Academic knowledge across the fields of Humanities and Social Sciences and the ability to
conduct directed research. 2) Academic English proficiency and communication skills to employ
globally. 3) Cross-cultural understanding, 4) Identifying issues and working towards solutions.

In the Humanities and Social Sciences field, FILA offers a diversity of curriculum
choices ranging from introductory-level courses to advanced-level courses focusing on enabling
students to develop the ability to conduct directed research. FILA also provides courses on
quantitative and qualitative research methodologies to help students develop analytical skills
essential for understanding issues in the Liberal Arts.

For English language learning, the FILA curriculum offers intensive English classes,
including studying abroad at overseas universities during years 1 and 2. This class schedule
help students reach the required TOEFL-BT 80 by Year 2. In addition, the FILA curriculum
in Years 3 and 4 further enhances students’ English proficiency to reach a level equivalent
to a TOEFL-IBT 100. In the case of cross-cultural understanding, the FILA curriculum
emphasises the acquisition of cross-cultural understanding competencies to nurture students’
abilities to understand and accept diverse cultures through cultural studies, study abroad and
a second foreign language. To gain the skill for tackling the issues, FILA offers introductory
Seminar courses in Year 1 to Seminars I-IV in Years 3 and 4. The FILA curriculum provides
ample opportunities for students to engage in learning activities that nurture the ability to
identify problems and work towards solutions in small classes of seminars led by the diverse
background of faculty members.

As stated above, one of the major characteristics of the FILA curriculum is the
required study abroad program in the early stages of learning at this faculty. While other
universities’ EMPs offer study abroad from the third year, not for English language study but
for taking courses using English, the Faculty of International Studies offers two forms of study
abroad: language study after intensive English language study during the first two semesters
of the first year, and undergraduate course study type of study abroad. The decision was made
to offer these early. By satisfying the TOEFL-ABT 80 graduation requirement early, students
can develop their English language skills and prepare for broad specialised studies in their
third year and beyond.

FILA students can choose from various study destinations in five countries (USA,
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Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines) and gain valuable experience through a
study abroad semester. FILA’s study abroad program is conducted in Semester 1, Year 2. By
completing the program, a total of 16 credits are granted (P/F evaluation) as credits for FILA
required course, Academic Foundations: Study Abroad (four credits, given in Year 2, Semester
1), as well as FILA required English Courses, namely English for Academic Purposes: Study

Abroad I - III (four credits each in Year 2, Semester 1; a total of 12 credits).

Table 1 : Study Abroad Program of the Faculty of International Liberal Arts

Country Name of University Program
a. Study Abroad Program (SAP) (Program
[Australia] Brisbane Griffith University level: Undergraduate)

b. DEP Prep Program (Program level: ESL)

University of Southern

[U.S.] Los Angeles Program level: ESL

California
[Canada] Vancouver Simon Fraser University Program level: ESL
[New Zealand] Auckland University of Auckland Program level: ESL

[The Philippines] Manila Ateneo de Manila University | Study Abroad Program (SAP)

International Fieldwork

FILA conducted all faculty courses in English and required all students to join the
Study Abroad program for one semester after completing freshman requirements. Having
completed this one-semester study abroad program, students have been able to improve
their English proficiency level and gain the skill of cross-cultural understanding. Based on this
intensive training, FILA provides an optional two weeks intensive study abroad program called
International Fieldwork I-II during spring semester break before junior year. The student
utilises this optional study abroad experience to gain additional international experience in
Asian countries.

Historically, as represented by the Look East Policy advocated by Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir, it has been common for students from Asia to come to Japan to learn
about Japan's advanced technology and social systems. These efforts were rational not only for
Malaysia but also for Japan. The spread of dynamic industrialisation in Asian countries was
the key determining factor for establishing the Japanese production system in the Asian region
(Suehiro, 2008; Wong & Cheng, 2014). The smooth implementation of this process was also
important for enhancing Japan's presence in the Asian region.

This structure, however, has encountered many challenges over this period. When
Japan’'s production system played a central role, there was a dynamism in which Asian
countries emulated Japan, as it was leading the pack. They eventually “caught up” with Japan

by improving productivity and technological adaptation. However, the situation of “overtaking”
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Japan has not yet been realised. In some fields, the transition was precisely from catch-up to
leap-frog. In other words, the “centrality” of Japan, which had played a leading role in the
Asian region up to this point, began to waver significantly. Aside from Japan, the economies
of Asian countries have grown. In turn, Japan's presence in Asia has continued to decline.
Moreover, this situation is likely to continue in the future.

Furthermore, the Asian region has entered a new era of multipolarity. Economic
integration through global value chains has involved exports mainly to markets outside the
Asian area, such as Europe and the United States. Today, many Asian countries are highly
competitive as a production base, but it has begun establishing a presence as a “consumer” and
“investor” (Ito, 2017: Shiraishi, 2008). Amid these changes, the most dominant actors attempting
to do business with domestic demand are not necessarily Japanese multinationals. In any
country, the distribution sector, such as retail, is one of the most difficult sectors for foreign
capital to enter. In other words, Japan needs to seek new opportunities to join the global value
chain organised and controlled by Asian companies (Goto, 2019). This structural transition will
require a shift in Japan's presence and must be chosen by Asia.

FILA selected Malaysia as the destination. This program will offer a broad, analytical
survey of Malaysia. It comprehensively studies important topics in Malaysian politics, economy,
and society today, focusing on issues, institutions, and trends. Based on a student’s skill and
experience over four semesters, the student will further improve primary competencies by
utilising this international fieldwork. As presented in Table 2, FILA provides two credits
courses entitled International Fieldwork I, in which this course offers a wide range of topics
on Malaysia: history, economy, politics, government, ethnic relations, and national unity.
Subsequently, all students are assigned to prepare a group research project involving a 5-6
member group research topics related to Malaysia and Japan. Group study was also conducted
during the spring break before departure, and seniors who had experience in group projects
through this international fieldwork provided guidance and shared their experiences on setting
up a research theme and preparing for it.

Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) has provided financial grants for

participating in this program.
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Table 2 : Course Contents of International Fieldwork |

Contents

Contents

Guidance Session

9 | Religions in Malaysia

History of Malaysia (1)

10| Issues and Challenges in Malaysia

History of Malaysia (2)

11| Group Research 1 / Quantitative Analysis

Economic Development of Malaysia (1)

12| Group Research 2 / Quantitative Analysis

Economic Development of Malaysia (2)

13| Group Research 3 / Qualitative Analysis

Political Transitions in Malaysia

14| Group Research 4 / Qualitative Analysis

Government in Malaysia

15| Group Research Presentation (1)

OIN|O|O|A~ || —

Ethnic Relations and National Unity

Review Session

Source: Created by Author.

During the two-week stay in Malaysia, as stated in Table 3, students receive special

lectures from professors and specialists in respective universities, government agencies,

NPO, and Japanese agencies. In addition to classes and activities, students were allowed to

participate in a discussion/dialogue session with students at the Department of East Asian

Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, University of Malaya. The student utilises this

chance to conduct questionnaires and check the validity of their group research activities.

To share this program’s outcome, all students are requested to conduct a presentation of the

group research results to professors at local universities. Those who completed the group

presentation will attain two credits. Interestingly, some students extended their research scope

and won prizes at the international conference. This program is optional in the curriculum, but

many students have applied for this program since Malaysia provides many new opportunities

for students.

Table 3 : Past Activities in the International Fieldwork in Malaysia, 2016-2020

University (Lecture by Professor)

Government Agency (Lecture)

University of Malaya (UM)

Economic Planning Unit (EPU), Prime Minister's
Department

® Center for Civilization Dialogue (UMCCD)

NPO (Lecture and Activities)

® Center for Internship Training and Academic
Enrichment (CITrA)

Islamic Relief Malaysia

® Academy of Islamic Studies

Japanese Agency (Lecture)

® Department of East Asian Studies, Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences

Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)

® Faculty of Business and Economics

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)

® Asia Europe Institute

International Agency (Lecture)

National University of Malaysia (UKM)

The World Bank in Malaysia

® Institute of Ethnic Studies (KITA)

Company (Lecture and Activity)

Multimedia University

Bank Islam

Nottingham University, Malaysia

AEON Malaysia

Open University of Malaysia

Cultural Center (Lecture and Activity)

Malaysia-dapan International Institute of
Technology (MJIIT)

Orang Asli: Mah Meri Cultural Village

Excursion

Malacca, Shah Alam Blue Mosque, National Mosque, Islamic Art Museum, Batu Caves, Putrajaya

Source: Created by Author.
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A proposal for further enhancement

Collaborative research and networking

In April 2023, FILA will establish a research cluster that promotes collaborative
research with researchers from the national universities of Malaysia in the humanities and
social sciences field. As stated before, Malaysia offers various collaborative research projects
that align with the grand design of Soka University 2021-2030". In the preliminary plan, faculty
members of FILA and Malaysian counterparts will identify research clusters and conduct two-
three years of joint research. In this initiative, four faculty members in the research cluster
will participate in the International Fieldwork I course in the autumn semester. The fieldwork
will be expanded to a form in which a project to overcome social issues is continuously carried
out under the instruction of four faculty members.

The research under this initiative will consist of (1) a history of political and economic
relations between Malaysia and Japan and (2) Collaborative research projects on common social
issues and SDGs-related topics shared by the two countries. The first initiative aims to publish
a comprehensive research book on the relationship between the two countries for the 50th
anniversary of the Look East Policy. In particular, it seeks to publish a research book on the
position of Japan and Malaysia in the changing international environment, particularly in Asia,
and how bilateral relations have changed.

Research on social issues and SDGs-related topics are, namely, 1) Estimation of
economic ripple effects and preparation of an input-output table at the municipality level; 2)
Comparative research on the formation and role of social capital in both Malaysia and Japan in
the post-covid period and policy proposals for solving social issues; 3) reconstruction of cultural
industries in the post-covid era (world heritage and urban regeneration, green marketing,
Islamic consumerism, creative narratives of place and space, multiculturalism).

Measuring the effectiveness of these educational programs will also be a subject of
research to see how students develop specific skills by promoting this type of student-engaged
learning. To realise this concept, the faculty members will apply for large-scale competitive
external funding from the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS), the Research

Centre Formation Programme, and also other possible grants. The research output will link

By utilizing internal and external human networks to create prioritized research themes that are
distinctive and interdisciplinary, Soka University work to offer new values and improve own inter-
national standing. In addition, Soka University prepare an environment in which faculty engaged in
creative research themes can commit themselves to research activities with the aim of increasing
research achievements that can receive high acclaim internationally. Furthermore, these efforts will
bring out students’ maximum capabilities and support them so that they can play a role in these
research achievements as authors of research papers. (Soka University, 2021)
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the International Fieldwork research content to the Scopus Index Journal publication. The
International Fieldwork project aims to improve the researchers’ teaching skills and lead to

research outputs for the assigned faculties.

Student learning

In the curriculum of FILA, students will receive intensive English training.
Simultaneously, student study Introductory Statistics to conduct quantitative data analysis and
principles courses in the humanities and social sciences. Upon completing freshman, all students
join the study abroad experience for one semester to foster cross-cultural understanding and
English proficiency. Based on this accumulated knowledge and experiences, International
Fieldwork I-II allows the opportunity to provide output. The experience of making a group
presentation to the local university faculty at the end of the training day has been a valuable
opportunity. It has also been an important chance for students to advance their studies in the

300-400 level undergraduate specialised courses and seminars from the third year onwards.

The fieldwork program also cultivates academic skills through academic training
under the guidance of faculty members. Undergraduate students who participate in
International Fieldwork I-II will involve in the various stages of research activities such as
data collection, survey, data analysis, etc. Their academic contribution would be recorded as
research collaborators or as co-authors of research papers. One of the goals is to train students
who will go on to prominent postgraduate schools at home and abroad. The students will be
introduced throughout the Freshman Seminar II, Study Abroad, Sophomore Seminar, and
Seminar I-III to a level that will enable them to publish academic papers in the future (See
Table 4). It will also make a concrete contribution to developing human resources by fostering

the qualities of ‘global citizens’ that Soka University wants to pursue.
The roles of students and faculty members will be clearly defined in the preparation

and submission of papers, and some projects may be ongoing projects that take two to three

years to complete.
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Table 4 : International Fieldwork-Related Courses in the FILA Curriculum, AY2023 for
Students who join Collaborative Research Activities.

) English and . Humanities and Social
Seminars ccU Data Science Selerees
Freshman ® Freshman m EAP | ® |ntroduction to Level T00-200 Courses on
Spring Seminar | m AF | Data Science History, Philosophy, Sociology,
= CCU Politics, International Relations,
Freshman ® Freshman m EAP I ® Foundation of Economics. and Business
Fall Seminar |l m AF |l Data Science
(SDGs-related
topics)
Sophomore m Study Abroad
Spring South California Univ. (USA), Simon Fraser Univ. (Canada), Griffith Univ. (Australia),
Auckland Univ. (NZ), Ateneo De Manila Univ. (Philippines), MALAYSIA (new site)
Sophomore ® |nternational ® Academic | m Sophomore Level 300-400 courses
Fall Fieldwork | Writing Seminar m History, Culture, and Society:
(Pre-departure) (Data Science) (8 s_u_bjects) )
March ® |nternational ® Programming " PO“U.CS and International
X Relations
Fieldwork Il :
(On-site) (8 subjects)
® Economics & Business
Junior, m Seminar | (8 subjects)
Spring
Junior, Fall m Seminar Il
Senior, m Seminar |l
Spring m Senior Paper
Senior, Fall

Source: Created by Author
Abbreviation
EAP: English for Academic Purposes / AF: Academic Foundation / CCU: Cross-Cultural Understanding

Conclusion

Japanese universities have attempted to integrate GCE into the higher education
curriculum, in response to the rapid challenges brought by the latest globalized world trends.
While GCE can be studied as an independent subject, it is more common to adopt the to be
integrated in a collaborative and complementary manner among Japanese. For Soka University,
the establishment of FILA has come to manifest the university education policy in fostering
global citizenship education. Unlike other faculties, FILA has no strict order or set of rules
for earning a bachelor’'s degree. With undergraduate courses in English, a wide range of
humanities and social sciences studies, including cross-cultural competence, and the ability to
study abroad for a semester, FILA has excellent potential to set up ideas and implement GCE.

This paper introduces a case study of a short-term overseas fieldwork program in
Malaysia, offered as an optional program during the fall semester of the second year and spring
break. Since its independence, Malaysia has overcome many social and political obstacles
as a complex multi-racial society. It has now become a significant player in the Southeast

Asian region, providing various GCE learning opportunities for Japanese students. Moreover,
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intensive learning has played a substantial role in developing GC and students’ career paths
with pre-departure study and active input training.

In the new curriculum starting in 2023, FILA has increased an additional three
faculty staff to lead the training of students in International Fieldwork. Joint research projects
initiated by the faculty members of FILA and the national universities in Malaysia will form
a focused research cluster, with plans to implement collaborative education and research in
which students will participate in research at various stages. FILA also promotes a curriculum
design that links first-year students’ study of the SDGs, third-year students’ seminars, and
graduation theses. The EMP of FILA continues to play a pivotal role in developing GCE in line

with Soka University's Grand Design.
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From Global Citizenship to Planetary Belonging
Dewey’s “organic unity of life,” Ikeda’s “interconnectedness,”
and Indigenous wisdom

Yoko Urbain, Olivier Urbain

1. Introduction
We were both very much inspired by the theme of this conference, “Restoring
Learning to Daily Living: Global Citizenship and John Dewey,” and immediately, we

asked each other: what kind of learning, and what kind of global citizenship is this about?

We would like to propose that Planetary Belonging, a deep feeling of belonging to the
Web of Life, should be at the core of both learning and global citizenship, in order to offer the
best responses to the local and global challenges of our chaotic times.

This feeling of belonging to the Web of Life, is a major component in the teachings of
Indigenous elders, of Daisaku Ikeda, and of John Dewey.

In a book published a few weeks ago, William Shatner, the Star Trek actor, shared

how he felt when he saw the Earth from space about a year ago:

I saw a cold, dark, black emptiness. It was unlike any blackness you can see or feel
on Earth. It was deep, enveloping, all-encompassing. I turned back toward the light
of home. I could see the curvature of Earth, the beige of the desert, the white of the
clouds and the blue of the sky. It was life. Nurturing, sustaining, life. (..) The contrast
between the vicious coldness of space and the warm nurturing of Earth below filled

me with overwhelming sadness (Shatner, 2022).

Let us dwell for a few seconds on this feeling of sadness...

But then later, he seems to address exactly the major themes of our presentation, that

is to say learning, global citizenship, and hope, based on his experience in space:

Yoko Urbain (Adjunct Lecturer at Soka University and at St Marianna University School of Medicine)
Olivier Urbain (Adjunct Lecturer at Soka University, Director of the Min-On Music Research Institute)
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It can change the way we look at the planet but also other things like countries,
ethnicities, religions; it can prompt an instant reevaluation of our shared harmony and
a shift in focus to all the wonderful things we have in common instead of what makes

us different. (...) [E]ventually, it returned a feeling of hope to my heart.

2. Learning
The good news is, we do not need to go up in space to acquire this wisdom. It
has been here with us for tens of thousands of years, in the treasure houses of Indigenous

traditions.

Take for instance the title of a book published in 2018 by Sherri Mitchell, a well-
known indigenous rights activist: Sacred Instructions;, Indigenous Wisdom for Living Spirit-

Based Change.

Or this declaration by Chief Seattle: “Humankind has not woven the web of life. We
are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves. All things are

bound together. All things connect” (Pearls of Wisdom, 2022).

Brandon Ledward, from Hawaii, defines ‘Aina-based learning as follows (Ledward,

2013, 35):

‘Aina refers to the land, sea, and air—all that feeds and sustains us. (..) ‘Aina-based
learning is teaching and learning through ‘aina so that our people, our communities,
and our lands thrive. It's an old formula about what matters most and how best to get

things done.

He continues, linking learning and living: “As Hawaiians we have a powerful kinship
to the ‘aina. (..) As such, the ‘dina is as much a theater for learning as it is a repository of life”
(Ledward, 2013, 38).

In addition to ‘aina-based learning, another example of ‘dina-based living is found in
Aloha ‘Aina. According to Lezlie Ki'aha, “Aloha ‘Aina means to care for the land. Hawaiian
communities have long used Aloha ‘Aina activities to help deal with an array of problems (..’

(Ki‘aha, 2015, 22).

We must ask ourselves, are there crucial elements that are missing, erased or silenced
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in our globalized educational practices? Is there anything that we might learn from indigenous
wisdom, in particular how they see their connections with ‘aina, the land/the sea/the air, the
biosphere, the planet, the cosmos, each other, and our inner world? What can we learn from

how they learn?

3. Global Citizenship

Global Citizenship comes in many forms. In 2007, Lynette Shultz explained this very
well by taking the example of a student who wants to become a global citizen, and taking
the World Bank as a point of reference. What kind of global citizen does this student want to

become?

— [ want to work for the World Bank: that's a neoliberal global citizen.

— To expose the exploitation and injustice caused by the World Bank: a radical global
citizen.

— To know all the good and the bad, and offer global solutions: a transformative global
citizen (Shultz, 2007).

From these three types, Karen Pashby and her colleagues in 2020 proposed dozens
of different types, adding the critical, post-critical, humanistic, neoconservative... and their
interfaces (Pashby, 2020). In addition, recently Namrata Sharma has developed the concept of
value-creating global citizenship (Sharma, 2020).

As a result of this proliferation of types, one can easily get lost in a jungle of global
citizenships.

But if we go back to the original idea as it was formulated in the West after the
Second World War, the intention was clear, it was to avoid the horrors caused by nationalism
when it goes toxic. There is nothing wrong with loving one’s country as a part of the world, but
toxic nationalism teaches that one group of Homo sapiens is entitled to use massive violence
against other groups of Homo sapiens. Toxic nationalism has been used, and is used today, to
mobilize entire populations to kill each other in wars.

As an antidote to toxic nationalism, the concept of global citizenship is definitely a
great idea.

But what about the horrors caused by our ignorance of the fact that we belong to the
Web of Life? This has led us to disrespect nearly all members of the biosphere, to adopt the
fiction of separation, and with it our obsession with the domination of non-human beings. This

narrative has driven us to destroy the biosphere in irrational ways.
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Therefore, a global awareness that is only concerned with the welfare of Homo
sapiens, will not be sufficient from now on. We need to expand the concept of global citizenship
to include all living beings and Earth systems, and this is what we call planetary belonging.

A Native American Elder said “Honor all with whom we share the Earth: Four-
leggeds, two-leggeds, winged ones, swimmers, crawlers, plant and rock people. Walk in balance

and beauty” (Pearls of Wisdom, 2022).

4. Dewey’s “organic unity of life” and Ikeda’s “interconnectedness”

This deep feeling that we belong to the Web of Life, can be found in both Dewey and
Ikeda. In Living as Learning (2014), a dialogue between Jim Garrison, Larry Hickman and
Daisaku Ikeda, we hear about Dewey’s profound awareness of our place in the Web of Life (pp.
5-6).

Hickman said: “Long before environmentalism existed as a movement, Dewey was
already contributing to what we today would call environmental
philosophy. (..) He argued that we as human beings should not be in
conflict with the natural order, since we are an important part of it.”

Garrison said: “As a young student, Dewey read a book on physiology by Huxley, The
Elements of Physiology and Hygiene, in which he found an expression
of organic, living unity that was tremendously appealing to him. (..) It
was that dynamic, homeostatic sense of unity-the organic unity of
life-that he found in Huxley.”

Ikeda: (.) “His idea that all things are connected and interdependent, integrated with
the environment, within which everything lives and develops, is closely
related to Buddhist teachings.”

Dewey wrote a few beautiful passages in Art as Experience that we would like to

quote here (Dewey, 1980, 2):

“Mountain peaks do not float unsupported; they do not even just rest upon the earth.
They are the earth in one of its manifest operations.” He also wrote:

“But if one sets out to understand the flowering of plants, [one] is committed to finding
out something about the interactions of soil, air, water and sunlight that condition the growth
of plants.”

Turning to Ikeda, who has been championing a praxis of interconnectedness for
more than seven decades, he clarified the three virtues required for global citizenship in
his speech at Columbia University in 1996, the first one being: “the wisdom to perceive the

interconnectedness of all life and living” (Ikeda, 1996). This type of wisdom that enables us
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to see, hear and experience the interconnectedness that links all living things, and not just
Homo sapiens, is fundamental. And so are the other two virtues mentioned by Ikeda in the
same speech, the courage to embrace differences and grow from them, and the compassion to
imagine the pain of all beings who are suffering. We want to propose that these three virtues,
wisdom, courage and compassion, as they are described in this speech, provide a solid basis for
both global citizenship and planetary belonging.

Interconnectedness was also very important for Dewey, as we can read in these two
passages from Art as Experience (Dewey, 1980, 12).

The first great consideration is that life goes on in an environment; not merely 7 it

but because of it, through interaction with it. No creature lives merely under its skin (..).

The career and destiny of a living being are bound up with its interchanges with its

environment, not externally but in the most intimate way.

5. Daisaku Ikeda’s Philosophy of Peace: 2010 and 2030

The idea of an expansion of the concept of global citizenship to planetary belonging
comes from the revisiting of a book I (Olivier) published in 2010, entitled Daisaku ITkeda's
Philosophy of Peace: Dialogue, Transformation and Global Citizenship (Urbain, 2010). This
work was based on a textual analysis of all of Ikeda's peace proposals, most of the dialogues
published in English, as well as the novels The Human Revolution and The New Human
Revolution. The main purpose was to present a synthesis of the thoughts, speeches and actions
of Tkeda for peace, and the outcome was a model with three components, Inner Transformation,
Dialogue and Global Citizenship.

Inner Transformation can be defined as the capacity to enhance one's wisdom,
courage and compassion to create the most value when responding to life’s challenges.

Dialogue is about using verbal exchanges in order to bring out the best in oneself and
others.

Global citizenship encapsulates the conviction that one belongs to the whole of
humanity.

There is a constant flow of energy between these three components, but the basic
movement is from self to others to humanity.

In other words, by enhancing one’s wisdom, courage and compassion, we can have
more engaged dialogues with a wider range of people, we can connect, network and make
allies, and tackle serious issues collectively, as global citizens.

As the author of the book, many things have happened to me, and to the world, in the

last twelve years. I also came to a more profound understanding of Ikeda's teachings during
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that time. So I decided to rewrite it while keeping the basic structure, which seems to be even
more valid today.

In this new version of Daisaku Ikeda's Philosophy of Peace slated for 2030, two
elements will be added to the model, one as a prerequisite for the emergence of courage,
wisdom and compassion, and it is kope. The other one is an expansion of global citizenship, and
it is planetary belonging.

As a result, the new model has five components: hope, inner transformation, dialogue,
global citizenship, and planetary belonging. Sometimes life will knock us down so hard that
there is no space for us to feel any wisdom, courage or compassion. When that happens, Ikeda
has the following advice: “When there is no hope, create some.” As a result, in this updated
model, actions for peace start with hope, the spark of hope. The kind of hope William Shatner
was able to bring out after he felt deep sadness in space.

Once the spark of Hope is lit, Inner Transformation and Dialogue can start, leading
us to Global Citizenship, based on a conviction that we are all part of the same human family.
But this expansion from self to others to humanity cannot end there, and must include all
living beings and things, towards Planetary Belonging. And finally, when we are in a space of
planetary belonging, this can become the source of very profound hope, and we can start the

whole cycle again.

Remarkably, Dewey has mentioned this type of energetic flow in Art as Experience
(Dewey, 1980, 202-203), where he suggested that a work of art that moves us makes us feel
that we belong to a larger whole, that we experience an expansion of ourselves, and that we
move beyond ourselves and then back into ourselves:

We are, as it were, introduced into a world beyond this world, which is nevertheless

the deeper reality of the world, in which we live in our ordinary experiences. We are

carried out beyond ourselves to find ourselves. (...)

A work of art elicits and accentuates this quality of being a whole and of belonging

to the larger, all-inclusive, whole which is the universe in which we live.

6. Conclusion

We have proposed today a reappraisal of the basis of learning, and of global
citizenship, presenting planetary belonging as a way to ensure that we are empowered to go
beyond global citizenship and include all living beings and the Web of Life in our learning, our
living and our sense of belonging.

What kind of life can we achieve if we make this shift? We would like to give the last
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word to the Native American Elder White Elk, who said:
“When you were born, you cried and the world rejoiced.
Live your life so that when you die, the world cries and you rejoice” (Pearls of

Wisdom, 2022).
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